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Director, FBI (66-6200-65) date December 1, 1958 


Legat , Havana (109-54) 

FOREIGN . i^L I TJC^.U-J5A3T-EBS„_ ~ CUM 


ReBulet May 7, 1956, to Legat, Paris, entitled "ESPIONAGE 
AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE MATTERS” (Bufile 66-6200-65) . Also 
reference is made to Legat , Havana, letter dated May 28, 1958, 


POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 


During the past six months the political fortunes of 
President FULGENCI0 BATISTA y ZALDIVAR have deteriorated. Rebel 
groups of which the principal one is led by FIDEL CASTRO RUZ now 
almost completely dominate the eastern province of Cuba, namely, 
Oriente , and are forces to contend with in the provinces of 
Camaguey and Las Villas. The Cuban Army has had very little 
success in any skirmishes in which it has engaged the rebel 
forces. 


Although elections were held on November 3, 1958, the 
Cuban people were apathetic toward exercising their right to vote 
and the elections themselves were boycotted by rebel groups and 
rebel sympathizers. The BATISTA backed presidential candidate, 
RIVERO AGUERO, was an easy winner in the elections which were 
claimed to be f radulent . 

No one expects that the holding of such elections and 
the selection of RIVIR0 AGUERO as president will lead to any 
solution of the Cuban problem. 


Although the rebels have been unable to take and hold 
any major city in Cuba, they have been able to almost completely 
disrupt all communications in the provinces of Camaguey and ,• 

Oriente. This complete disruption of communication lines has ! 
led to a rapid deterioration of the economic condition in Cuba. 

The auxin financial backbone of Cuban economy is sugar and this 
crop is mostly harvested in the provinces of Camaguey and Oriente . 
Duo to lack of transportation and rebel control of these areas, 
there is little hope that the coming sugar crop will be able to 
be fully harvested. 
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la the wiater and spring of 1958 there were many bombings 
aad acts of terrorism la the Havana area by supposedly rebel 
sympathizers. These ceased when the Cubaa police authorities 
took very drastic measures of inflicting death oa sympathizers 
whom they had ia their possession. Also public opinion did aot 
support such rebel activities inasmuch as often innocent persons 
were killed. 

ATTITUDE OF PRESENT Gggjggggg TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES 

The present Government of Cuba is pro-United States ia 
its sympathies and outspokenly entl-Conmunist . It will be recalled 
that it was when BATISTA issnwnd pernor in March, 1952, by a coup 
d'etat that Cuba broke diplematie relations with the Soviet Union. 

On the international scene the thUnm Government backs the anti- 
communist policies of the United States. The Cuban people are 
essentially pro-American mainly hmcanse of the help which it 
received from the United Staten in securing its independence from 
Spain and also because of close fcwnimess ties with the United States 

The Cuban Government, however, does complain concerning 
the "nonintervention" policies of the United States, stating that 
through such policies it is unable to secure the arms it needs to 
put down the rebel insurrection. 



FILE DESCRIPTION 



SUBJECT 


Cuba 1958-1964 


FILE NO. 


109 -HQ- 12-210 


VOLUME NO. 


9 


/ - 7 /,..7 / o - $ '5 y 

CHAN6ED TO 



Wi.WFORlWTlCW CONTA&4ED 
HEREIN 'S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Jbdt'iSL. BY 6c*U 


*3fZ22/^ y X 



12/4/58 


Routing sup 
FD-4 (Rev. 6-14-56) 

C3 Directoiy FI LE ft 

Att .*eS^MR^LI A ISON DESK 

1 "1 SAC Y. Title ... 

I I ASAC 

1. . - JSupv 

1 .. J Agent 

I 1 SE 

I 1 CC 

LZZDsteno 

1 J Clerk 

ACTION D 


I _ I Acknowledge I | Prepare leaTcords 

1 1 Assign Reassign I I Prepare tickler 

I I Bring file 1 ] Recharge serials 

I I Coll me L. Z] Return assignment card 

| 1 Correct I 7 13 Return file 

1 J Deadline 1 7] Return serials 

I — H3 Deadline passed L . --l Search and ret^^^^H 

1 ~l Delinquent j=rjSee me 

CZUlExpedite I 'Send Serials 

1 Zl pile to 

| _ J |nitiq| & return j I I Submit new charge*out 

1 | Leads need attention L 1771 Submit report by 

1 .. J ppen Case [ i T ype 

17 77 71 Ret urn with explanation or notation as to action taken. 



Alt INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

DATE BY WBdBcdf# d 

EMBASSY WEEKA # 49 12/2/58 


A-Zr - -£//Y 

not recorded’"’ 
'It DEC 10 1958 


I I S»e reverse side 


XXgX..^.fl± 

; < LEGAT 1 

Office .LI 3SAVANA.. 


/ 1 * <i. . 


£ I 1 * 








‘ *%**<%*»: 



I'XU 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST! GA1 1 ON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 


11 


release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 000) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (bX7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

O (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

O (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 

Information pertained only to a 

request is listed in the title only. 
/ 

third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 

Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 


for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


B^The fol 

JQ1 





xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FBJ/DO) 



xxxxxx 

—v xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

<9\ Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

O (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j>(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

O (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only . 

DJJ^Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D^The following number is to be used for. reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX fbwdoj 


xxxxxx 

. . xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA . iON 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


J Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 

explain this deletion. 

to /// Deletion$ were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 

release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

BJ/fbXl) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) 

0^bX7)(C) 

□ (h)(1) 


_ □ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (h)(2) 


_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (h)(3) 


_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

O (h)(4) 

O (b)(4) 

O (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 

O (b)(5) 

O (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

O (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


GJ^The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

- JS q and 3 (*&. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx fbi/doj 


xxxxxx 

— v xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAilON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section S52a 


□ (b)(1) □ (b)(7)(A) □ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) □ (b)(7)(B) □ (j>(2) 

O (b)(3) □ (b)(7)(C) D (k)(l) 

□ (b)(7)(D) □ (k)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(E) □ (k)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(F) □ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) □ (b)(8) □ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) □ (b)(9) □ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(6) □ (k)(7) 


□ Info rmation pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only . 

□''’documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D^The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/09^-/3-^/O-£7p7 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX rai/DOJ 


12/11/58 


Routing SI 
FD-4 (Rev. 6-: 
To 

iXXl Director, 
FOREIGN 



INFORMATION CONTAJN5D 


date JHHL 8y 

ACTION DESIRED 



1 J Acknowledge 

1 _J Assign Reassign 

1 1 Bring file 

I ICall me 

1 1 Correct 


1 -1 Deadline 

1—1 Deadline passed 


] Prepare lead cards 
] Prepare tickler 
J Recharge serials 
D Return assignment card 
H Return file 


I J Expedite 


3 Delinquent 


f ~ Z] | Return serials 

1 lSearch and return 

Q ee me 

L- — JSend Serials 


ZDfii 

hnitiol & return 


to 


1 -j Leads need attention 

lOpen Case 


c 


J Submit new charge-out 

U Submit report by 

DType/^ ' 


] Return with explanation or notation as to ai 

»» 4 DEC 16 I95B 

EMBASSY "WEEKA" #50 12/9/58 




sverse sic 

i£b X 



EGAT 

HAVANA 



w< \uo*yo) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 


release to you. 

Section 552 Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) □ (b)(7)(A) □ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) □ (b)(7)(B) □ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) □ (b)(7)(C) □ (k)(l) 

□ (b)(7)(D) □ (k)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(E) □ (k)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(F) □ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) □ (b)(8) □ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) □ (b)(9) □ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(6) □ (k)(7) 


□ 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 


da Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). 
for review and direct response to you. 


These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


O^The following number is to be used for reference , regarding these .pages, . a ~-r-j 

EaBAuA. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FBI'DOl 



— *** -> »v/ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG A i lON 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


^ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

EK^Deletions were 
release to you. 

made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 


Section 552 


Section 552a 

0Mb)(l) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 
B / (b)(7)(C) 

□ 0)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 


□ 00(1) 



_ □ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 



_ □ (bX7)(E) 

□ 00 ( 3 ) 



_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00 ( 4 ) 

□ (b)(4) 


□ (b)(8) 

□ 00 ( 5 ) 

O (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ 00 ( 7 ) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only . 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 


Pagc(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




O^The following number i: 

^jo bej^spd fjj>r reference^ re^rjiing^these pages: 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X X 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX FBi/DOJ 





xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAnON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


~T Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were 
release to you. 

made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no 

segregable material available for 


Section 552 

Section 552a 

O (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

O (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

X 

M Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 


for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D^The following number is to be, used for reference regarding, these pages: ill 

103. 'M- - 73 -at L ddh&L LL& (e. 'SZ 


sed for reference regarding, these pages 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FB1/DOJ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA i lON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


EfDe 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section S52a 


(b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) 

g^twxc) 

O 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

O (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (h)(5) 

O (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


Cy^Tbc following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

ml 'tfLiA l 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 




xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

s Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 Section 5S2a 


D (b)(1) 

O (b)(7)(A) 

O (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7XB) 

□ 0X2) 

D (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (h)(1) 


O (b)(7)(D) 

□ (h)(2) 


O (b)(7)(E) 

□ (h)(3) 


O (b)(7)(F) 

□ (h)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

O (h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 


O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 



Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they art duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX rei ' D0J 



1 




xxxxxx 

,-v xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA . .ON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregabie material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

O (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (W7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) 

B'Goaxo 

□ 000) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (h)(4) 

O (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

O (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only . 


□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




ised for reference regarding these pages. 

\smdrpaurieA. ^nanALlr^ 

T » 

r—p * 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FB1/DOJ 



Date I2rt*ite£8. 


a xx I Director j 
Att. Liaison 

nz ] sac / 

I J ASAC 


I lsteno 
1 □ Clerk 


I I Acknowledge 

I 3 Assign Reassign .. 

1 I Bring file 

I I Call me 
I 1 Correct 

I -I Peodline 

I 1 Deadline passed 

1 Delinquent 

1 Expedite 

iFile 

J lnitiol & return 
] Leads need attention 
■ —I Open Case 

I Return with explanation 


ACTION DESfRED 

I 1 Prepare lead cards 

1 [ Prepare tickler 

1 ] Recharge serials 

1 ] Return assignment card 

1 J Return file 

I 1 Return serials 
[ .■.. □ Search and return 
— | See me 

1 'Send Serials 

to 

| [ Submit new charge-out 

1 □ Submit report by 

I iType 

or notation as to action taken. /J 

/■:V 'ft 


Embassy Weeka No. 51 dated 12/16/58;- ■> 


'ub i; - l - F 0 RfvlAT l QNI CONTAINED 
^ KbKt.N iS UNCLASSIFIED 

a .^> v date iistai-, 

V mnSit 


L x c jY 

1 . ISee reverse side 


ivana 


Office 










xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA.lON 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

v Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated 
felease to you. 

Section 552 


□ (bXD 

O (b)(7)(A) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7XB) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 


O (b)(7)(D) 

□ (b)(7)(E) 

O (b)(7)(F) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 


□ (b)(6) 


below with no segregable material available for 

Section 5S2a 

□ (d)(5) 

O (j>(2) 

□ 00 ( 1 ) 

□ 00 ( 2 ) 

O 00(3) 

□ 00(4) 

O 00(5) 

□ 00 ( 6 ) 

□ 00(7) 


D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

t / Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D^Th 


sgmfflsmfe ddd. ukUzstL 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


LEGAL ATTACHE. HA TANA 



December 


bia 


Mi 56 


mm » w. 

.jjt 
nt ft. ,, 

>-5-; 

; D .aJ 


DIHECTOR, FBI W41l „ 
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The Unite# State* Intellige nee Boar# ( USIB) at it* 

December 16, 1958, meeting approve# a special estimate on the 
demlepstents in Cuba since *t#-Mowtnber t 29158* That estimate 
man as follows t 

The position of the regime under President Fulgent to 
Batista has deteriorated more rapidly than was anticipated tn 
previous estimates • The Cuban rebels new dominate Orients Provinee 
and are tmreastmgly active in three ether pro vinces* Fidel Castro *e 
oheiee far Provisional President, Mr* Manuel Lies is now tn 
Orients, apparently for the purpose of setting up a provisional 
government* Batista** armed forces show increasing eigne of 
demoraltmtion* To meet the overfall situation, the Batista 
government has recently extended the sueneneton of constitutional . 
guarantees and has declared a state of national emergency* 

Although plane are proceeding to inaugurate President-elect 
Rivero Aguero on February 94, 29S9, neither Aguero nor Batista 
have tmtsen any steps to resolve fit# present chaotic internal 
situation * There is considerable sentiment in Cuba, especially 
in business circles, for the establishment of a military Junta to 
^impose of Batista and to head off Castro* 

— — n It is estimated that should high political or military 

: leadership fail to take some drastic action against Castro and /or 
l the removal of Batista, civil war would be lihely te spread at an 
yr easing rate* In this situation, it is possible that the Cuban 
~ of ip might turn against the Government by going over to the rebels 
i$ on organised unit* It is further estimated that sheuld the 
ide loralimattOR of the army roach such o point that a military junta 
‘ mo ild be unable to control the situation or should Cast re win the 
eH t il war, a prolonged period of disorder would ensue with conse- 
quent peril to American lives and property in Cuba * 

During the USIB discussion of the above estimate, no 
evidence was presented, nor was there any indication that Castro 
is receiving any communist support* 
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EOTEs Above situation in Cuba is set forth in 
memo 6 to Belmont dated 12-17-68 cap- 
tioned, ^DEVELOPMENTS IN CUBA SINCE Mil * 
NOVEMBER, UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE 
BOARD." , , . , 
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legal Attacks, Havana 

In line of the atom situation, you should rod cm 
thoroughly the operations of your office and re cheek year 
procedures to make mre that all possible etepe heme been taken 
to tsmure the safety of goer personnel and pour off too, an 
mil am to protect. Bureau operations end the urn of established 
informants* isu should continue to amid having personnel of 
pour office go into Orients Province where the present 
disturbances are-, mattered, and if those disturbances should 
spread to other areas, you should wake mre that gome personnsl 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT^ 
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At 7:33 a%n., January 1 , 1959, I received 
a telephone call from James F. Greene , Deputy Assi stant 
Director, Border Patrol, IANS, who stated that he 
gas attempting to locate the Attorney General for 

o,nd wanted to know the night number where 
he could Fe Reached. 'After taking down his number , I 
called Mr . Greene bac%, and advised him ( per the instruction 
folder ) to tryth^Debartment switchboard, and failing 
that, to call ue supervisor 

for the Department, at^K^KKttKtg 
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Office M.er, 


idum- 


to : Mr. A. H. BeJLmdnt 


from : Mr. R. R. Roach', 


SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 


GOVERNMENT 


date: December 24 , 195Q 

CLASSIHFO BY ^ ^ku^B^LTI 
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3 ~1 utlM 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE. 1‘Ts**, 
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We will be on the alert regarding any significant 
developments relating to the captioned situation and will 
continue to disseminate to interested agencies in an expeditious 
manner. Attached is cable to Legal Attache, Havana, emphasizing 
necessity to keep Bureau promptly advi sed\regarding this situation 


Enclosure fs 

sjpzbjtUr 

( 9 ) 





1 - Mr. Belmont v 
1 - Mr. Baumg ard ner 
1 
1 
1 

1 -foreign Liaison Unit 
1 - Liaison 

1 


j 2-/2 +/$ & 




fO DEC Si 1958 


s.EE /%. i i ' ' - : J'- \J H--; i . 

Fl 

IX 

Fl 

p £ ■■tvmz. 


v \ 



2 

►« 

W.’WS'SR; 







TO : 
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FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 



ED STATES G< 


Legal Attache, Havana (66-101) 


INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - CUBA 
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Submitted herewith are an original and six copies of ()C 
a memorandum captioned as above. 

All information contained in this^n^^ulnm is already 
known to appropriate Embassy officials, HHH| It is Cs) 
to be noted that in many instances the persona^>pimioas of ' 
tjhe writer have been set forth , based on information received 
worn sources of this office. 
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SYNOPSIS !j 
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Economic situation rapidly deteriorating. Transportation! 
and communication facilities to provinces of Oriente and Camaguey f 
completely disrupted and business in these provinces almost at 
standstill. Havana luxury hotels standing idle because of lack 
of tourists. Economic chaos will result if rebels* prohibit 
harvesting of sugar crop in Oriente and Camaguey. ‘ 

On November 17, 1958, seven police in Havana suburb * 

killed by presumably rebel sympathizers as they were leaving precinct 
station house after tour of duty. 


President-elect ANDRES RIVERO AGUERO in press conference T 
has not come forth with any solution to Cuban crisis. 


On November 27, 1958, number of Army officers detained 
by Military authorities on charge of plotting overthrow of government. 
A few days later, General Martin DIAZ TAMAYO relieved of his duties! 
He was one of Cuba's leading military men and one who had respect ( 
of people . 


Eight top hoodlums reside or have gambling interests in 
| Havana. One of leading ones is SANTO TRAFFICANTE. Business in 
| gambling casinos poor because of slow tourist season. 



ban 


Army Military Intelligence Service, reporte< 
officials receiving graft. 


one of Cuban 
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DETERIORATION OF ECONOMIC SITUATION 


The economic situation in Cuba has been deteriorating 
rapidly. Rebel domination over the Provinces of Oriente and 
Camaguey has caused almost the cessation of business operation 
in these two of Cuba's six provinces. In Havana itself the 
economic pinch is beginning to be felt. New luxury hotels 
erected in the last two years to house a hoped-for tourist 
influx are standing virtually empty. Some, because of the 
heavy losses being suffered, are attempting to have the Cuban 
Government subsidize their operations. Other businesses which 
have operations in outlying provinces have been badly hurt because 
of the lack of communications and transportation facilities. 

Cubana Airlines, which has lost three of its large planes as a 
result of rebel abductions is flying its established routes with 
hardly any passengers. Insurance rates on almost all commodities 
are skyrocketing. 

The big question mark on the economic front is the sugar 
crop. Ordinarily this crop, 70 per cent of which is in the 
Provinces of Oriente and Camaguey, is harvested during the 
months of December - February. If the crop is not harvested, 

Cuba is in for almost certain economic chaos inasmuch as sugar 
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accounts for almost 75 per cent of Cuba's national income. Even 
if the rebels permit this crop to be harvested, there is still the 
problem of getting it from the sugar refineries to the market. 

This will be most difficult as transportation in the sfugar pro- 
ducing provinces has been severely disrupted by rebel action. 

TEBBOBISTIC ACTIVITY 

On the evening of November 17, 1958, a group of policemen 
were killed by unknown assassins in a residential suburb of Havana. 

This attack took place when the police were leaving a local pre- 
cinct station after completing their tour of duty. Seven of 
the police reportedly were killed. That evening the police 
retaliated by killing about 13 persons throughout the city who 
were presumably rebel sympathizers. Beportedly police, in order 
to stop rebel terroristic tactics, let it be known that they will 
kill rebel sympathizers whom they have in custody in retaliation 
for any rebel atrocities. From a police source it was learned 
that the Government officials had arrested two Juveniles who 
confessed that they had taken part in the attack on the above- 
mentioned policemen. The fate of these Juveniles is not known. 
POLITICAL SCENE 

President-elect ANDRES BIVERO AGUEBO in a press con- 
ference announced that he would try to bring peace to the country, 
but he set forth no concrete plans for achieving a solution to 
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the crisis in Cuba. RIVERO AGDERO claimed that be counted on 
BATISTA and the armed forces as his best allies. He further 
remarked that he would not travel abroad before assuming office. 

From his statements it appears that the Cuban people 
could not look to him for any solution to the present unrest 
in the country, especially so since all active rebel groups 
disown his election, claiming it was fraudulent. 

On December 6, 1958, the Cuban Government extended 
by decree the suspension of constitutional guarantees, and this 
decree was ratified by the Cuban Congress on December 9, 1958. 
MILITARY ACTIVITY 

On November 27, 1958, the Cuban Army Military Intelli- 
gence Service (SIM) detained a number of Army officers ranging in 
grade from Lieutenant Colonel to Lieutenant. They were arrested 
on charges of fomenting a plot to overthrow the present Government 
of FULGENCIO BATISTA. BATISTA, in Government -control led propa- 
ganda organs, claimed that the plot was of no significance and 
that only very minor Army officers were involved. Shortly 
after the announcement of this plot by Cuban officials. General 
MARTIN DIAZ TAMAYO, one of the leading military figures in Cuba, 
was relieved of his duties. Official press releases stated that 
DIAZ TAMAYO had voluntarily retired because of ill health. It 


- 3 - 



• • fr: - 



Intelligence Survey - Cuba December 15, 1958 

is to be noted that DIAZ TAMAYO has been one of the Army Generals 
who has always had the respect of the average Cuban citizen and 
who has never been linked with any atrocities committed by the 
Batista regime. His name has also been mentioned on several 
occasions as one who might be a member of a military junta 
which would take over ruling Cuba if Batista were deposed. 

On the military revolutionary front there was much 
rumor after the date of the Presidential elections that the 
Cuban Government would launch an all-out offensive against 
the rebel forces. No such action, however, has taken place, 
and the rebels continue to roam the countryside in the Eastern 
Provinces while Army forces remain in their garrisons. 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 

1. TOP HOODLUMS 

Information received from informants indicate that an 
additional top hoodlum, Newark Top Hoodlum, has 

purchased an interest in the gambling casino in the Hotel Nacional. 
This increases to eight the number of top hoodlums known to reside” 
or have extensive interests in gambling activities in Havana. 

2. GAMBLING 

In general, attendance at the gambling casinos in which 

Americans have interests in Havana continues to be poor principally 

because of the drastic affect which the disturbed political 

* « 

situation has had on tourist activities. Sources indicate that 
many gamblers and hoodlums are taking advantage of the rather slow 
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tourist season by purchasing interests in gambling operations in 
Havana at reduced rates. The gambling casinos in Havana which are 
considered by sources to be the principal "hang-outs” for hoodlums, 
thieves and narcotics peddlers are the Sans Souci Night 'Club, the 
Hotel Capri and Hotel Deauville, which are owned in whole or in part 
by SANTO^THAFFICANTE , Miami Top Hoodlum, and the Hotel Plaza which is 

of TRAFFICANTE in the Sans Sou£i Night Club. In this regard, Boston 
Top Hoodlum, nbw reported to have purchased 

interests in five gambling casinos in Havana. Since the arrival of 
lion the scene, there has been a substantial increase in the 
number of lesser known New England gamblers and bookmakers. 


bT 




3. TAKE 


The only two gambling casinos in Havana which are considered 
to be doing well at the ^present |time are those in the Hotel Capri and 
Hotel Plaza. Both of these depend heavily on prostitutes to lure in 
customers during the early morning hours. Sources advised that recently 
a wealthy Cuban lost $240,000 in one night’s gambling at the Hotel 
Capri casino. This loss was reputed to have occurred in the "money 
game" in the Capri casino. Both WILLIAM GUSTO 

— ^SISCHOFF, Miami Top Hoodlum, are reported to have interests in this 
"money game . " 
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5. OTHER CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

There have been no new developments in this category 
during the past month. 
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URGENT 1*1*59 4*55 PM CST RAC 

DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC MIAMI 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS IP 
CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, IS DASH CUBA* COMMERCIAL C DASH FORTYSIX 
PLANE, CUBAN REGISTRY, C U DASH T DASH SIX ZERO SEVEN LANDED SIX FORTY 
FIVE AM MOISANT AIRPORT NEW ORLEANS, WITH TWO CREW MEMBERS AND FIFTY 

* I 

FOUR PASSENGERS, MOSTLY CUBAN MILITARY AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND ^ 

THEIR FAMILIES, THE MAJORITY OF THESE PROCESSED BY I AND N S AND PAROLE^! 

* W* 

TO I AND N S OFFICES NEW ORLEANS, NEW YORK, MIAMI AND WEST PALM BEACH X 
FLORIDA, SOME THIRTY YOUNG COLLEGE AGE PERSONS DEMONSTRATED AT MOISANT/^ 


AIRPORT AFTER ARRIVAL AFOREMENTIONED PLANE BUT NO INCIDENTS REPORTED 
AND MATTER HANDLED BY LOUISIANA STATE POLICE, SAME CUBAN CRAFT 
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DEPARTED NEW ORLEANS ABOUT ELEVEN THIRTY AM TODAY FOR WEST PALM BEACH 9; 
FLORIDA WITH TEN PERSONS OF THE ORIGINAL FIFTY SIX PERSONS WHO ARRIVED £ 


i 


'T i AT MOISANT AIRPORT INCLUDING 

AND 


u. 


OF FULGENCIO BATISTA, NAMELY 
AGES TO BE SIX AND FOUR 
RESPECTIVELY, SAME PLANE REPORTEDLY LANDED AT GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 1, 


AIRPORT ABOUT ONE THIRTY PM TODAY ALLEGEDLY FOR REFUELING ENROUTE TO 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA, NEW ORLEANS WILL FURNISH VIA AIRTEL FOR MIAMI 

NEW YORK, AND BUREAU IDENTITIES OF PASSENGERS OF CUBAN AIRCRAFT 
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CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM^DASH CUBA. 

^jLtCAT, HAVANA, CONTACTED ON SCHEDULE SEVEN THIRTY PM 

c — >'%*£*' 

AND A DVISE D CASTRO FORCES HAVF COMPLETE CONTROL OF 

, i 

w COMMUNICATIONS IN CUBA INCLUDING THREF WFSTERN PROVINCES 
| AND CAPITAL CITY OF HAVANA. STATED COMMUNISTS T^IFD 
^ TO GET TELEVISION AND RADIO TIME TODAY^BUT CASTRO FORCES 



— o 0 L* 

CrtrrO 

o cr <* 


v TO GET TELEVISION AND RADIO TIME TODAY BUT CASTRO FORCES 

* O’ /(’n 

v , DENIED PERMISSION, INDICATING NO PRO COMMUNIST SYMPATHIES ^og 

9 r r> w 


ON PART OF CASTRO. CASTRO FORCFS PATROLLING STREETS p F/4? , - 

^ HAVANA TO MAINTAIN ORDER AND GENERAL STRIKE STILL IN 10 , 

J84 °* i ' < iZjZ 

^3^ PROGRESS ON WIDESPREAD BASIS. STRIKE WILL BF CONTINUED UNTIL 

<fc 

| PRO BATISTA MILITARY JUNTA AGREES TO DESIGNATION OF MANUEL 
+1 URRUTIA AS PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT. ORDERLY LOOTING CONTI NUI 
OF HOMES OF BATISTA AIDES. NO PARTICULAR VIOLENCE OR 
“-^BLOODSHED. SOME PARKING METERS BEING BURGLARI2Fd3 ALL 

EMBASSY AND BUREAU PERSONNEL SAFE. NO PLANS TO FVACUATE. fp^tTD 



* + LECAT SAID MANY TOURISTS, PROBABLY WELL OVER ONE THOUSAND, 
ARE NOW STRANDED IN HAVANA AND EMBASSY HAS ARRANGED THROUGH 
BsNAVY TO HAVE NAVY VESSEL COMF TO HAVANA AND FVACUATE THESE 


TOURISTS. LEGAT STATED CAPRI HOTEL HAD VERY MINOR DAMA 


END PAGE ONE 
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PACE TWO 

ONE WINDOW AND ONE DOOR BEING BROKEN, NO DAMAGE WHATSOEVER 
TO CAPRIO CASINO ARRANGEMENTS 

MADE TO RECONTACT LEGAT AT ELEVEN PM, INS, WEST PALM BEACH, 

ADVISED AT APPROXIMATELY FIVE PM PILOT OF CUBAN AIR FORCE PLANE 
NINE THIRTEEN WITH TWO MEN ABOARD CHECKED INTO WEST PALM BEACH 
FOR LANDING INSTRUCTIONS, THEN CHANGED MIND AND ASKED FOR BEARING 
ON DAYTONA BEACH, JACKSONVILLE HANDLE, NOTING THAT FULGENCIO 

BATISTA HAS HOME AT DAYTONA, INS, WEST PALM BEACH, ADVISED 

' 1 1 1 11 "•* 

CUBAN AIR FORCE C FORTY SIX NUMBER SIX TEN LANDED THERE AT APPROXI- 
MATELY TEN AM AND CLEARED TO RETURN TO HAVANA, CUBA AT TWO FORTY 
PM. PILOT WAS CUBAN AIR FORCE ACCOMPANIED 

BY CO PILOT AND ONE MECHANIC. PLANE CARRIED FORTYFOUR PASSENGERS, 



MOST NOTEWORTHY OF WHOM APPEAR TO BE AS FOLLOWS. (< 



END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 



BATISTA AND HAD SOME SORT OF UNOFFICIAL CABINET STATUS, 

ALL OF ABOVE ARE STAYING AT PALM BEACH BILTMORE HOTEL, PALM 
BEACH, FLORIDA, WHERE THEY HAVE THIRTY ROOMS, INS HAS ADMITTED 
THEM AS VISITORS IF THEY HAD PROPER DOCUMENTS OR ON PAROLE IF NOT. 
END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 

INS, KEY WEST, FLA. ADVISED THIS EVENING THAT BATISTA-S YACHT MARTA 

III ARRIVED KEY WEST APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY PM TODAY. INS ADVISES 
THIS YACHT HAD ON BOARD 




CUBAN NAVY, 

CUBAN NAVY, 

CUBA Si NAVY, 


CUBAN NAVY, AND SEVERAL ADDITIONAL 


CUBAN NAVY PERSONNEL AND CREW OF PRESIDENTIAL YACHT. ALL THESE 


PERSONS ARE BEING DETAINED ON BOARD YACHT AND YACHT BEING HELD UNDFR 
MARINE GUARDS AT USCG, KEY WEST. INS ALSO ADVISED THF MOTOR 
VESSEL'.OLO KUN II ARRIVED KEY WEST CARRYING TWENTYSIX PERSONS 
AMONG WHOM ^RE 

^AND ht 


b7C 




OTHER PERSONS ON BOARD WERE NOT IMPORTANT ACCORDING 
TO INS AND WERE MERELY FLEEING. ALL THESE PERSONS 

ARE ALSO BEING HELD BY INS A^D ARE NOT BEING ALLOWED TO LEAVE BOAT. 
END PACE FOUR 










PAGE FIVE 



[at SEVEN FIFTYFIVE PM, INS, MIAMI, ADVISED THAT CARLOS 

PR 10 SOCARRAS WAD JUST BEEN INTERVIEWED AT VFNDOME WOTEL, 

* 

MIAMI BEACH. PRIO ADVISED WE DESIRES TO RETURN TO CUBA 
TONIGHT IF A PLANE IS SENT FOR HIM FROM CUBA. INS ADVISED 
PRIO APPARENTLY HAS BEEN IN TFLFPWONIC CONTACT WITH HIS 
FOLLOWERS IN CUBA BUT THAT NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PLANF TO COMF 
FOR HIM HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED. PRIO SAID HE DOES NOT 
INTEND TO RETURN ON ANY FLIGHT WHICH MIGHT BE CHARTERED 
BY JULY TWENTYSIX MOVEMENT^] ALL INTERESTED US AGENCIES AS WELL 


AS LOCAL POLICE AUTHORITIES NOTIFIED AND AWARE OF DETAILS ANB 
DEVELOPMENTS OF INTEREST TO THEM. THIS OFFICE MAINTAINING CONTACT 
WITH INFORMANTS AND FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS OF ENTIRE SITUATION. 

IT DOES NOT APPEAR ANY VIOLATION WITWING OUR JURISDICTION EXISTS 
WITH RESPECT TO DEPARTURE FROM THIS ARFA OF CASTRO OR PRIO 
FOLLOWERS SINCE CASTRO APPARENTLY NOW IN CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT 
IN C$JBA. NO KNOWN ARMED GROUPS DEPARTING. BUREAU WILL BE 
KEPT ADVISED* THIS CONFIRMS AND ENLARGES UPON INFORMATION 
FURNISHED TO SUPERVISOR j/f/} AT BUREAU TELEPHONICALLY. 
TEAGUE 

END AND ACK PLS IN ORDER 
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All. sNFOKMA": ION CONTAf *£D 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM - CUBA, LEGAT JOHN VACHTER, 
HAVANA, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED MIAMI FIVE FIFTY AM THIS DATE THAT 
VERY RELIABLE SOURCES IN CUBA HAVE REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT BATISTA 
HAS LEFT CUBA WITH THREE PLANELOADS OF FAMILY AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
FOR UNKNOWN DESTINATION, FIRST REPORT RECEIVED THREETHIRTY AM THIS 

DATE THROUGH POLICE CONTACTS HAVANA, SAME INFORMATION RECEIVED BY 

** 

OTHER US AGENCIES AT ABOUT SAME TIME FROM OTHER CUBAN SOURCES, 

THIS REPORT BEING ACCEPTED AS A FACT IN US CIRCLES HAVANA, LEGAT 
STATED THAT BATISTA REPORTEDLY LEFT A JUNTA UNDER LEADERSHIP OF 


<v 


V 

s 

> 


V 

\ 


U- 


GENERAL CANTILLO IN CHARGE OF GOVERNMENT. CANTILLO HAS BEEN IN CHARGE fc 
OF MILITARY OPPERATIONS IN ORIENTE PROVINCE FOR BATISTA, LEGAT STATED 


O 

o 


REASON FOR BATISTA-S DEPARTURE UNKNOWN IN VIEW OF MILITARY REPORTS 
OF LAST THREE DAYS IN LAS VILLAS PROVINCE BEING FAVORABLE TO CUBAN 


< 

o 
c c 

o 


GOVERNMENT. LEGAT ADVISED T/HAT SITUATION APPEARS NORMAL IN HAVANA 
BUT ALL NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS IeING TAKEN FOR PRj)TEcffoN EMBASSY 

PERSONNEL. LEGAT HAS ADVISED APPROPRIATE EMBASSY^S r iO^^)l®5NCERNING 

184 J AN 6 1QK 0 

THIS INFORMATION AND IS PREPARING CABLE FOR TRANSMISSION WIDER 
NORMAL METHOD. IN CHARGE OF INVESTIGATIVTIWIT, 

INS, MIAMI, ^^NTACTE^W^IX FIFTEEN AM THIS DATE. HE ASCERTAINED 
THAT Dl^pilftlilkcm, JMS MIAMI, HAD JUST ISSUED AN ALERT TO V* 
PORTS OF ENTRY IN THIS DISTRICT INS TO BE ON LOOKOUT FOR ARRIVAL 
END PAGE ONE 






o 


PACE TWO 

OF BATISTA BUT NO REPORTS YET RECEIVED CONCERNING SUCH ARRIVAL* 


MIAMI WILL IMMEDIATELY ADVISE CONCERNING ANY FURTHER PERTINENf "*• 
DEVELOPMENTS 
END AND ACK PLS 
8-32 PXXX AM OK FBI WA AR 
TU DISC V 
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8-45 PM EST RBJ 


to Director, fbi and sac, new york 

NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 


ALL * * %t \>H kv\* t 'M C ;.;f# * A *MEC ' ». '. ' .. 
HftRE^N ; S U^Ol A.—^- ^ >P T- v 

wf 


FROM SAC, MIAMI 


6P / 


l / 


: / /- 


CUBAN RFVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM CUBA* CONTACTED LFGAT, 
HAVANA, THRFF FORTY FIVE PM TODAY* LFGAT ADVISED MATTERS 
REMAIN UNSETTLED IN CUBA AND HAVANA. flHHHI WHO IS, 

HAS KFPT ARMY IN BARRACKS. 
MEMBERS OF JULY TWENTYSIX GROUP HAVE FORMED MILITIA AND 
ARE ASSISTING IN MAINTAINING ORDER IN HAVANA. LFGAT ADVISED 
THERE HAS BEEN SOME SHOOTING IN OLDER SECTION OF HAVANA BUT 
^APPARENTLY THIS INVOLVES GROUP OF ROWDY CRIMINAL FLEMENT. 





t> BOAT, CITY OF HAVANA, ARRIVED ON SCHEDULE THIS PM IN HAVANA 

^ ^ 4 

AND IS LOADING AMERICAN TOURISTS NOW STRANDED IN HAVANA. 

. ' ) 

>A BOAT CAN ONLY TAKE ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED, AND SLIGHTLY OVFR ONE 

i. 

^ THOUSAND AMERICAN TOURISTS WERE ESTIMATED TO BE IN HAVANA. 


' % 

* 5* 

>1 

x 




LFGAT ADVISED CASTRO UNITS HAD AUTHORIZED PAA TO SEND IN 
TWO FLIGHTS TO HAVANA WHICH WILL FVACUATE ABOUT TWO HUNDRED 
ADDITIONAL AMERICAN TOURISTS, LEAVING ABOUT THREE HUNDRED 
TOURISTS STRANDED. CASTRO ELEMENT STILL IN CONTROL OF ALL 
END PAGE ONE ; 5 / 
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PAGE TWO 

COMMUNICATIONS, GENERAL STRIKE STILL ON. t/ttKKKKM 

BECOMING DESPONDENT OVER DELAY OF CASTRO IN COMING TO 

/ 

HAVANA. LEGAT ADVISED INDICATIONS ARE CASTRO IN COMPLETE 
CONTROL OF COUNTRY AND CASTRO- S DELAY IN COMING TO HAVANA / 
HAS PROBABLY PROLONGED MINOR AMOUNT OF LOOTING AND OTHER 

( DIFFICULTIES ATTENDANT TO REVOLUTIONARY ACTION. LEGAT 
j ADVISED NO INDICATIONS COMMUNISTS HAVE GAINED ANY CONTROL 
DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY UPHEAVAL. (LEGAT REQUESTED BUREAU 
CONSIDER NOTIFYING IMMEDIATE RELATIVES OF BUREAU EMPLOYEES 
1 IN HAVANA THAT ALL SAFE. SPECIFICALLY SUGGESTED 

1 — - T 

BF NOTIFIED IN ARLINGTON. 

) OF SA WACHTER BE NOTIFIED. 4| 0F CLERICAL EMPLOYEE 





PAGE THREE 

ANY DEVELOPMENTS OF PERTINENCE, BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED* 

MIAMI OFFICE REPORTS AS FOLLOWS* U* S. NAVY, KEY WEST, 

ADVISED SUBMARINE TENDERS USS GILMORE AND USS BUSSELL 
DEPARTED KEY WEST APPROXIMATELY NOON TODAY WITH ORDERS TO 
STAND OFF COAST OF CUBA IN EVENT NECESSARY TO ASSIST 
EVACUATION AMERICAN CITIZENS* RE PREVIOUS INFORMATION THAT 

\T MfAMI, INTENDED PERMIT 
TAKE OVER CONSULATE OPERATIONS. AT SUGGESTION ' 
MIAMI OFFICE STATE DEPARTMENT SECURITY AGENT TELEPHONED 
STATE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON FOR INSTRUCTIONS^ STATE 
DEPARTMENT ADVISED JULY *JJfENTYSIX REPRESENTATI VF IN WASHINGTON 
HAD BEEN INFORMED U* S. GOVERNMENT DOES NOT OBJECT JULY 
TWENTYSIX PEOPLE BEING PRESENT IN VARIOUS CUBAN CONSULATES, 
B8T ; *THEY WILL NOT BE RECOGNIZED AS REPRESENTATI VES OF CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT UNTIL SITUATION IN CUBA SOLIDIFIES. STATE 
DEPARTMENT SECURITY AGENT SO INFORMED MIAMI PD AND THAT ^ • 
STATE DEPARTMENT NOT CONCERNED OVER WHICH FACTION OCCUPIED 
CONSULATE SO LONG AS LAW AND ORDER MAINTAINED. MIAMI OFFICE 
DETERMINED THAT AT FOUR PmA^HBI^BwaS 


IflC 




END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 

ON BEHALF OF JULY TWENTYSlX MOVEMENT JOINTLY WITHj 

WHO IS STILL MAINTAINING HIS POSITION IN CONSULATE* 
MIAMI PD HAS THIS INFORMATION. CHANGE WAS ORDERLY. NO 
VIOLENCE HAS OCCURRED AND SITUATION BEING CONTINUOUSLY 
OBSERVED BY MIAMI PD. INS, KEY WEST, ADVISED AT APPROXIMATELY 
SIX PM, JANUARY ONE LAST, CUBAN AIR FORCE PUNE NUMBFR FORTY, 
A PIPER PA TWENTYTWO , HAD ARRIVED WITH PILOT, 

t 

HU IBV C0 PILOT, AND T^REE MEMBERS OF^H^P^AMI ly 
ABOARD. INS, KEY WEST, ADVISED TODAY YACHT SINBAD ARRIVED 
AT KEY WEST FROM CUBA WITH FOLLOWING NOTEWORTHY PERSONS 

ABOARD. ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■B^OLDI NG 

CUBAN DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT^p^PBBHIHHHHHP 

~~ OF UNNAMED 

SUGAR MILL. CITY 

OF HAVANA. WHO CLAIMS TO BE^ 

UNDER BATISTA AND DIPLOMAT. NONE OF THESE PERSONS 
ADMITTED BUT ARE BEING DETAINED BY INS ABOARD YACHT AT KEY 


WEST. INS, MIAMI, ADVISED 
END PAGE FOUR 



AND 


PAGE FIVE 


BOTH OUTSTANDING JULY TWENTYSIX LEADERS, PREPARING DEPART 




MIAMI THIS PM FOR CUBA, EXAMINATION MANIFESTS DEPARTING 
FLIGHTS MIAMI TO CUBA REFLECTS TOTAL TWO HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR 
PASSENGERS. HAVE DEPARTED MIAMI SINCE MIDNIGHT, JANUARY ONE, 
INCLUDING NINETY WHO DEPARTED SEVEN TWENTY AM AND EIGHTY SEVEN 
WHO DEPARTED SIX FORTY FIVE AM TODAY, PASSENGER LISTS INCLUDE 
MEMBERS JULY TWENTYSIX, ORGANIZATION AUTENTICA, CUBA REBELDE, 

V 

REVOLUTIONARY DIRECTORY, AND OTHER CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY GROUPS,-* 
ALSO INCLUDED WERE NINETEEN CUBANS WHO DEPARTED THIS AM IN 
CUBAN MILITARY PLANE FOR CAMP COLOMBIA, HAVANA, ONLY AMERICAN 
ON BOARD SIX FORTY FIVE FLIGHT WAS4BHHHHHV MlA ^ 

AND HAVANA, SLOT MACHINE OPERATOR IN HAVANA, HE WAS REPORTED 
IN CONTACT WITH CARLOS PRIO IN MIAMI SEVERAL YEARS AGO, f 
INS MIAMI ADVISED THEY HAD RECEIVED REPORT THAt PILOT WHO 
BROUGHT AND FAMILY TO FLORIDA 

IS RETURNING CUBA TO BRING fl^HHBlNTO U, S, 


b/ic 


I WHO FLED CUBA TO MIAMI, HAVE BEEN PAROLED AND 


END PAGE FIVE 


PAGE SIX 


IlS IN DETENTION INS* MIAMI OFFICE 
MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH, INFORMANTS AND OTHER INTERESTED 
GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL AGENCIES* NO DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE 
INDICATING ANY VIOLATIONS UNDER BUREAU JURISDICTION. 

END ACK PLS VA AND FOR RELAY 
WA 9** 04 PM OK FBI WA CRA 


tnc 


TU DISCV 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant 
release to you. 

to the exemptions indicated below with no tegregable material available for 

Section 552 


Section 552a 

O (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

O (b)(3) 

O (b)(7)(C) 

□ 000) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

o 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


O (b)(7)(F) 

o 00(4) 

D (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

o 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

EK^Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX rat'DO) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG A » ION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

J Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 

explain this deletion. 


O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 


release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

O (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (bX7)(E) 

O 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

O 00(5) 

O (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

O (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

©''^Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


EJ^Jhe following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages , . , , _ 

109 dmdA -Jk L O ' g£x£a- 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX ra 1 ' 001 


4*3 (R«t. 7-31-Sg) 


DECODED COPY 




:05fM 


£3 Cablegram 


W.C. Sullivan _ 
Tale- Room 

f M? mOB .-38BH 


DECODE OF COOED CABLE NU6UER 577 DATED JANUARY 5, 1959 AT 
HAVANA, CUBA* RECEIVED VIA THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 


URGENT 


72— 




4 ^ 


CUBAN REVOLUTI ONARY ACTIVITIES. 

^M^BBTHIS DATE STATED HE HAO RECEIVED INQUIRY 

frombBIBHHPas ID w ether t here were any political 

EXILES IN AMERICAN EMBASSY. (■■QUESTIONED AMBASSADOR 
AND RECEIVED NEGATIVE REPLY. LATER ■■ CONTACTED BY 

JHAT^Hn^&ftTlDlH*^ W O MENTI ON OF 

■■^pBEING GUEST AT EMBASSY RESIDENCE. (■■ HAS 
DEFINIT E IMPRESSION THIS WAS DONE ON ADVICE OF AMBASSADOR. 
(■BDONF I DENTl ALLY ADVISED HE PERSONALLY KNEW AMBASSADOR 


HIMSELF HAD 



tic 


POSITION TO KNOW SUCH IN FORMATION AS HE MADE SOME PLANS 

VISED NAVY TASK FORCE IS STILL 

OFF COAST OF CUBA OUT OF SIGHT OF LAW). ABOVE FOR 
8UREAU INFORMATION. rx 


RECEIVED: 


IIP 

1-5-59 


imi 

6:2 


iMmSStf JAMES T. HAVERTY 




■ y\ 7 


x oi V\\ 
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ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN / 




URGENT "1-5-59 12-35 PM JLW 
TO/DIRECTOR 1 AND SAC MIAMI 

/ On 

FROM SAC NEW YORK 3P f ^ 

CUBA^N REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM-CUBA 

IS^POSITION TO FURNISH RELIABLE INFORMATION, ADVISED SHE RECEIVED 
INFORMATION FROM* WHO HAD RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL \ 


FROM 



IN HAVANA, WHO STATED THAT 


SINCE CUBAN TREASURY COMPLETELY DEPLETED THE CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE 



AGREED TO WORK FOR ONE MONTH WITHOUT PAY. 


ALSO STATED SHE 


X 


LEARNED FROM SAME SOURCE THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT HAS COME INTO THE 


X 


POSSESSION OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE US MILITARY MISSIONS WHEREIN - 

n 

ADVICE WAS GIVEN TO BATISTA GOVERNMENT AND SETS FORTH THE COMMENTS OF 5 

VARIOUS US MILITARY ADVISERS. ADVISED THAT THE CUBANS NOW WANT £ 

o 

THE RECALL OF ALL THE INDIVIDUALS ASSIGNED TO THE MILITARY MISSIONS 
IN CUBA WHO ASSISTED THE BATISTA GOVERNMENT. 


ALSO STATED THAT g 

& 

SHE ASCERTAINED FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO DESIRED HIS IDENTITY WITHHELD C 


AT THE PRESENT TIME, WHO STATED THAT 0 



AND THEN DISPERSED TO VARIOUS US 

CITIES. IT WAS ALSO REPORTED THAT MEYER LANSKY, ANDl 

NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED WERE GOING DIRECT TO MIAMI BEACH U'7/’ 

i ^ > o {( — 


ENl’EfJMAIM'S 1 -A NO O'BD 






184 Jui; 


1 9 


PAGE TWO 

AND OTHERS WERE COMING TO NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY BUT IDENTITIES WERE 


NOT KNOWN. 


STATED SHE LEARNED FROM THIS SOURCE THAT 


THIS SOURCE STATED THAT 


WHILE THE NEW 


GOVERNMENT IN CUBA IS STILL UNSETTLED. THIS SOURCE WILL ADVISE< 


IS CONNECTED WITH THE CIVIC RESISTANCE GROUP AND IS 

OF SANTIAGO, CUBA, ADVISED THAT HE RECEIVED INFORMATION 
FROM A SOURCE WHOSE IDENTITY HE WOULD NOT DISCLOSE THAT 


GRAMERCY PARK HOTEL IN THE APARTMENT OF ONE 


INFORMATION 


REGARDING* 


I ALLEGED PRESENCE IN NYC WAS FURNISHED TO NYCPD 


WHO WILL ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THIS INFORMATION. 

STATED SHE RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
FAMILY RESIDES IN SANTIAGO, CUBA, AND WHICH IS FRIENDLY WITH DR* MANUEL 


ALSO 

WHOSE 


URRUTIA. 

END PAGE TWO 


TOLD 


THAT SHE LEARNED THAT FIDEL 
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w. 
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v» 
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PAGE THREE 

CASTRO REFUSES TO ENTER HAVANA UNTIL HE SOLIDIFIES HIS POSITION IN 
CUBA BY VISITING ALL ARMY GARRISONS, PLACING HIS MEN IN CHARGE AND 
REMOVING ARMS FROM ALL BATISTA FOLLOWERS, ^HB^BHPSTATED THAT 

AI*S° RELATED THAT CASTRO HAS ALLOWED DR, URRUTIA TO ENTER 
HAVANA AND WILL ASSUME THE OFFICE OF PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT THIS 
DATE AND THAT THE NEW CABINET OFFICIALS ALREADY APPOINTED WITH ASSUME 
THEIR POSTS IMMEDIATELY. TOLD^BUTHAT THEY WERE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE FACT THAT QUOTE CHE^UNQUOTE GUEVARA AND^U 
(■■TOLD FIDEL CASTRO NOT TO GIVE UP ANY POWERS UNTIL HE IS FULLY 

IN CONTROL OF THE CUBAN SITUATION. 4BHHHBV r0LD THAT 

SHE LEARNED FROM HAVANA THIS DATE THAT CASTRO WILL NOT FOLLOW ABOVE 
ADVICE BUT HAS ALLOWED THE NEW CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT TO COME INTO POWER 
ANDMAKE ALL DECISIONS. ■§^■^0 FURTHER STATED THATflH^BI^^Mi 
WEALTHY SUGAR GROWER, WHO WILL TAKE TH£ 

SUGAR COMMISSION, HAS ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT <MBH^V AT 
IN FLORIDA, AND THAT^^HBwiFE GAVE ■■■■■■■■■ RESIDENCE 
AND TELEPHONE AT THE PARK CHAMBERS HOTEL, NYC AND IS MOMENTARILY 
EXPECTING A CALL FROM HAVANA. 4 ^HVaLSO STATED THAT SHE LEARNED 
FROM •^^■■■■■■THAT HER HUSBAND WAS CALLED TO HAVANA TO TAKE 
PART IN A POLITICAL MEETING PRIOR TO URRUTIA-^WlNG OVER OFFICE OF 
PRESIDENT. PRESENT AT THIS MEETING AMONG THE OPPOSITIKON WAS ■( 1 q 7C 
QUOTE^f^PuNQUOTE TOLD •■■THAT CARLOS PR 10 

ATTEMPTED TO SIT IN ON THIS MEETING BUT WAS EXCLUDED.^ BUREAU WILL BE 
KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, 
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URGENT 1-5-59 11-10 AM LWB 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW YORK 
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 
FROM SAC, MIAMI 

CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM- CUBA. LEGAT, HAVANA, CONTACTED 
TEN TEN AM. DIRECTORIO REVOLUCIONARIO AND JULY TWENTYSIX HAVE 
APPARENTLY RESOLVED THFIR DIFFERENCES. DR WILL PROBABLY BE GIVFN 
REPRESENTATION IN NEW GOVERNMENT. MANUEL URRUTIA, PROVISIONAL 


\ 

\ 

ag 

§ 

E 


PRESIDENT, NOW OCCUPIES PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. FIDEL CASTRO FXPFCTFD TO g 


ARRIVE TOMORROW IN HAVANA. CITY QUIET. VFRY LITTLE PATROLLING OF 


< 

5 

o 


STREETS. WHAT PATROLS THERE ARE, ARE COMPOSED OF JULY TWFNTYSIX VETS. E 
ALL' BANKS AND STORES OPEN TODAY. TRANSPORTATION NORMAL. ALL PERSONNEL 
FINE. NO FURTHFR CONTACTS PLANNED. SUBSEQUENT COMMUNICATION WILL BE 1 


BY CABLE FROM LEGAT. 

END AND ACK FOR RDLAY 
WA 11-13 AM OK FBI WA DI 
TU 
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OJice Aiem 1 lum • united ? 

MB. A. B. BELMOMT (jjO^ 

'. B. B. BOAC^^ 


TO 


rxoM 


GOVERNMENT 

date: January 15, 1959 


MR, 


SUBJECT: 


NEUTRALITY MATTERS 


f 


W.C. Sullivan _ 
TcIb. Room 

Reference is made to my wumorandum of J anua ry^^l 959 
m a f in mtainiiio a Tr#a#aru attoc&i 



advising you of Cut toms * ooncern in retaining a Treasury attache 
in Havana, Cuba, 

Bureau 

advised our Liaison that Customs had decided not to return its 
Treasury attache to Havana (mho is presently in this country, having 
returned for the Christmas holidays ) until April of 1959, and them 
only if conditions mill permit it. Customs 1 concern is, of course, I -j/o 
the resu lt of the ir action in seising arms destined for the Castro O (L_ 
forces. t* also concerned with the fact that the Rebels 

have kiu^^^^^^^Wiat Customs ageirf^it^JMa^^ha^f requent dealings 
with in 


My memorandum of January 7, 1959, also pointed out that 
Alcohol Tobacco Tax Division , the Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service , and Customs all have seisure powers. Although these agencies 
frequently work together on neutrality matters, they were just as 
frequently in competition with each other concern ing these seisure 
cases. 


AGXIM* 


For your information. 



// 


I 

, — HORDED 
17 f 'JAN )(i 1959 





23 JAN 19 igg§ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memofandum • UNITED ST^ES GOVERNMENT 


Mr. A. H. Belmont 




Mr. R. R* Roach 




SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 


date: January 9, 1959 


Tolson _ 
Boardman 
Beimonj; 
Mohr jO?, 
NeasefC. 
Parsoi® . 


an 


CTION 


None. For your information . 


SJP:bjt f/V 
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Belmont 
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DECLASSIFY ON; 25 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiRED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE. 
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c;\ $ { \ 


2 JAN J 9 1959 
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CrAtSMIO FORM no. 04. . 



Hce M jndum ♦ uniti ’ rES government 


1 j~ Mr , Belmont 


ro A, If, Belmo 


yf. 


1 - Mr, Wannall f'AMnn 


date: January 1 9> 


FROM 




SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 

!v\ _ > t 

H Bureau has received an advai 

Fulton Lewis Jr, r s " Washington report 1 




l/ 


foH Bureau has received an advanced copy o/ •** ' *i«ei 

>- Fulton Lewis Jr,*s " Washington report” for 1 416-59 which 

reported that there has been a tendency to write off the jJLidj 

communist connections of Fidel Castro because Batista *s jtU a 

^ agents were the original disseminators of the charge. The 
Jk release stated that the police dossiers in Bogota , Colombia, lists 
Fidel Castro as a ring leader in the bloody uprisings of 194&, 
the time of the Pan American Conference, staged by the H Reds, n 
™ After the revolt, the police searched the room shared by Castro 
^ and another revolutionary, both of whom were attending a Colombian 
^ student conference as representatives of the communist-cont rolled 
^ International Students * Union, According to the release, a press 
sl correspondent there wrote that an examination of correspondence 
the room reflected that Castro and his companion belonged t 
^l^the Communist Party, 


W .~ -Vsi. > * 

W* 


Tamm 1 

Nease - — -L 
VinterrowdC. 
Tele. Room 

1 Holloman — 

j** — 



• 47C 




I The rel ease reported that Castro , s^/^KE^BEf//f 

had been identified repeat \ w, 

S> »*<>*• nr +.h* ifommun ist Party and that Castro's 

^^h adbeen arrested in Mexico two years ago, together vs 

Uth Ca8tra^////0ffcand twenty other hard-corj^fol lowers for foment ihgZ 
| revolution agairist a friendly nation, Reportedly was ’ 

member of the n Cuban Young Communist Party, n il 

r s 

years 

















Memorandum 4HHHV to Belmont 
RE: Cuban Political Situation 




loK 


The article stated Castro and his staff had strong communist 
affiliations and named the individuals referred to by Lewis 
and described their positions and communist activities in 
a similar manner . The Legat advised the newspaper article 
of 12-l?-57 indicated the data contained therein had, been 
published in the December , 1957 » issue of the "Intelligence 



Ernes t o Cue va ra Be rna ; the i nd z v i dual s referred to by Lewis , 
obtained through a review of our files . The information 
attached is broken down according to data furnished by othe £ 
U.S. Government agencies and data developed byiBureau. Data 
furnished by otheT^Laencie^m^princ^oa^hJfrom State 
Department All data 

received from Bureau sources , except material from news media, 
was disseminated to interested Government agencies . 


b\ 


ACTION: 


None . 


For your information . 
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b1 c 
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FIDEL CASTRO 


J« Information Developed by OtJhej r United States QOJ^JJjment Agencies 


SESRfT 




J- 



_ ‘ormation in our files received from other 

United ’Slfates (U* S*) Government agencies reflect numerous 
allegations that F ideif^asfr Q has been: A member of a 

communist group, a communist sympathizer arid an aspirant 
to liecoming a Marxist leader in Cuba * Information also 
reported that Castro* s movement oSFSxtor at ed vervy closely with 
the Cuban Communist Youth Organization in Camaguey Province 
and received support from the Cuban Communist Party * Many 
allegations linkin g Castr o with communism have emanated from 
the Cuban Governme nt * | ffi te Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) 
advised Cuban GovefRmknt is inclined to refer to all rebel, 
sympathizers as communists * In this respect, representative 
statements attributed to the Cuban Government by other U * "S*. 
Government agencies are as follows: Castro is a communist 

sympathizer with communist ideals; Castro is either a communist 
or the nearest typng to it; Castro established contacts with communist 
elements whift.e 'ih Mexico, and Castro f s movement is being, or 
is poss i&ti) completely, infiltrated by the Cuban Communist 
Pa r tyJQtf ta. I9- 539-50, 141; 64-200-210-1638; 109-480-228, 233; 

1 09^430-879) 

January 10, 1958, issue of the Spanish- language 
newspaper "El Diario de Nmeva York" published in New York City 
carried an item entitled " Say That Fidel Castro Has Ex-Communists 
on His Staff*" This article commented on a report in the 
London review "Intelligence Digest " by Kenneth de Courcy who 
reported that Castro and his revolutionary staff have a strong 
communist affiliation* He also reported that Castro also 
received assistance in cash, arms, and ammunition from the 
Soviet Union* According to the article appearing in "El Diario ■, 

de Nwev a York" observers in Cuba were of the opinion that the 
fact that Castro has on his staff £ome collaborators uiho were 
communists in the past does not mean that he has any compromises 
with the communists now, although he is receiving from them ‘ 
aid that 
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In connection with the Bogotazo incident , State 
advised that Colombian .detectives found some of Castro's 
mail at the time of the riots , which indicated he was a 
y member of the Cuban Communist Party • (6^-1201-13^9) 






r 






r 


II, Information Developed by Bureau 

Le^af^JHavana le tter to Bureau 3-17-49 reflects 

luban National Police , advised that 
'idel Castro was among the group of agitators in jfront of the 
American Embassy on 3-12-49, Havana . According to Legat , a 
UP news item dated 4-19-48 at Bogota reported correspondence 
found in Fidel Castro's effects in a hotel room indicated 
he was a member of the Communist Party. (64-1201-1437) (Public source , 


San Juan report 1-3-51 reflects following the 
uprising in Puerto Rico in September and November , 1950* 

on 12-12-50 , advised that Cuban students organized 
*iwo "cormTitees to maintain the fight for independence for 
Puerto Rico . According to the source , Fidel Castro headed the 
committee sponsored by the communists. Dissemination AAG, 

Secret Service , ONI , 0-2, OSI, and INS, 1-9-51. (62-77721 -i860) 

Legat, Havana report dated 8-17-53 reflects 
Cuban Government stated through a censored Cuban press that 
members of the Cuban Communist Party had been involved in"the 
7-26-53 attempt to overthrow the Cuban Government under t he 
leadership of Fidel Castro. Disseminated to State *4HHi INS, 
9-1-53* (64-24990-42) 




KX 


[Meu 


1 (pw York report 11-6-53 reflects information 

received from Legat, Havana that during Fidel Castro's student 
days he was reported to be closely associated with communists 
and was reliably reported to have been present^^^^ogota in 

State 


iseminated to 


1948 wh&^^ie uprising took place in that cit r 

>wKK 0SI ’ oni » °~ 2 > INS > Customs , 12*71*8-53. (109-430-938) 

M ami report 1-4-56 reports Fidel Castro entered 
s at San Antonio , Texas, 10-20-55 and departed 
Miami, Florida, 12-10-55 f or Mexico City . During this period 
while in the United Stages, Castro was interviewed by INS and 
stated he had never been a member of any organization affiliated 
with the Communist Party. Report reflects no evidence of 
Communist Party activity or association on thevatrt of Castro 

period he was in the United St gtegj^fQ Disseminated to 
^/gCustoms, INS, 1-12-56 ; OSII2/13-58 . (109-539-40) 


fcA 


during the 
RAB, State, 


& 


A letter to the Director dated 4-3-56 fromi 

Guatemala City, Guatemala, contained the allegation that Castro > 
had ideas of a communist rather than a nationalist and if he JD 
proved successful in overthrowing the Cuban Government, that » a 

country wouM^Jhen become a satellite of the USSR . Disseminated Q7- 

to State, ^^^4-30-56. (64-39234-2)0 



* 


A# 





Leg at t Madrid letter**lh*Bi}fim&u dated 5~5~5& 
advised Madrid , Spain , daily newspaper "ABC," issue of 
carried^ an article^ refl^ctin g an interview with 

\the Cuban Government , 


one 


who stated Fidel Castro 
public source material . 


is a communist . 

( 109 - 539 - 147 ) 


No dissemination. 
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January 19, 1959 


I. 


R3: 



Information developed 



by other U. S. Government agencies 




have received. 


information from o ther U. 
.s follows. 


Government 



'leftists ana communists, a z rerzst two of uastro 
have been closely associated with known communists . 
officers under Batista regime reported he is either 
nearest thing to being a communist. Forces under 
communist-type language. He has evidenced bitter 
sentiments and authored orde/c* calling for capture 
in area under his command. 


0 %) 


chief iieux 
Cuban Army 
communist or 
his command used 
anti-U. S. 
of all Americans 



The above information is contained in the following 
Bureau files: 64-200-210- l8j0; 64-200-210-1629 ; 109-539-141; 

100-399191-47, Exhibit page 4; 109-55 1-85; 109-551-64; 109-480-1005; ' 

109-480-1000; 109-480-1027; 109-551-107; MO-o-3319; 109-480-1036; 

109-539-154 . 


h. Information developed by Bureau 


Can contained information 1 - 1 /-> 

received Luis Potosi, Mexico,- J 2 |C_ 







ENCLOSURE 


Consul*) 






0 


Raul Oastro 


SBRE 


that 4Kt/^KKE//P was chiefly responsible for the kidnap ing of 
American citizens by the Cuban rebel forces. described 

himself as a staunch follower of Fidel Castro in Mexico. This data j^’ |CL 
wa^disseminated to Internal Security Division, State Department, » _ 
m/// C-2, ONI, QSI and Customs on 8/l8/f>8 and is located in Buredy. QcX. 

file 109 - 480 - 1072 . 

New York memorandum 12/ 1 2/ 88 contained information 
received from ^/////////ff/t/// free lance newspaperman who was 
in Cuba from 1^2^^88to^2/ 1 0/58 and who interviewed Fidel Castro 
while ther^^/j/tK/^j^///^ said he was shown document allegedly 
wri tten////////////^/which was strongest communist document he had , — » . 
ever seen. He said he spoke to Fidel Castro about the document and ^ K 
Fidel indicatedd is approval of document and appeared upset over it and 
i because of^////§ activities . This informati on was disseminated to f 
Internal Security Division, State Department ,////} G-2, ONI, OSI LH 
and Customs on 12/l6/48 and. i a 7 na.n+.pd in Hun>nu -File> 1 00—4.41 —1 PA. 


12 / 16/58 


located in Bureau file 109~55\f^24. 


















We have received no information from other United States 
Government agencies concerning communist activities on the spirt 
of the subject • 


formation Develoi 


the Bureau 


On 10-24-5?, versal Research 
and Consultants, Inc orporateai Washington, D • C •, « registered 
*qgent of the Batista Government of Cubp,, advised that the 
subject, who was at that time with Fidel Castro, was a member h r 
of the Young Communist League and a known courier for tHe ^ 
cbmmiriisis • This inf ormat ion was disseminated by the Bureau \ 

on 10-30-57 to State, Q/M G-2, ONI, OSI, IMS, former * fc 

Assistant Attorney General Tompkins and Customs • ( 1 05-58453-20) 


WFO furnished memorandum dated 5-l8-58^together with 
em^^M&s, consisting of a statement made by^ 
fHPf referred to above, to the United StatesSenaz^^ 
Foreign Relations Committee on 4-2-58 * Attached to the . 

statement was a copy of a document entitled "Report on Cuba," \ 
date^October , 1957 • This report was written and published 
■^ le r ep° r t stated that subject ims a member of 
zn^^wungCommunist Party of Cuba • \The memorandum, together 
with the above-mentioned documents, was disseminated to State, 
BAB on 5 - 19 - 58 . (109-480-914) 
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ERNEST^^EVAR^^RNaI also known as 
Ernesto " Che, JSm&te vara, "Che" Guevara 


Information Developed bv Other United States Government 


Aaencies 


09-460-yvy, 109-480-1452, 109-551-85, 97-3244-1897 109-539-77 
109-539-141, 105 - 19305 - 5 * 105 - 19305 - 1 * 109 - 480 - 837 , 105 - 19305-8 

109-539-A, 109-551-84) 


II, Information Developed bu the Bureau 


Our files reflect subject teas in U±S , from 8/3/52 
until 9 / 2/52 and investigation was conducted concern 


tivities durzna that sta 


He denied ( v _ y 

Tie was a c ommunis^^^^KB^^^m^^Tut inatcated Tie aether ed to * / 
communism and described himself as a "leftist, " Our investi- 
gation developed no information of a subversive nature 
during his stay in the N»S, , and Miami report dated 9/2/52 
reflecting results of our investigation and including above allega 
tion from State Department was disseminated 9/19/52 to 
the Records Admirrfstra^U)^BrancJ^RAB^o^th^De]xtrt7nent, 

State Department pO. 
Immigration and Naturalization ServiceilNS) , (105-1 93^5-3) 


Legat, Mexico, report dated 10/2 / 56 reflected 
that Mexico City daily newspaper, "Novedades," 6 / 27/56 carried 
article indicating Mexican National Security Police had 
uncovered " Red infiltration of the plot against F, Batista," 
Article stated among subjects detained was Ernesto Guevara Serna, 

:^kt 

~ 9 rOCf } 2 :- lO ilV 

enclosob® 





described as an Argentine national and a political 
revolutionary from Guatemala following the overthrow 
of the Arhenz Government. Article stated Guevara was an 
active member of the Mexican - Russian Cultural Institute. KJ) 
This report was disseminated to RAB , State A Army, ^c/" 

Customs , Air Force , Navy and INS on 10/22/55. c 1 09-539-88) 

A San Antonio memorandum dated 8 / 6/58 contained 
information from is source who claimed he was familiar 
with Cuban revolutionary activities and who, according to 
another U. S. Government agency , has furnished unreliable 
information in the past to that agency. This- source stated 
during interviews from 7/l4-l6/5o that Guevara openly admits 
that he is a communist and distributes Soviet propaganda 
to his men. Source also stated that Guevara gives his ' Y\\ 

officers instructions in commnist doctrine. This memorandum wJk 
was disseminated to State, ^//^fArmu. Navy, Air Force, 

Customs and RAB, on 8 /l 8 / 58 . ri09~4e&i 0 / 2 ) 

Washington Field Office (WFO) furnished memorandum 
dated 5 / 16/58 toaethe^wVth^nclosures consisting of a ’ * 
statement a registered agent 

of the Batistauu^^r^e^vmru^^^theU. S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on 4 / 2 / 58 . ^////ffhttached to his 
• statement a copy of a document enfrT&Sa "Repori^T^Cuha" l/l f 

fc^^^^fotober, 1957 , which was and 0 I ^ 

(iHpmk Information in th& publication, "Report on Cuba, ” 
reflected that Guevara as of June, 1956, was chief of personnel 
for Castro and an active member of the Russo Mexican Institute 
of Cultural Relations . This publication also stated that 
Guevara is believed to be the principal link between Castro \\~) 
and international communism. The memorandum together - 


with above-mentioned documents was disseminated to State, 
^P|and RAB on 5/19/58. , (10Q-480-914) iV 

Me morandum dated 5/29/58 prepared by New York Office 
reflects one described as being in 

a position to furnish refiabl^information, advised 5/1-3/58 
that Guevara, although denying he is a communist, gives every 
indication in his talk of being a Marxist or at least a 
"fellow traveler. " This source also stated accusations I 

have been made in Cuba that Guevara is a communist, and such C 
has b&en embarrassing to the July 26 Movement to such an 
extent that a leader of the Movement in Santiago de Cuba 
had sent a letter to Guevara asking him to make a formal 
anticommunist statement. The source stated Guevara refused 




* 


* 


SECRET 

i i 


4* 


to make a statement to thi^effect. This memorandum was 
disseminated to State,^^^Army, Navy, Air Force, Customs 
and FAB on 6 / 17 / 58 . ( 97—3243-157) 


bJ 


B|® 


A Legat, Mexico , report dated . 1/31/57 contained 
information furnished 12/4/56 by ^/KKK^that Guevara has 
been denounced in the Mexico City press as being an Argentine^ 
communist leader who has been involved with Fidel Castro e 
in Cuban revolutionary activities. This report wa^^^ 
disseminated to RAB, Interior Department, State WT) 

and Secret Service on 2/15/57 * ( 62 - 7721 - 6436 ) 

The same information vns included in another \ ^ 

Legat, Mexico, memorandum dated 12 / 31/56 which vns disseminated GG\ 
to RAB, Secret Service, State, Interior, JHHfclmz/ and 
Navy on 1/14/57* (IOO// 6663 - 77 ) 



received from 

_____ * Washington , D. 0., t 

which was entitled ' Notes on Communist Activities in the l/l(L 

Caribbean prepared by professors of University of Santo dimming <P 
in Collaboration with Other Experts in Caribbean Politics . " 

In this document, the name of Ernesto Guevara Serna was 
listed as one of the more important leaders and agents of 
international communism in the Caribbean. This document { 

vns disseminated to RAB, State aroaHHbn 11/13/57* 1 97-3364-20 ) Gc/~ 


In addition to the above information which has been 
developed by the Bureau and disseminated as set forth above, 
our files reflect a Washington City News Service release 
dated 1/12/59 which stated that charges have been made in 
the past that there was considerable communist influence 
in the revolutionary movement led by Fidel Castro. This 
article indicated that it has been alleged in the past that 
Dr. Ernesto Guevara was a communist. This news release 
attributed this information to an official of the U. S. 
Government, and the official further stated that no evidence , 
had been received to back up the charge against Guevara and 
that the revolutionary elements in Cuba have been trying to 
avoid any communist tinge. ( 105 - 19305 *A) 


Another Washington City News Service release dated 
6 / 27/56 reported that the Director of Mexico's "FBI " said 
the "Cuban revolutionary conspiracy" uncovered in Mexico City 
during June , 1956, appeared to have been supported by 
"certain communist organisations of the international type. " 

$ECgf 
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The release further statedvthqt the Chief of Mexican 
Security Police said the documents captured in the roicndup 
of twenty Latin American revolutionaries indicated a 
'Tied liriK n through Dr . Ernesto Guevara Serna , an Argentine 
physician expelled from Guatemala following the fall 
of the procommunist regime there in 19f>4. (l 09-5 39-A) 
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<p^ i - Roach 
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SUBJECT: C'tffi/LV POLITICAL SITUATION 



Tolson r | 

Board man 1 i/ 

Belmont tQ fv 

Parsing 

Bosen 

Tamm ; 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 
Tele. Room _*.> 


Reference is made to a memorandum from Mr. Roach to qj| 

Mr. Belmont dated 1-15-59 which advised that 'Under Secretary of Statem 
Eerter would like the director to come to his office for Ituich'on Monat 
l-ig-59 f at 1 p.m. and that Governor Eerter would like to discuss some 
ramifications of the Cuban situation. 






Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
Re: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 

109-12-210 


A meeting was held by the Attorney General in h.is office with 
representatives of Justice , State, Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) , Customs, and the Bureau on 10-14-57 to discuss whbt, if any, 
action could be taken against Carlos Frio Socarras, former president of 
Cuba, who resided in Miami, and his followers , Mr, Belmont represented 
the Bureau, The Attorney General observed that this appeared to be an 
explosive situation and a conference was called to get the facts on the 
table and to see that everything was done that could be done. The State 
Department position was that the activities of Frio werelcausing 
embarrassment to the U, S, Government, The State Department representative^ 
at the meeting suggested that high priority be given to h,ny action which 
could be taken against Prio, Mr, Belmont advised the Attorney General 
that we had been actively investigating Brio's activities since his 
entry into the U. S, The Attorney General was^advised ttyat our approach 
in Cuban matters was threefold: (1) to investigate violations of 

Neutrality Laws under our jurisdiction; (2) to provide data to the ^ 

Department for its determination as to whether the activities of Prio and 
his followers require their registration under the Foreihn Agents 
Registration Act; and (J) to gather information which might be helpful 
to State Department and other agencies , 


The Attorney General was advised that we have c 
investigated all reports of pertinent activities coming 1 
and had furnished results to the Department and other ini 
j 4 s a consequence, we have stressed coverage of Cuban siti 
collection and dissemination of information. 


ctively 

0 our attention 
erested agencies . 
at ion and the 


From the outset of our coverage of Cuban activities , it was 
evident that the chief vehicle of the pro-Castro element in the U, S, 
was the July 26 Movement, which took its name from the abortive attempt 
of Fidel Castro to capture the Moncada Army Barracks in juba on 7-26-53 • 
Following this attempt , Castro briefly visited the U, S, in late 1955> 
at which time he established branches of his Movement in Miami and 
New York, With the establishment of these branches in this country, we 
instituted intensive coverage of their activities. Our investigations 
reflected that as the Movement grew, it gradually expanded to include 
branches in Boston, Newark, San Juan, Chicago, Los Angeles, .and 
San Francisco, Our coverage, likewise, was expanded to include the 

A 


- 3 - 




Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
Re: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 

109-12-210 


coverage of these branches. Since it was evident at its inception 
that the primary aim of the July 26 Movement in the U, S, was to assist 
in any way it could in bringing about the downfall of the Batista 
Government , the need for prompt and wide dissemination of the information 
we developed was recognized and we adopted a policy of disseminating data 
developed to Department, State, Af[my, Navy, Air Force, Customs, and INS, 
We called the attention of these dgencies to the active revolutionary 
nature of the Movement in this country prior to the invasion of Cuba by 
Castro which took place in December , 1956, 


For example, we disseminated reports showing the active nature 
of the Miami and New York branches as early as April, 1956, In January, 
1957} we disseminated the membership list of the Miami branch, which at 
that time consisted of 224 'individuals. Through our investigative efforts 
we identified the leaders of the various branches in the U, S. and 
identified their supporters, j 


consequences of his acts. Tie 
Castro supporter openly threatened 
endeavored 


I Our investigations revealed that many of the persons connected 

with the Movement were fanatics. We would find that after being arrested 
in one area of the U, S, for violation of Customs Laws, a member would 
turn up in another part of the country engaging in similar activities, 
despite the fact that he was on probation and was well aware of the 

have 1 developed information indicating that a 
\to shoot any Federal agent who 

to interfere with his activities. The dangerous nature of these 
individuals was such as to require notice to the field by SAC Letter in 
order that Agents would be in a position to protect themselves. All of 
this information indicating the fanaticism of the Castro supporters and 

nt of their dedication to their cause was made available to State, 

I other agencies so that they would be in a position to assess the 
usness of the problem. As early as October, 1956, we advised these 
agencies of alleged plans of a small group in Miami to leave the U. S, V^h 
for Cuba with arms for the purpose of engaging in revolutionary activity 
against the Batista Government, It is noted that this was two months 
before the invasion of Cuba by Castro, which culminated in the overthrow 
of the Batista regime. 


on, 1 a crij 

ip 


With the invasion of Cuba in December, 1956, by Castro, the 
activities of the Movement in this country became bolder and more 
aggressive, particularly in the illegal sTyjfement of arms and ammunition. 






Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 

109-12-210 


Despite the fact that the illegal shipment of arms is a matter 
within the primary jurisdiction of Customs , Bureau went beyond j 

jurisdictional lines and aggressively collected information pertaining to. 
this activity , which was promptly furnished to Customs , State, ^^Kvand 
other interested agencies. This was possible because we followed the 
practice of investigating and, where warranted, interviewing every 
individual who came to our attention as having connections with Cuban 
activities either of a pro-Castro or pro-Batista nature. We found many 
of these persons were cooperative, claiming to have no grudge against the 
U. S. or interests against U. S. and frequently furnished data on Cuban 
activities. As a resul t of our asPBQSSh &A th& time of the capitulation 
the Batis ta regime, 

as info rman t s and 


nr orman 


WRiESSSBlEil 


accurate i nfo rma 



regularly provided information , which 
was promptly passed on to all interested agencies. 

During the past two years, we have disseminated over 22 5 items 
consisting of more than 1,4-75 pages of intelligence data relating to the 
■July 26 Movement, its members, and it^activities . Of course , all of 1 
this has gone to State Department and^^^^Ufj 

It would be impossible for anyone to read this material and noi 
come to the immediate realization that the July 26 Movement was wide - 
\jijj$£ead and extremely active in this country and presented a concrete 
‘ threat to the Batista regime. 


In order to more aggressively pursue our investigative 
responsibility under Title lo, Section 960 ( organizing a military 
expedition within the U. S . against a friendly country) , the Department 
was requested at a conference on 12 - 30-58 to explore the possibility of 
conferring seizure powers on the Bureau. On 1-15-59 <2 letter was received 
from the Department stating that the Office of Legal Counsel was of the 
opinion that seizure powers could be conferred on the Bureau by Executive 
Order. This matter is the subject of a separate memorandum. 





■4 



IlL. ii 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 


None . It was thought that this information might he of 
interest to the Director in the event he meets with Governor Herter 
and in the event this is the trend of the discussion. • < 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


to 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


A, H, Belmont 




date: January 14, 1959^^ y/ 




CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 



Reference is made to a memorandum from Mr, Roach to 
Mr, Belmont dated 1-9-59 t which indicated that Under Secretary 
State Herter might call on the Director possibly to discuss the 
Cuban situation. For the information of the Director , a brie, 
summary of the current Cuban situation is being set forth: 


Trotter 
Clayton 
Tele. RoomV 
Holloman 
Gandy 




principal aides fled to 

the Dominican Republic , Othef^Batista adherents including some members 
of Batista' s family fled to the United States, We are considering 
the matter of incoming pro-Batista refugees to the United States , p 

primarily a matter of asylum for the Immigration and Natural i zat i ort^j o 

Service and State Department to handle. However, we a)re carefully / o 

watching the situation to make sure that appropriate action is tqk&n [j 
in the event any individuals of particular security or' criminal interest y 
are admitted to the United States, Demonstrations of <; mti-Batis&qJ 
Cubans in the United States took place in conjunction with the arrival 
of pro-Batista refugees in all United States cities involved. 

While the pro-Batista refugees were arriving in the United States 


many anti -Batista exiles including former 
Socarras were departing for Cuba, 

109-12-210 



Cuban Pres id 
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CLASSIFY Gi 
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SECftJ 

The United Press reported that American tourists 
caught in Havana during the upheaval complained that the 
American Embassy failed to notify them of the danger ; 
provided only skimpy meals ; and failed to relay evacuation 
reports to them from Washington. 

Following Batista's flight , a military junta took 
command of the Cuban Government. Castro , however, immediately 
made it clear he would accept nothing less than the complete 

I capitulation of the Government forces and would fight on until 
his candidate for provisional president, Manuel Urrutia, 
was named to the presidency. Castro's forces quickly obtained 
complete control of Cuba / with the installation of Urrutia 
as provisional president a semblence of normality returned to 
Cuba. 


In the United States the remaining pro-Castro exiles 
were concerned that one of their number might become involved 
in an incident which might reflect unfavorably on the new 
Government of Cuba and indicated that anyone who became 
involved in such an incident would be severly dealt with. 

Almost immediately after the flight of Batista, 

■reports were received that the pro-Castro element was not in 
i favor of the continuance of Earl E. T. Smith as United States 
I Ambassador to Cuba as he was looked upon as a symbol 0 / Batista. 

1 Smith's resignation was publicly announced on 1/10/59 v On 
1/12/59 » the Cuban magazine "Bohemia" carried an unsigned 
article attacking Smith stating Smith had been close to Batista 
for the purpose of obtaining concessions for big American 
business ; that Smith claimed that the Castro forces were 
communists ; and that Smith had been Batista's best propagandist 
for the "electoral farce" which took place in November, 195 & • 

1 

I Since the establishment of the new Government in 

Cuba, it has been reported that the Communist Party is operating 
openly and publishing its newspaper "Hoy"; that more than 2,200 
persons connected with the Batista regime including some 800 in 
Havana are under arrest some of whom have already been executed; 
that Castro and other leaders of his movement have publicly stated 
that the United States military missions should be recalled from 
Cuba and that Castro has indicated that only a limited number of 
gambling casinos catering only to American tourists would be 
allowed to reopen. Legat, Havana, on 1/12/59 commented that, 
while Castro continued to hold numerojM press conferences , the 
provisional president remained quie-f^^ 
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The Bureau has closely followed the activities of 
anti-Batista exiles in the United States , particularly to 
determine whether their activities brought them within the 
purview of the Foreign Agents Registration Act or neutrality 
statutes under our jurisdiction . For example as a result 
of our investigations the Department , has registered the Castro 
movement in New York , Miami and Chicago and is soliciting the 
registration of the movement in Los Angeles. In addition, 

| since June , 1958, the Department has solicited the registration 
[ 0 / or registered 7 other individuals 91 organizations . 

Included among these uxis the solicitation of the registration of 
Cuba's provisional president on 12/19/58. The Department has 
also authorized the prosecution of one individual for failure 
to register and he was indicted H/l^/ 58 . 


Our intelligence coverage has produced voluminous 
information concerning anti-Batista exile activity, which was 
promptly given wide dissemination to the interested agencies , 
including the Department of State , While the information 
disseminated by us originated with numerous sources familiar 
with anti-Batista and pro-Castro activity, it is noted that 
| the Miami Office developed one highly valuable informant who 
I was extremely close to the Castro m ovement^ Egr exa mple 

ormant m 

_ Cuba, which resulted 

in his obtaining valuable intelligence data which was promptly 
made available to the interested agencies . Information 
furnished by this informant also provided the basis for action 
by other age ncies such as Customs . -4s an indication of the 
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SUBJECT: 


CONFERENCE ON CUBA 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF FOB INTELLIGENCE 



On January 15 , 1959 , Bureau repreaentatTv9rsat in on 
the above informal conference as observers , which was held for tH 
purpose of briefing Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence (ACi 
the Cuban situation, particularly Castro's military victory, an 


on 


to develop 
leaders. 


any available biographical data on his principal milit 


It was ACSI's opinion that Castro's military victory 



due both to Castro's successful guerrilla tactics and the incompetence 



of Batista's commanders. Specifically , it was pointed out that through 
his guerrilla tactics, Castro had cut communication lines to the 
extent that the Batista Army could not form coordinated tactical 
units in the field . Castro never did engage the Cuban Army unless 
the odds were on his side. 


In addition, the Batista Army commanders were unable to 
comprehend and cope with this type of guerrilla warfare. It has been 


the Army's experience under the Batista regime that Batista was 


resentful to the establishment of a well-trained officer cadre as it 
osed a threat to his regime. The excuse in refusing this training. 


articularly here in the U. 8., to Cuban officers was that the Cuban 
economy would not permit it. As a matter of fact, all expenses for 
training in this country were paid for by the U . S . Army. Following 
the 1952 Batista coup , Batista eliminated the higher ranking officers 
in -one Cuban Army and appointed junior officers to command positions. 
This resulted in the Cuban Army being left without a trained command. 
It was the opinion of the Army that there was no Cuban general in 
the army capable of commanding a battalion as a result of this. The 
Army is concerned that this same situation could develop under a weak 
Castro Government and that the Cuban Army will continue to be yrfcft? 
ridden and corrupt and built to support a man rather than its count] 


y 





At this conference , an attempt was made to develop 
background information on Castro and his senior officers , whose 
identities are presently known to the Army, for the purpose of considerini 
f subsequent contact with these individuals. The names of several of 
| Castro's ranking commanders were mentioned and little was known 


however 
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The Director is scheduled to meet with < 

Under Secretary of State Christian A , Herter at 11 a,m ,, 

Monday, January 19 > 1959 » in the office of Governor Herter at 
Ythe State Department , His office is on the fifth floor of the 
iDepartment of State building at 21st Street and Virginia Avenue, 
\N,W, , Washington, D, C. ' 
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Tel^Rdom 

Holloman 
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lolC 


, Governor Herter* s 

in extending the invitation indicated no one else wou 
present and that Governor Herter would like to discuss some 
ramifications of the Cuban situation , We have received no other 
information as to what Governor Herter might specifically discuss , 

i 

On that basis' we have prepared attached memorandum 
for use of the Director , It is prefaced by a table o.f contents . 

This memorandum outlines the current politi cal sltua ti on~ih 

Cuba ; shows recent U,S . policy discussions on the subject ; reflects 

the extensive Bureau coverage of the Cuban situation; details 

existing Bureau liaison arrangements in Cuba; comments on rebel y 

resentment against the FBI in Cuba; and furnishes background S 

data on Governor Herter , 
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I CURRENT 



SITUATION IN CUBA 


A . Recent PgJAticaJ^ Developments 

As a result of a successful military campaign, 
highlighted by extensive guerrilla warfare tactics, Fidel Castro, 
leader of the July 26 Movement, caused the downfall of former 
President Fulgencio Batista of Cuba in the early morning hours 
of January 1, 1959 • Batista and some of his principal aides 
fled to the Dominican Republic % Other Batista adherents, 
including some members of his family fled to the United States • 

Following Batista* s flight, a military junta took 
command of the Cuban Government • Castro, however, immediately 
made it clear that he would accept nothing less than the 
complete capitulation of the Government forces and would fight 
on until his candidate for provisional president, Manuel Urrutia, 
was named to the presidency • 

American tourists caught in Havana during the chaotic 
upheaval complained that the American Embassy failed to notify 
them of the danger ; provided only skimpy meals and failed to 
relay evacuation reports to them from Washington • 

Castro*s forces quickly obtained complete control of 
Cuba and with the installation of Urrutia as provisional 
president a semblance of normality returned to Cuba • There 
are indications that Urrutia may, however, be a figurehead 
with Castro exercising the real power • Cur Legal Attache in 
Havana on January 12, 1959> commented that while Castro 
continued to hold numerous press conferences , the provisional 
president remained quiet • 

Since the establishment of the new government in 
Cuba it has been reported that the Communist Party is operating 
openly and publishing its newspaper "Hoy," More than 2,200 
persons connected with the former regime, including some QOO 
in the city of Havana have been reported as under arrest • Some 
of these have already been executed • The recklessness with which 
the Castro forces began to liquidate the members of the Batista 
regime led to cries that the new government was no better than 
the old and that one tyrant had merely supplanted another • The 
Castro executions are obnoxious to citizens of the United States 
and many prominent individuals have voiced their protestations • 
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Despite the fact that the United States afforded 
recognition to the new government set by Castro, Castro and 
other leaders of the Movement have publicly stated that the 
United States military missions should be recalled and have 
made disparaging remarks against the United States • 

Almost immediately after the flight of Batista 

( reports were received that the pro-Castro element was not in 
favor of the continuance of Earl E , T, Smith as U,S, Ambassador 
to Cuba as he xoas looked upon as a symbol of Batista , Smith* s 
resignation was publicly announced on January 10, 1959* Cn 
January 12, 1959 s the Cuban magazine "Bohemia" carried an 
unsigned article attacking Smith stating that Smith had been 
close to Batista for the purpose of obtaining concessions 
for big American business; that Smith claimed that the Castro 
forces were communists; and that Smith had been Batista* s 
best propagandist for the "electoral farce" that took place 
in November, 1 95^* On January l6, 1 959s it was reported in 
the press that Fidel Castro planned to visit the United States 
in the near future to present Cuba*s case to the people of the 
United States, 

Coincident with the flight of Batista and his 
principal aides to the Dominican Republic on January 1, 1959s 
other Batista adherents fled to the United States, The Bureau 
position on the matter of these pro-Batista refugees is that 
the question of asylum is primarily one for the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service and the State Department, However, 
we are carefully’ watching the situation to make sure that 
appropriate action is taken in the event any individuals of 
particular security or criminal interest are admitted to the 
United States, Upon arrival of the pro-Batista adherents in 
the United States demonstrations of anti-Batista elements took 
place in United States cities where they arrived. At the same 
time many anti-Batista exiles in the U,S,, including former 
Cuban President Carlos Prio Socarras, were departing for Cuba, 

It is evident that the presence those pro-Batista 
adherents in the U,S . who fled Cuba is a source of irritation 
to the present Cuban Government, Press reports on January^i^,, 
1959s indicated Castro has called for a mass demonstration on 
January 21, 1959s to reject foreign intervention and demand that 
I the United States return Batista " war criminals" and their 
! money. It was also reported on January If, 1959s that 
I "American officials, " not named, had said the U,S, may have to 
! return escaped supporters of Batista to Cuba to stand trial if 
4 the new Cuban Government accuses them of serious crimes such as 


SECRET 



t 



murder • These officials said that under the H.S» -Cuban 
extradition treaty this country would not have to send back 
persons cited only for political offenses but Cuba could 
ask this country for those who fled if it accused them of 
certain specific crimes such as murder , rape, kidnaping and 
assault with a deadly weapon • A Federal Court would then 
consider each case and decide on extradition • The demand for 
return of Cuban money would also be handled by a Federal fudge 
but officials were quoted as saying no formal demand had been 
received for return of Batista adherents or money • 

These press reports cornmeT^e^th^^Caatro^^^de^mnd 
liras apparently primarily aimed w h° 

the rebels claim led a private army i n committed 

atrocities against Batista opponents • and others 

escaped in two yachts to Key West, Fl oriqa^when the government 
fell • The rebels claim he carried away $ If, 000, 000 from the 
treasury • U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service 
reported^/ found $ 100,000 on the yachts . INS is holding 

a detention camp in Texas • Several of Batista's 
VcruIarer^Lre among the other Cubans in the U.S . who might be 
J affected by Castro's demand • 

Political asylum, of course, may be the plea of 
those sought by the Cuban rebels • Historically in the past 
the H.S» has granted asylum to genuine political figures who 
do not want to return and has been reluctant to deport persons 
who can prove they would be subject to physical harm or unfair 
trials at home , 
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i On January 4, 1959 > advised that 

a well-known attorney from Florida, who claimed to be 
T^^^^onal friend of Vice President Nixon, had been in contact 
with the Departmen^o^^State on January 4 , 1959 • She also 
advised that BIHHPVP a New Yor * attorney f had been in 
contact with Senato^Humphrey, Senator Mors^&nd 
Mrs* Eleanor Roosevelt* She stated that^fBBjB related that 
was acceptable to both the Republicans and Democrats 
as Ambassador to Cuba but that Mrs^Roosevelt has withh eld 
nt* On January 4 , 1959» BUH advised that 
was in Washington, D, C*, conferring with the Department 
of state in an effort to get Ambassador Smith to submit his 
resignation * The Cubans desired to haveUEmas the new U,S . 
Ambassador inasmuch as he had 1 ivedinCub^m^^miderstood the 
present situation * According to 

reluctant to accept the post but would back aruyon^ suggested 
by the Department of State who would have the best interests 
of the United States at heart* 

On January 4, 1959 > B/K/tttBtRBadvised that the 
Cubans were much concerned ove^zh^zreatment given by 
officials by the Immigration and Naturalization Service and . rj/° 
the Miami police to pro-Castro exiles returning to Havana* b ly 
She stated that all the exiles leaving Miami were searched 
because it was rumored that some one was carrying a revolver * 

On January 4, 1959> ^////^///fFiscertained that 
there was much fighting among various revolutionary groups . 
over the appointment of a new cabinet and that it was hoped b iT 
that the provisional president would appoint members of the v 
various revolutionary groups to the cabinet rather than only 
members of the July 26 Movement * 

On January 4, 1959 » advised that L"j/' 

members of the Communist Party in Havana had rushed the ° ^ 

National Union Building and had been routed by the Castro forces* 

On January 4, 1 959 > ^^^/BB^^fF'adv i sed that the 
Russian Government was making wmsua^overtures and putting 
pressure on the rebel government through unnamed Latin- American 
countries to h&ve ^the Russian s Z£eogj}ieed and diplomat ic , / 

re lot ions gstafci / sfted. She reported that the Cuban treasury O f 
was completely looted by Batista and his government when they 
left Cuba and that the new gabemment was in dire need of 
[money* She advised that the Russian Government through the 
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Governments of Costa Rica and Venezuela had offe red uni imit ed 
funds to the new government but the new government was reluctant 
Fo accept this offer , 

On January 4 , advised that she had 

been requested by the July the United States to \_y-ts' 

contact the FBI to see if the FBI could do anything to effect » <C 
the release of two of the Movement r s members who had been 
apprehended transporting arms . The July 26 Movement was concerned 
as it did not desire any adverse publicity , The Bureau made no 
comment in this matter , 



On January 5, 1959J^^BK//^Ktt advised that she and 
* \ha^me^w^7^^^^^^^//ffon Janucn~y^^l959* ^10 

and ^^/fll^^B^wer^i mpressed with sincerity 

and the fact thatifJ^^K^ should be appointed United States 
Ambassador to Cuba h^would be likely to improve United States- 
Cuban relations , 



IlHfe 

Miami , 



On January. 5, 1959 , 4H|H ^ 'advised that the new 
Cuban cabinet was discussing tn^^mer^aho w ould be acceptabl e \ s' 
as United States Ambassador , These were (l) 11 ^ ' s - 

UjS^Bepartment of State, Washingto n D, C, i~2 
■■■MM Havana, Cuba; and (jj 

Florida • She learned that the Cuban people as a wHoTe were 
upset because the Department of State had not as yet made a 
public statement regarding the new government , 

On January 5, 1 959 , ■■■■■■ advised that the 
I followers of Castro were concernec^ove^the fact that 
I Erne st o "Che " Gueva ra , one of Castro*s military officers, and 


had inst rue t ed 


Fidel Castro not to five up any "powers unFTl he was fully 
control of the situation , Fidel Castro, however, would not 
follow this advice and allowed the new government to come into 
power. 

On January 5, 1959, MHMHI advised that the new 
government in Cuba had come in tne possession of correspondence 
from various United States military missions which contained \ — i f 
advice to the Batista Government as well as the comments of O 
* United States military advisors. According to 

the Cubans wanted the recall of all individuals 
United States military missions in Cuba who had 
assisted the Batista Government, 


ignec 
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On -January y, 1959 1 vised that the 

head of the July 26 Movement ir^zn^mtzea States was 
disappointed over the appointment of Dr , Manuel Urrutia as 
provisional president because he felt that Urrutia was not 
strong enough to cope witl^th^pre sent situation , This Ic-f/’ 

I individual also told that anyone who believed *0 

thab Castro did not hav^zr^^^a^nower in Cuba was greatly 
mistaken , He also advised^////KM ||Hp that the July 26 ■ 

\Mbvement -had no fear of cormurnst^in the new cabinet but 
was concerned about the allegations that communists were 
in the July 26 Movement* He added that the Movement did accept 
man power from the communist element during the revolt but that 
the Movement had not been influenced politically by the communist 
element and that this element would be eliminated from the 
Movement • He believed that the new government would not be 
strong enough to solve the problems facing Cuba and thair 
Gastro would make changes^ a nd-wou ld appoint people who would 
have both the background and experience in handling Cubans 
\problems , He stated that Cuba needed experienced technicians 
and looked toward the United States for technical assistance 
in solving Cuba's internal problems • 

On January y, 1959 » I earned from ^t he 

hea d of the July 26 Move ment 

smtMmmkmMm bic/ 

m trasnlTlgZOn, u, u, after t he fall of Batista, left for 
Cuba on January 6 , 1959 » with sealed papers from the Embassy — ^ 
which would be reviewed in Havana byth^newgovernment, The 
head of the July 26 Movement told that the Movement 

did not have any concern about what was contained in the 
documents regarding former Cuban officials but thgt the 
Movement was concerned about the individuals mentioned therein 
who were con nected with the United States Gove rnment , 


ii 


On January 8 , 1959 advised that the 
July 26 Movement was very happ^oizr^ne recognition of 
the new government by the United States, She added that 
the Cuban people were still upset over the fact that 
Ambassador Smith was still assigned to Cuba, She noted that 
) Fidel Castro was very bitter toward the British Government oTT 
over the sale of planes to the Batista Government and that ^ 
Castro was ir^favo^o^the recall of the British Ambassador, 
According t provisional president was able 
to reason with Castro concerning the British Ambassador but 
that the question of the United States Ambassador was a different 
story because it affected the feeling and the thinking of the 
entire population of Cuba which was against Ambassador Smith, 
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to Cuba • stated that the Republican Party in Florida 

had cohduczec^m inquiry into the matter and advised^//BKB 
to give up the idea of becoming Ambassador as there was too 
mucj^oo^^^cal pressure behind United States Ambassador Smith 

that^f//ft related that the R 

Parti^ir^FlaTid^asc^rtcMied that 

flpflpPP^HflpWfl|flflflBB^ an att orneTTfrom Sout fa JfzaCTf . an 

Tn an named (HHii'l 

from Miami, Florid^ had investments in Cuba aru^Jfie profits 
were Too lucrative to have 4tKK^^~eplaced as 4flHP wzs taking 
care of their investments* stated that the BevubHcan 

^art^nt Florida ascertained in the beginning that^//EKKt 
H^H^HPuas sympathetic toward the revolutionary movement but 
wa^iriauced to visit Cuba and was given shares and interests in 
business there for lending his name , for v^^tting Cuba and 
for talking to former President Batista • 1^//j^advi sed that 
the business interests included mininqand cement plants and 
insom^way the sugar industry • ^flflH^aiso state^that __ 

gflflPHflj ^[-fronted for fhese investments and that^f^f/m IfJ 
fronted for the Italian money and was also influential at ^ > * 
the- Presidential palace in business ventures be tween 
Ambassador S mith and former President Batista • ^////f/fhdvi sed 
HBHNo be extremely careful with th is infor mat 
szaze^^^^^h^ia^furthe r ascertained that^^^//KM was 
wi th flUmp who wa^U^th^TJnited States^avy 
^c^President Nixon and (HHHflfurtnjr World War II • 
flV stated that he had also ascertained that Vice President 
on was also in on the investments in Cuba and that a ll 
individuals involved had benefited financially • ^Kj^^advised 
that vlhen the V ic^PresideT^^visited Miami, Florfac^ne stayed 
at the home of requested that this 

information not be disseminated outside the Bureau • No commit- 
ment was made to her in this regard • This information was 
received on the night of January 9, 1959 S Smith's resignation 
as Ambassador was announced on the morning of January 10, 

1959 } and as this rBBOlved the situation, no dissemination 
was made of this information • 
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0 • AJJggajJjons of Communist Connections of Castro, ffuppor^grs 


There have been recurring charges of communist 
connections on the part of persons associated with Fidel 
Castro and communist support of his movement • Many of these 
charges originated with former Cuban President Fulgencio 
Batista and his followers whose purposes would be best served 
by indicting their enemies with a charge of communism • 

The fact that there may have been agreements between 
Castro and the communists seems to be supported by his 
actions in permitting the Communist Party newspaper to resume 
publication after he took control in Cuba and allowing the 
Party to operate openly • v 


The Bureau has remained constantly alert for any 
information which might show communist connections on the 
\part of individuals associated with the July 26 Movement • 

I We have received no information either recently or in the 
[past that the Movement is dominated or supported by the 
1 communists or has any important communist backing • We do 
know, of course, th at theMovement is of inte rest to the 
communists and that Castro, 

has caused some embarrassment to the Move ment in view o„ 
his alleged orpcommunist leaninc 



I In March, 194-9, the chief of the Cuban Police 

advised our Legal Attache in Havana that Fidel Castro was the 
so-called student leader who uns involved in disturbances 
at Bogota, Colombia, in April, 1948, and that according to a 
United Press item, correspondence had been found among 
Castro's effects in his hotel in Bogota indicating he was a 
member of the Communist Party • 
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I On January 2 , 1959> our Legal Attache reported 

1 that the two Castro leaders who arrived in Havana to take 
J control following the Batista Government collapse the 
I previous day were Fjriesto (JfheJ. and fla^zio Ql£DfB£M2M. 

f both of whom had alleged communi st background's* 

The State Department advised us in August , 195^> 
that Guevara was reported to have stated that he was a 
former communist and that he had received aid for an 
extensive trip from communists in Peru and Colombia • The 
State Department reported that although he adhered to 
communism in his conversations Guevara denied he was a 


b\ 


In November , 195&» our Legal Attache in Havana 
received information from Cuban sources to the effect that 
Camilo Cienfuegos was a communist agitator and had been 
arrested in the past as a member of the Communist Party • 

Both Guevara and Cienfuegos have been in the 
United States in the past at ichich times they were actively 
investigated by the Bureau • We developed no information 
indicating they were engaged in any communist activities 
while here or had any connections with the Communist Party 
of the United States • 

We will continue to follow the Cuban situation 
and afford very close and vigorous attention to any 
allegations of communist involvement therein . We will 
remain particularly alert for any signs of communist 
connections on the part of individuals in the United 
States associated with Fidel Castro or any Cuban 
dissident groups • 



All information mentioned above as having been 
I received from the Cuban Police and other Cuban source^bv 
(our Legal Aj&zche h as been disseminated to State , 4HHHb 


other interested agencies. 


y 
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in disturbances in Colombia 
set forth in t hijs memorandum , 
on the part ofi 



An advance copy of a Fulton Lewis , Jr*, column 
scheduled for release January l6, 1959 > received 
January 15 , 1959 • Lewis commented that Castro's associations 
and background leave much to be desired in the field of 
communist leanings • He recognized that Batista had put 
the tag of communist on everything not pro-Batista • He 
then rehashed in general the allegations of Fidel Castro's 

[j participation as a student J ~ 

whi ch have been previously 
ai-Z effgs communist leanings 

Vf/0Fidel Castro, and Ernesto (Che) Guevara who Have been 
IT previously mentioned in this memorandum • He alleges 
communist conn ectio ns on the part of Co 0 *™'* 

and Castro 's __ 

It is interesting to note that there 
is a close similarity between the data in the Lewis column 
and that which appeared in the Havana Post, an English- 
language newspaper in Havana on December If, 1957 • The 
Havana Post in turn attributed its information to the 
December, 1957 » issue of Intelligence Digest which was 
described as a British publication edited in London • We 
are conducting a complete check of our files regarding the 
allegations appearing in the Lewis column concerning Castro 
adherents • This involves a review of over 1,200 references, 
is being handled as a special project this weekend and will 
be completed as expeditiously as possible • 
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The following suggests the possibility that Governor 
Eerter may desire to discuss with th^D^ectortheBureau' s 
Registration Act investigation o/lflHHI and its 
possible bearing on relations between the unizeaStates and 
the new Castro Government • 









ealed 
ces i 
ertie 


Gomggn^ that coimtriu These acts consisted of 

FurnTng s€cm3.'ing sugar cane'^crops^ cattle, destroying LSI 

culverts and derailing trains. Other acts of this nature I 

followed in 195&» In late November, 195&> figg^ro 
demanded to be paid Iffc for each baa of sugaFjgfQ3Su^£d £& thes£ 


antes during the entire vear IV^b, When the companies 


d himself in. the comvan 


/ on December 4 . 1J9j£lS stated he had been 
commissioned! by Castro to coTTeat TKemoney due ; and was givers 
checks totaling over $ ?6l, OOO in compliance with Castro's demands 


the companies received receipts To r. fSeJs£. uaiM enis 





















BUREAU COVERAGE OF CUBAN SITUATION 


The almost continuous state of political unrest in 
Cuba over the past several years and its attendant ramifi ca- 
tions among Cuban exile and refugee groups in the United 
States formed the basis for Bureau coverage of Cuban 
activities from both an investigative and intelligence stand- 
point even before Castro forces began organizing support in 
this country. 

•?’ 

Following the downfall in March, 1952, of former 
Cuban President Carlos Prio Socarras, Cuban revolutionaries 
in this country began rallying behind him and preparing to 
oust Batista through Prio’s leadership • Their activities 
were investigated by the Bureau because of possible violations 
of the Registration Act and those sections of the Neutrality 
Act under our jurisdiction relating to organizing expeditions 
in the United States against foreign countries • As a result 
of these investigations we developed considerable intelligence 
data which we reaularlu tarnishe d to the Department of State, 

and other interested agencies • 


In late 1555 who had led the abortive 

a>t~tacfc in Cuba onJuly 26, 1 9 5j? ; came to the United _State$ 
an effort to rally support for and 
his arrival in this countr — 


I lil Idl I I f F M 




On November / 

’sent a personal letter to the 
Director enclosing an undated news clipping from an unidentified 
neiospaper pointing out that Castro was in Mi ami making plan^to 
topple the Government of Fulgencio Batista • 
commented that it was "getting a little tiresome having our 
country abused as a breeding place for unrest* 
dated November 2J, 1955 » th e Director assured 
that we had already initiated an investigation of Castro 
instructed our Legal Attache in Havana to get in touch with 
the dharge d r affaires of our Embassy in that city concerning 
Castro; and would, of course, furnish our investigative results 
to the State Department and other interested agencies • At the 
same time we issued instructions to our Legal Attache, New York 
and Miami designed to intensify the coverage we had already 
instituted on Castro and his forces • 






ii 


By 1957 the efforts of Frio and his followers to 
bring about the downfall of Batista had become so much of 
a problem to our Government that a meeting was held by the 
Attorney General in his office with representatives of 
Justice, State, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 

Customs and the Bureau on October 14, 1957t to discuss what, 
if any, action could be taken against Frio, who then resided 
in Miami , and his followers • Mr • Belmont represented the 
Bureau • The Attorney General observed that this appeared to 
be an explosive situation and a conference was called to get 
the facts on the table and to see that everything was done 

I that could be done • The State Department position was that 
the activities of Frio were causing embarrassment to the 
United States Government • The State Department representatives 
at the meeting suggested that high priority be given to any 

( action vhich could betaken against Frio • Mr • Belmont advised 
the Attorney General that we had been actively investigating 
Frio's activities since his entry into the United States • 

The Attorney General was advised that our approach in Cuban 
matters vns threefold t ( 1 ) to investigate violations of 
neutrality laws under our jurisdiction ; ( 2) to provide data 
to the Department for its determination as to whether the 
activities of Frio and his followers require their registra- 
tion under the Foreign Agents Registration Act; and (jj to 
gather information which might be helpful to State Department 
and other agencies • ; 


The Attorney General was advised that we had 
investigated all reports of pert\inent activities coming to 
our attention and had furnished results to the Department 
and other interested agencies • a consequence of this 
meeting we have placed great stress on coverage of the 
Cuban situation and the collection and dissemination of 
information • 


■4 



From the outset of our coverage of Cuban activities, 
it was evident that the chief vehicle of the pro-Castro 
element in the United States was the July 26 Movement, 
which took its name from the abortive attempt of Fidel 
Castro to capture the Moncada Army Barracks in Cuba on 
Julij g£u 1253s Following this attempt, Castjro briefly 

Btateslnla te 795V. at which time he 
esIablJ jshed bran ches ofDiis ifou gwent in Miami and "New Fork, 
With the establishment of these branches in this country, we 



SE 



instituted intensive coverage of their activities • Our 
investigations reflected that as the Movement grew , it 
gradually expanded^ to include fcrancTzes in Boston t Rework 


San Juan 


9 


'■l SCO, 


the Moveme 


this count r 




utionar 


on o f Ou 


ted reports showina t 


i and New 76 rJzb ranche s as ea 


n January. 1952* we disseminated the membershi 


the Miami branch 3 which at thazzime consisted o 


rough our investigativeejfSr 

the leaders of the various branches in the United States a 


59 


e would find 


after J>eina arrested in one area of the U) 


a member would turn up in another 


t of the count ru enaaaina irTsTmTl a ractiv 


the facji that he was on Er^hatjpzi grid was we 
c onse^ences^f'h is a cts. We have information 

indicating that a Oastr o supporter openly threatened to shoot 


any Federal aaent icho 


eavored to interfere with his actiyit 


iviauais was sue 

i 


1 anaticism of the Castro su 


made availabl 


and other aaencies 




in revolutionary activit 


o 

t 
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SECRET 


I 


With the invasion of Cuba in December, 195&* by 
Castro, the activities of the Movement in this country became 
bolder and more aggressive, particularly in the illegal 
shipment of arms and ammunition . 

Despite the fact that the illegal shipment of arms 
is a matter within the primary jurisdiction of Customs, 
the Bureau went beyond jurisdictional lines and aggressively 
collected information pertaining to this gpjJjzLLlIi uhich was 

promptly furnished to Customs, State, 

Agencip fa rid other interested agencies .' IThis was possible because 
we followed the practice of investigating and, where warranted, 
interviewing every individual who came to our attention as 
having connections with Cuban activities either of a pro-Castro 
or pro-Batista nature . We found many of these persons were 
cooperative, claiming to have no grudge against the United 
States or interests against United States and frequently 
furnished data on Cuban activi ties. As a part of our in form ant 

as an, 
infor- 



in add i tion, r the Batista 

Toverrment in Miami and New York regularly provided information, 
which was promptly passed on to all interested agencies. 


During the vast two _ . 

22fL JJ j em£IsgnstsTT^ °f 

data relating^T^the July 26 Movement * its members , and its 

act i rf' ties, vf course. qlT~<rf m this ^has~aone to State Department i ^ 


years* we bave d isseminated over 
Jjhan /,475" pages of intell iaence 


It is the position of the Bureau that in any assess- 
ment of the strength of the Castro movement and the sympathy 
for it VBhtch existed in the United States among the Cuban element, 
it would be jmpo§§j^le for anyone to qnalTJse and read the motterlaj, 
S^ovidjgd by tKe Bureau and^nxti ggmg^to^ the d efi n i te real ization 
that the Jul u 26 Movement was widespread and rgragiy active in 

a' concrete threat to tne tfatisTa 
regimeZ We i gh 1 ng these da ta in relation to the popular resent- 
ment Tie re and abroad against the dictatorial regime of Batista, 
together with an assessment of the military and political 


SEflffT 
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strength of the opposing forces which must 

\nt ( provided , of course, 
the U.S , military missions 


sor cnyon uj uruz upjuus 


been available 



a and 

re were functioning properly on the spot 
intelligence), it is difficulty to conceive^ 


Embassy 

in acquiring such _ 

that airy 2 ^IiS 2 ]iSi 911 QBlfJLd be drajsi oth^f than t£g 

j Batista Go vernment w a s an ext remel y shaky one to support 


In order to pursue tore aggressively our investigative 
\ responsibility under the Neutrality Act (organizing a military 
expedition within the United States against a friendly country) , 
the Department was requested at a conference on December JO, 
195 &> to explore the possibility of conferring seizure powers 
on the Bureau , By letter dated January 14, 1959, the Depart- 
ment advised that the Office of Legal Counsel was of the 
opinion that seizure powers could be conferred on the Bureau 
by executive order • In a memorandum dated January 16 , 1959 f 
we have recommended that the Department be requested to take 
\appropriate steps to obtain these seizure powers for us. 

If this recommendation is approved and the Department is 
j successful in having the necessary executive order issued, 
the Bureau will be in a stronger position to follow through 
investigations wherein the shipments of arms and ammunition 
become involved and, in doing this, further exploit the 
existing potential for the development of positive intelli- 
gence data for the benefit not only of the Bureau but also 
the Department of State and other agencies requiring such 
material in pursuance of their policy decisions and other 
respons ibilities. 
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IV BUBEAU LIAISON 

SITUATION IN CUBA 


l 


A , Currgr^t Arrangements 

Our Legal Attache , Havana , Cuba , by letter dated 
January 1J , 1959 ? advised the present state of Cuban law 
enforcement is extremely confused , The flight of Batista and 
\the almost complete taking over of government functions by 
Castro followers has completely stripped the Office of the 
\Legal Attache of police contacts , He summarized the situation 
'as follows: 


Cuban Hat i gncjl Pol ice - This is the principal police 
agency which covers all of Cuba , The Legal Attache had four 
contacts here prior to fall of Batista , Three have fled and 
whereabouts of the other is unknown. The present Chief of Police 
Efigenio Almejanias took office on January 8, 1959 • reportedly 

( has no police experience and was a cab driver in Havana before 
joining Castro's forces in 1956 • three brothers were killed 

fighting against Batista, No contact has been made with him. 


QSBgjltment of Lnjj^tijga^iori of th& Cuban National 
Pol zee - This uxxs the major contact point in the Cuban National 
Police, Its previous head, a contact, has fled Cuba as did his 
assistant. Two of his aides, who were contacts, are in hiding. 

Two other ; aides were detained when the Castro forces took over 
but were relea sed after three days , Their f tmgj±Qns are limit ed, 

fs a Castro adherent named 

He was formerly a bank employee (m^ha^ir^th^pas^^^^^^ormected 
in revolutionary activities with^JR ^ as 
a long history of communist activities. 


O' ^ 


Nat ional Bureau of I dent if i cat i on - This organization 
maintains fingerprint and identification records and files and has 
been almost inactive since the revolution. Although employees 
under the Batista regime have evidently retained their positions, 
they have not been allowed to carry out their regular functions. 


Cuban Hurgau far the Repression of Comumjst Activities - 
This organization furnished data on communist activities in Cuba, 
Its director escaped with Batista and its assistant director is 
in hiding. The head of the investigations section is under arrest. 
The files of the organization are in possession of Ernesto Guevara, 
a Castro adherent, and there is every indication the files will 
be destroyed as the Communist Party is now operating openly. 




ista e, 
xL was ; 


ose f ather was mi lea in iyy/> reportedly ay 
mP has been contacted in the past by Aaent^cu^^oa^fowi^to 

2% is group 

the apprehensi on of informers who operated for Batista • It 
reportedly hopes to become the "FBI" of Cuba • 

The present efforts of police agencies in Cuba are 
almost entirely directed toward the apprehension and prosecution 
of notorious supporters and informers of the Batista regime • 

The Legal Attache indicated that in his initial contact with 
police officials he intended to indicate that FBI contacts were 
strictly in the criminal field and to point out our ability to bt 
of assistance on matters of a criminal nature • 


SECftfr 








The Director said he felt the Office of the Legal 
\Attache in Cuba should not try and press for any contacts 
I until a clearer picture develops. The Legal Attache was so 
\instructed by cablegram on January 1 6 , 1959 • 

I At the present time the Office of the Legal Attache 

in Havana, Cuba, consists of the Legal Attache, two Assistant 
Legal Attaches and two clerical employees • 

B • Z?gftgZ R^sentmgnt AgginsP^FB^ in Cuba 


" Chicago Tribune" issue January 10 , 1959 > carried an 
article dated January 9 > 1959 > <*£ Havana, Cuba, prepared by 
"Chicago Tribune" press service under headline "Castro Chief 
Charges FBI Aided Batista ." According to article, during news 
conference in Havana on January 9 » 1959 » Major Ernesto "Ch e" 
Guevara, described as one of Fidel Castro 's TrusTecT 


| U>V U V I * WWV* VI# V VJ «*- • W#V A V v » V w v — 

'commanders, " qccused FBI of suppZyzreff Batista dictgtgr^hijg_jy^ 
information enabl ina Tt to capture rebel arms shipments* Article 
'reported Guevara g^Jme^T. rgports foizhdt es of Batista’ s. 

Bureau for .Rgprgsszon of Vommunist Activities ( BRAC ) men t i on e<L 

Guevara alleged reports 

o^p as source *. yrp 

but^FBI" was crossedout and "Con^aent ial Informants” subst i tute 
Guevgra saicL that docwngntg QSpt ured by rebel forc e s propgjj 
conclMsivelji that B^C icas pgry ciosg^o FBI, 


rvs, 

iteef. 


cjjgrge we supplied Batista regime wjtfL, 

Tt to capture rgfcgZ arms shi r>men±s*_ Bureau 


information to Cuban authorities* In 

such arms^hiamehts islnot within our. 


Concern inq 

informat inn enabling 

has not dZssgwzhgt^ sMcft 

Tact.- invest i a at Lon of 

jurisdiction but is responsibility^ of Customs , During course of 
our investigation regarding activities of pro-Castro movement in 
U . S • (aimed primarily at developing possible Registration Act 
violations) , we did develop a considerable amount of information 
incidental to our investigation regarding alleged arms shipments 
\on behalf of Cuban rebels . We disseminated such data to other 



ggenc i es 


incluafing Cus toms, state, . ^ 
~ tftg ctZZ z tary 


instances, 

TKe 


fand in many 

ggenc j es* Moreover, we have , where the matter 
'appeared to be of possible interest To the U, S» Embassy in Havana, 
tufjjfslked it to Legat t Havana t f0£ local dissemination at the 
^ Embassu. It is conceivable that data of this type originating 
withFBI has been utilized by other U. S. agencies to keep Batista 
Government informed as to U. S, efforts to counteract anti-Batista 
activities in U, S, 
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In one instance , State Department specifically requested 
authority to furnish FBI information regarding rebel activities to 
Cuban authorities, as follows: During August, 1958, we furnished 

State and other agencies with information received by San Antonio 
Office from a source to the effect that anti-Batista Cuban exiles 
in U • S. planned to bomb Presidential Palace in Havana, utilizing 
plane disguised with U . S, Air Force markings • State Department 
requested authority to have U . S • Embassy in Havana’ relay infor- 
mation to Cuban Government in paraphrased form, describing it as 
" unconfirmed report " and not attributing it to FBI . We told State 
we had no objection to this action • Subsequent investigation by 
the Bureau of persons allegedly involved in this affair failed to 
substantiate original charge • 


ions BJRAC was being staffed primarily by political appointees' 
and might be used by Batista regime for ulterior political purposes • 
Legat, Havana, on Bureau instructions, has been circumspect in 
dealings with BRAC, However, in line with our policy of cooperating 

I with official security agencies of friendly foreign governments 
where such cooperation would not work to our detriment or endanger 
our sources, we have exchanged a limited amount of information with 
3 RAC concerning communist activities • This cooperation has been 
'aimed at strengthening our liaison position in the reciprocal 
acquisition of data of interest to us, as well 
. .international communist activities • 



Cjt 


UTS71 






\publ icity 
I communist 
it 

ive been 


in Cuban press and was a major 
movement • -A -t time information 
loas given in strict confidence 
no indicationsf whatever, that 


Tn c 1 den t recei ved c onsiaerai 


L 


setback to Cuban 
was furnished to — 
and up to now thjere' 
violated this 



4 
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V BACKGROUND - UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
CHRISTIAN A, METER 


Christian A , Herter is Under Secretary of State and 
as such is chairman of the Operations Coordinating Board , The 
Operations Coordinating Board functions within the framework 
of the National Security Council and is responsible for ** 
coordinating the implementation of all National Security Council 
policies with the exception of those aspects which affect 
internal security , 

He was bom in Paris, France, in March, 1 89 $, He 
received an A,B , degree cum laude from Harvard in 191$ , He 
has received honorary LL,D, degrees from various colleges and 
universities in the United States , He became associated with 
the State Department in 1918 in the American Embassy in Berlin , 
Since that time he has served as Special Assistant, European 
Relief Works ; Assistant to Secretary of Commerce, Hoover; 

Editor and Associate Editor of two publications; Representative 
from the State of Massachusetts ; and Governor of Massachusetts 
from January, 1 933 , to January, 1 957 * He was appointed Under 
Secretary of State in 19$? , 

The Bureau first investigated Herter in 1942 for the 
Office for Emergency Management , All information was entirely 
favorable except for information furnished which was received 
from an informant who has furnished reliable information in the 
past to the effect that in 1938 Herter ' s name appeared on a 
membership list of the American Council of the Institute of 
Pacific Relations (IPR), The IPR has been cited by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee as a vehicle used by the communists to 
orientate American far eastern policies toward communist objectives , 
Members of the small core of officials and staff members who 
controlled the IPR were either communists or procommunists. 

The investigation also revealed that in October, 1941, 
the " Daily Worker, n defunct east coast communist newspaper, 
carried an item which listed, among others, Herter as serving 
on the Massachusetts Committee for Russian War Relief, ( During 
this period the Committee included many prominent persons in 
the Boston area,) 

The White House requested an up-to-date investigation 
jo/ Mr, Herter in November, 1938, This investigation was entirely 
tfavorable except for information furnished by a confidential 

Sfcjfcr 
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mt who made available , 


e info rman t ind i ca 







>zsm 

mm 

ms 

smui 
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iginaily an adjunct of the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare prior to its demise in 1948, This latter organi- 
zation has been cited by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities as a communist front , In the course of this latter 
investigation , several informants who were familiar with communist 
activities in the Massachusetts area were contacted and stated 
that Governor Herter and members of his family were unknown to 
them in communist circles • 



Liaison Agent SKS/SKSSRhas had occasion to 
contact Under Secretary of State Herter from time to time since 
his appointment , He has been extremely cooperative and their 
relations are excellent , 


"1C 


In a B ureau an t iracheteejring investig ation conducted in 
1957 concerning ^/tKKSSSSSSSSSSSSSBff t ar^investi gator of 
the Massachusetts Parole Board, indicateafhat had a wide 

acquaintance with members of the State Legislature and was 
generally fr^ndly with former Governor Herter and members of 
his staff • been variously described as active in 

horse race boohing and after-hours liquor sales • He has a 
reputation as a fixer and a name dropper and is known to associate 
with other top hoodlums in the Boston area , 
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SECRET 




There are presently five Bureau employees assigned 
to Havana , Cuba , as follows :t*. 


Legal Attache: 

Assistant Legal Attache: 
Assistant Legal Attache: 
Stenographer: , 
Stenographer: % * 
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STANDARD FORM NO. •« 


* ; > 

Office MjefnB$t*/ldui7l • united stWes government 


Be Imont 


FROM 

o 


SUBJECT: 


1/1S/59 

Belmont S' 


Kjannal 1 


!jolson 

Board man 
Baflmont^ 
^ohr y 

Nease 
Parsons _ 


CUBAN 


nr I CA 5 SITUATION 


NNPt 


arptter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gand 


In connection with my memorandum] JV iy /^9 prepared 
for use of Director in meeting with Under Secretary of State 
Herter on l/l 9 / 59 > Sr. Tolson re quested further inf ormati on. 


To Ison inquired, whether, as mentioned on page y, 

dually went to Cuba or whether she is going .^> 1 ^ 


Answer v 

I t Sp ecial Agent MB 

I 1/18/59 that 

I Cuba, at 2 : 2 jfp 7 rn^l/l S /5 9 • 
that on l/la/59 she had spoke 
^ kD apartment of State, and told 
wtKKKKmagreed with her that 
k 1 consult wil/h . the new Cuban Go 
advised she is to 
the Sugar Institute j i 

I Pres ident Manue 1 Ur rut i a and . 
President Urrutia. 
t 0 speak to Fidel Castro but 
wary to' speak to Castro as she 
I members of the new Cuban Gove 
I go i ng 1 0 Ha va na at the reques 
I the Cuban people. 


New York Office (NYO), advised 
} de ceded New York City for Hav ana, 

Pr i or to leavingd^f^/^/f/f/f advised 
n to^^J/BKEKKKKU/mU^tedStaies 

him of her invitation to come to Cuba, 
it would be advantageous for her to 
' vernment and for he rto go to Havana. 

I be met in Ha vana 

n Havana. She will also speak to 
Dr. Antonio de la Carrera, seerdaruto 
and De la Carrera also want 
she stated she will not go out of her 
• desires tc^^oecU^to only the civilian 
•rnment^A stressed, she is/IU 

I I and only as a friend/ 


bl( 


stated that the Cuban Government was mo ft / 

! pleased with the appointment of Phill ip N. Bonsai as the new tin/ ted 
'States Ambassador to Cuba. She said that on 1/16/59, had 

advised that th e_ C uban Government was at that time still hoping that 

of the United States State Department would be 1 ~ 
aDD^UTte^ambassador even if only on an interim basis because of O 
chgro und , life in Cuba and general knowledge and under- 
standing of Latin affairs. B __ />''"■ 5 ** 

r • Rttr p6 / ’ '/> ^ < 7 /j 

stated she has heard rumors, which are -at 
■present unsubszant Toted, that former Cuban President Fulgenc i 0 
Batista is attempting to determine how many simnort^shecan gather 
in an effort to overthrow the new government . stated she 


hi C 


LA 


I ha s lea med that 
for by the Cuban 

7 " ‘*P v r 
JrCji .-t'"' 

SBDismk .// I 


a shipment of 2,000 
Go ve rnme nt prior to 


-1 rifles, 

/ 1 / 59 , is 


purchased and paid. ) 
now in Italy. ® 


\ f\ 


JAN 26 19 S 3 
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Me m o ra nd urn f r o m 
die : Cuban Po liiica.l Situation 


nr. 


Belmont 


b~lc 


rumo rs 
a coup in 
will . be at 


According to 
followers will attempt 
feel the new government wi 1 

Above data from 

2. Ur. To Is on i nqu i red whe the r 
^//fflavana Sugar Institute and member of new 
page 9), is identical or related, 
also known as 


indicate that Batista and his 

about four or five months as they\9~~\(~ 

• 1 _____ 7 / * L d -L 7 L as w v — 


_ its weakest point ap that 

ed State Department l~la-\59. 


time . 



the past 
Hew York 
l i name . 
||-&z/£ left 
I \Cuba. 


investigat i on 

WKtHK/KKII ^ Las advised 

during the early part 


that 

of January, 


was i n 

1959, <and 


in 
but 

correct 

York City 
returned to 


New 


on 


J. With regard to mentioned 

oage I?, Mr. Tclson inquired, concerning our investigation of 

fand whether we had information which was not 'disseminated- 
prior to the overthrow of the Cuban Government on l/l/fp). 



Anpwerf 

On 10/^0/dG v ie recei ved tlim St ate Denar tment a. copy, 

of a lelenram from the Uni t ed gjjxt&s. Em bassy ^ 


.. - — , -- _ - ffauarea, dated^ 101297^8 . 

indicating the Francisco Sugar Company'* (Cuba) had been ! i ns t rue ted by 
representatives of the J uly 2foh Moveme nt to make a If cents per day 
■payment on 1 9fS crops 1 0 z ' n ^i am i . The telegram jUj ^ 


pay but suggested the 


Justice 
r-r. 


indicated the Company would, refuse 

De partmer^t might be interested in the collection of money in Miami 
reau airtel ll/4/^S^ins true ted Miami to immediately 

to determine whether his activities brought him within 
purview of Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as \ amended 
(o,cting within United States as agent of foreign principal). 



' by 
ident ifv 


Internal Security Division of Department , by letter Il/l0/f8, 
.received Il/l2/f8, forwarded, copy of letter to Internal'] Security 
^Division from State Department enclosing Y> memorandum of 

conversation 10/2f/f8 between °f State Department and Ig^jC 

\Franc isco Sugar (Company, New Yo\rk. Therein 

\indicated his company in Cuba was being harassed j by Castro 

rebels (Castro had control of rich sugar crop areas of Cuba) and that 


2 


/ 


Memorandum from^^/^/^^^K/K to Br • Belmont 
Re : Cu ba n Po Utica 1 Sit ua ti on 



had visited vari ous companies 
tribute for rebels . said bdsJtDon 

na y tribute and that a 
iftate ^Department 
wi th 



in Hew York asking 
should, be not to 


letter indicat ed 
mentioned in telegram , 


S_ had been Tautened] 
was possibly identica 
copy of which they had previously 





sent Internal 


Security 


i vi si on. 


Heither State Department nor Internal Security Division 
in letters mentioned above requested investigation but we had already 
started. Bureau letter ll/20/f>8 sent this i rf o rma^^T^t^ He w l^rkkflQ_ 
and Miami, instructing Hew York to determine if and 4HHMP 

were identical. 

Internal Security Division, by letter ll/2f/f>8 to Bureau, 
referred to data previously transmitted and requested Registration 
Act investigation. Bureau letter 12/2/ advised Ne w York and M iami 
of request , instructed New York to determine whether MBVil c 
soliciting money for Cuban rebels ana whether witnesses available 
to testify and instructed prompt submission of report. 


h>lt- 


New York, by airtel 12/12/ f>8 , forwarded, memorandum in 
conn ection with anoth er matter which indicated , among other things, 
that was interviewed 12/9/58 . indicated 

various sugar compa^^^^^3^r~^s^onI^oT^Kah^on 12 / 4/58 paid 
361,039 . 97 0 n Hew York 

to Castro d e ma na^^^rpcym^itof If cents per bag for production 
of raw sugar in 1958 i n hope this would stop damages to company 
properties in Cuba. This memorandum was disseminated t o In ternal 
Security Division, State Department, __ 

Customs and. military agencies qn 12/19 

YorKrhff ice subrnTtVedk record 12/22 //o'. 

- pmt r 

This report 

the 


, 21^1 


New 

Bureayy 12/2Q/ 18 an 
complete interv 
Compan y and 

and ^g^ggfurn 
buz had no info rma tion 
was pass i hi y i n Mi am i . 
payments to Cuban rebels. 


as 


rece 

reflected 

Francisco Sugar Y~j/‘ 
rican sugar Refining Company. 
details of paymenJ^^^mn^j 
to whereabouts 

said his company had made no 



Above New York report had date discrepancy in details and 
synopsis . Bureau a i rte 1 1/9/ 5y asked clarification and New York 
airtel l/l 2/y 97 f urn ishM. c o rrect i ve data. Copy of report sent 

<Sh 4- V*AJ 

wr 1 ^ 

/tf-M - a- dtb -39>s, document- dated HH9 Fv 



t 


to -hr. Belmont 


hi ban Pa 1 i ; 


4. Ur. lolson inquired whether Bureau informant mentioned, 
on cage 21 went to Cuba and took job with Castro government or 
whs t he r he is aoino. 


Answer^ U1 ) 

refe rs to info rma n t DC JJl 

Bureau teletype to ld-.ami, l/l2/fj9, instructed that informant be told ' ^ 
question of going to Cuba and accepting nosit ion is matter of personal 
decision and if he goes it should be clear he is not going on behalf 
of Bureau . Hi ami was instructed that if he went and accented, position 
to submit recommendations as to use. Assistant Special Agent in 

i Charge Allan Gillies, wiami Office, advised on l/lS/f9 that informant 
has not returned to Cuba and does not intend to accent position in [f\ ( 
Cuba n Government on his own volition but is will ino to do so. 


1 


a separate memorandum is being submitted regarding the 
analysis oj the lulton. lewis, Jr., column mentioned or page" 12a of 
our prior me morandum. 


* -i. w ^ u. v,.. . • 


i or i nf o rma tio n . 


/ 0 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united st^Ies government 



TO 


FROM 

c 


A* H, Belmont 


date: January 19, 1959 



I - | V | " . ft ■ I I . 

SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 


ALL INFORMAT in** nrr-.fTfliftjrfi 
HEREIN IS ; 'd" ^ 

•d m?> 



Concerning my memorandum 1/17/59 prepared for 
Director* s use in meeting with Under Secretary of State Herter . 
and my memorandum 1/18/59 supplying further information regardi 
prior data furnished, the Director ashed several questions, answers 
to which are set forth herein . 


Trotter . 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

’ Tele. Room 

Holi. 


Director asked that \analy&is and file review of Fulton 
Lewis, Jr • column be expedited • This was completed over weekend 
and delivered to Director* s office at 9 a*m. , Monday, 1/19/59 • 
Project entailed review of about 1,500 references and required 
over 1/5 hours of Special Agerit time and JO hours of clerical time 
in this Section alone on Saturday and Sunday, as well as extensive 
services of Records Branch personnel • 

i 

l 

Director inquired as to just when receipt s me re r eceived 
comp anies in New York for monies given to 
| on 12/4/58 • These\ receipts^ zagre dated 
suppl ied this i nfo relation on 1 2/9/58* did not say 
were actually . received . 

Director instructed that we expedite 
from Internal Security Division on 

case • We have sent through today for approval ITtter to Internal 
Security Division^transmittind report, calling to attention his 
position asUB^KRSugar Institute and member of Cabinet in Cuba 
and asking whether further investigation desired in view of his 
reported position • This will be hand delivered and Internal Secu 
Division will be pressed for expedite ruling 

Director inquired, in reading my memorandum of 1/16/59 





\T\L 




when we initiated investigation in( 

report to Stale j-v~ 
nd until 1/19/59 t/>\J 
and demanded ma&eiPyVI' 






cJ 



Si 



blc 
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Memorandum for A . H • Belmont 
Re: Cuban Political Situation 



we 

be 

to receipt 
of key 


I 


on 12/4/ As mentioned in my memorandum l/l8 \ 
actually instructed that investigation of 
conducted on 11/4/ 58 , on our own initiatives prior 
of Department* srecuest 1 1 / 25/58. Initial results 
interview wi thf/BKfi on 12/9/58 reflecting money demand and 
payment on 12/4^^were submitted bu New York airtel 12/12/58 , 
received 12/13/58 • Buairtel 12/16/58 requested clarification of' 
other data not directly related to this interview . Uiew York air- 
tel 12/18/58 clarifie^^d memorandum disseminated to Department , 


I State Department and 

1 here was in the hands of these 


i e^cmd memorandu 


Thuss the real key data 
agencies . New Y ork report 
12/22/58 containing complete results of ^/t/Minterview and 
other interviews uxzs received at Bureau 1 2/29/58 and in this 
Division l/2/59» day after Batista fell • Regarding delay in 
disseminating report there voere several factors • Report was 
reviewed and required Bureau airtel to New York 1/9/59 to 
clarify date discrepancy in details and synopsis and New York 
airtel 1/12/59 furnished corrective data • Director asked why 
there was a lapse of 1 week in Division (January 2-9) from date 
of receipt to date of request for clarification • This report 
hit Section handling Cuban matters one day after Batista fled 
and Castro forces assumed control • Voluminous intelligence 
data was being received requiring telephonic and confirming 
letter dissemination on an urgent basis regarding current 
revolutionary situation • 





While we threw manpower into this situation to keep on 
top of daily developments nevertheless in this case, recognizing 
that Castro man was here and collecting money and in light of 
subsequent developments we fully recognize this case should have 
been more aggressively pushed and the dissemination delays 
avoided • That we did not do so is indeed regretted and factors 
outlined are in no sense intended as an excuse • 

Director also asked why it took from 12/29/58 to 
y/2/59 for above report to reach Belmont after receipt in 
Bureau . Records Branch stamp on report indicates it was 
received sometime during day of 12/29/58 • It was completely 


- 2 - 




Memorandum for A , H, Belmont 
Re: Cuban Political Situation 


Xprocessed and forvnrded to this Division where received on third 
* workday after receipt (holiday, l/l/59» intervening ), Records 
I Branch advises that with few e-xcgptioTis mgij, is being completely 
1 processed through that Branch in two daus. , ThUj took sli^htlji 
r^ger since heave schedule in Records Branch was heavier than 

( usual and date of receipt, 1 2/29/58 , was first warkdau after 4- 
day holiday and mail was unusuaMy heavy, J*a*s>*1 

yAy -rA 1 

Dinsat or raised que&tiar^o^vfo&the r we Shouldn't have 
resolved whether Sugar Institute and 

member^ of new Cabin et. b e identical with or related to 

before Director asked for it, 

re nave aezermjnea they are identical and we should have resolved 

( this before presenting data, FranklT^w^di^not recognize 
possibility in view of common name but facts pointed 

to possibility* we had data available to Director and fact that 
we did not recognize and resolve this is sincerely regretted, 

ACTION: 


As reflected in previous data supplied to the Director 
we have concentrated on the Cuban situation and there has been 
voluminous data developed by Bureau and disseminated to other 
agencies. We have made a conscientious effort to meet 
responsibilities of Bureau and sincerely regret it was necessary 
for the Director to raise questions and inquire into delays . 


k ' . v , s 






Office Memo) . . ndum 

A 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


A • H. Belmont 


UNITED Sl.-x'ES GOVERNMENT 


date: January 


CUBAN POLITICAL SITUATION 


1/ 


A 



/ >- ‘ 

Memorandum 1/19/59 JHHHV to Belmont transmitted 
five enclosures containing information from Bureau files on 
leaders in the Fidel Castro movement in Cuba who were named 
Fulton Lewis' advance release for 1/16/59 as having communist back - 
grounds or 



anc^n^^^ntt^^^personne^ 

noted on this memorandum, n What do we knouhre Ci enfuegos P 

This indUndual is Camilo Ci enfuegos, who was mentioi 
in memorandum 4MHHI £0 Belmont 1/17/59 as one of two Castro 
leaders reported by our Legal Attache in Havana as having arrived 

nt 

esto 




IIC 



VI 


m 




|A<4 ttache furnished information from Cuban sources to the effe’ot 
{I that Cienfuegos uxzs a communist agitator and had been arrested 
j\the past as a member of the Communist Party • Based on this 
information from the Legal Attache^ on November 16, 195& f we 

I instituted an active investigation to determine the nature of 
Cienfuegos' activities and contacts during a trip he had made to- 
the United States from March to September, 195 & e developed 
no information indicating he had engaged in communist activities 
while here or had any connections wttn the Communist Party of 
the United States • All information received by our Legal Attache 
as well as the results ofourinvesticwitionofCienfue go s was 
disseminated to State other 
interested agencies • 

Attached is a memorandum on Cienfuegos containing all 
pertinent information on him from Bureau files . ^('\ n 

\% ' ■ * 


Q 

LU 


ACTION: 






response to the Director's question . 

HCRcfN \z UNCi J\SS!Red 

Enclosure 


^ 



mW:bbr*$^ 

(4) * 






// 


CUOSOB» 



*** 

* IS JAN 86W® 9 

hi c 









CAMIZO CIENFUEGOS y GORRIARIAN, also known as 
Cam ilo Ci enfueg os 


We initiated an investigation of Cienfuegos on 
November 16, 1956* based on information furnished the Bureau 
by our Legal Attach^^Havana. This information was to the 
effect a contact of our Havana 

Office , advised that the subject was a known communist 
[ agitator who had worked in the past as a member of the 
" shock troops " of the Cuban Communist Party; had been 
granted a visa; and was residi ng in the Unit ed Sta tes wi th K 'C, 
his wif^A ayi American citizen . ~ ~~~ * 

Ivised our Legal Attache 

in Havana that subject had been arrested and fingerprinted 
as a member of the Communist Party on January 2a, 1956* 
and was listed as being Director of the Frente Povular,a 
Communist Party front organization in Havana . 
reported that at the time of the subject 's arrest a large 
quantity of communist propaganda and literature was found 
in his home. 


Our investigation disclosed that Cienfuegos was 
bom on February 6, 1932* and was a Cuban citizen . He 
entered the United States on April 1, 1953* a t Miami, 

Florida, on a 30-day visitor's visa; was apprehended by 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), 

San Francisco, California, on April 29* 1955 5 and determined 
to be illegally in the United States. When apprehended 
by INS, he had a Social Security card in his possession 
, indicating he had identified himself as Ramon Ruiz to V5\C 
s the Socia^Secw^iti^ffice. He was deported on June 4, 'O v ~' 
1955 • his fiancee residing in San Francisco, 

intervened in his behalf, went to Cuba and married Cienfuegos 
on September 1, 1955 • Upon returning to the United States, 
she pleaded that her husband's absence caused her unusual 
\\hardship. Cienfuegos was legally admitted to the United States 
1 1 on March 25* 1956. 

Inquiries at San Francisco indicated that 
|| Cienfuegos had departed for Mexico and possibly Cuba in 
1 1 September, 1956. On June 21, 1957* an d September 20, 1957* 

«»our Legal Attache, Havana, furnished information indicating 
|| that Cienfuegos was with the forces of Fidel Castro in Cuba . 



mum 


ALL 

L Mxcipr. 

‘ w'.; .LHVViSE 



RE: CAMILO CIENFUEGOS y GORRIARIAN 


On October 24, 1957» the case loas placed in a pending 
inactive status by San Francisco in view of the fact that 
inquiries had reflected the subject was still in Cuba • 

The case was closed on January 1 ?, 195&* when additional 
inquiries reflected that he was still outside the 
United States • 


No information vxls developed indicating 
Cienfuegos was connected with the Communist Party in 
the Uh'&edState^^^Ow^AnformLt^T^wa^disseminated to 

and the 




( The Department of the Army, on December 23, 1958, 
advised that there was evidence that Cienfuegos may be 
a communist or an "extreme leftist," 




lAQ~ tJA / *) ^ s-\ f J /i. i / ir-fi 


January 21, 2959 
"* I ^-i ^ COUBJSB SMKTIGE 

/m s/so w mw 

Memorable Christian A* Mortar 

under Saaratary of Stata *>o^. 

Department of Stata 

Washington 2$, D. C. ■ ■ / / 

jfy <f#ar JT* «rri#r# 

In comnsetio* i our dtocuomtan on 

Jamary 29 , 2959 » regarding tha Cuban situation and 
parti ou2ar2y e oncoming informti 


ah m haoo boon 



r " .• \(i 


Tolson 

Boardman 

Belmont — 

Mohr 

Nease . 

parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

Clayton 

Tele. Boom 

Holloman — . — 
Sandy — 

m> & iutiMia 


uary 29, 2959, 
ha Sugar 
ha Presidential 
ha Amort sen 
conferred 


'ulLlC; 



f if ^ j 


a chaotic and tha gooommant to desperate for _ 
a oot stance and guidance from tha Chi ted States. w 

^ | 

According Wf Shi tad States 

Am b as s ado r Philip W. Bonsai mil be warmly and atneereiy 
we 2 corned in Cuba as tha Cubans are well pleased over 
his selection . She added Brm Manual Urrutta is a mare 
•figurehead* in tha present Cuban government and has i %o^ 
than to rasrganiA^Me Judicial ays tom* /y-^ 

_ added that whose fall name she me 

unable to furnish, formerly Tin charge of the 4baar 
Institute, mas Jailed on ffa&hry 29, 2959*0;. » N 


HWL:tw:dmd 

<5> fri* 

(J 


6 7 JAN 28 
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itr 3 r 
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25 -JAN 22 
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REC'D-REAUING ROOM 



daaardtng t* 


t Garni I a Ctanfua am li 
ft# addmd tha t tha Gabon 
tha mitad Statso military mimimo* 
mra taa *1— a to Matt at* and atatad 


t will oak that tkay lmm* daaord 
mHMMarmar Amorims AmMaaaadar Mart W* f« Smith 


a rampant* at ma palaam m January if $ 19$9 
prior to departing from fete* at mktah turn I a warn 


■rm^i 


yaw 


trmtad and affords* only tkraa atmtaa to 
roopoato tnaoomok am ft# mu dtaltkod My i ho 

1 







San araPla Chriattan 4# Barter 



£308? 


i added that aha hma Peon warmly 
raaatead Pp tha OUPana mad har apt nt ana an many praal 
mad «m sat tana arm amatantlp Patna a ought, gha ala a 
atmtad tihmt tha Gaatro faraaa daatra aloaa ralattona 
with tha I Hi tad Stmtaa Put that $ dua ta thtnga thap 
did tn tha SMtad dtataa uhtla trying ta ooarthr am- tha 
dooarmmnt af Battata , they ara mmhamad ta aah tha 
Ohttad dtataa far aid * 

/ have made thia information avatlaPla to 
tha MmaraPJo diehard M, Mlxont tha Attorney Qanaral/ 

1 d ep artme nt of dtmtat thaC 


mpmttSSn^o^X^Kpf** 


Mr Jl tree. 


department af tha 4 
and tha department 


STi. 


bl c 



\oZ 


dtnaaralp pour*. 


i 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Routing Slip 
FD-4 CRev«=§-44-56) 

To 

Ixjp Director 
Att. 

U SAC C- /• Title 


Date ■ 



repare lead cards 

] Assign Reassign L .“J Prepare tickler 


3 Bring file 
3 Call me 
3 Correct 

3 Deadline 


[3Z3 Recharge serials 

1 ^ Return assignment card 

1 3Z 1 Return file 


I — -J Dead line passed 
1 ^ Delinquent 
Expedite 
ile 

Initial & return 
eads need attention 


3Retum serials 


1 JSearch and return 


zjSee me 
JSend Serials 


to 


30pen Case 


3 Submit new charge-out 

3 Submit report by 

HType 


J Return with explanation or rjotation as to action taken. 

EMBASSY WEEKA #3, 1/20/59 
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date: January 21, 1959 


FROM 


^ ( i f 



co Mr • Belmont 


SUBJECT: 


CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


ASAC 


NYO, 



Tolson . 
Boardman 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Nea: 

Pars* 

Rosi 
Tai 

Trotter . 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman . 
Gandy . 


mont ^ 

nm Kj 


m 




advised at approximately 11:30, 1-21-59 

that WK/B^he Bureau of Special Services, New York 

City Police Departmer^^had advised the NYO this morning that a I PLo 

group of Cubans in NYC are going to picket the United Nations Head - JQ ((^ 
luajrters^be tween 4:00 and 5:30 PM on the afternoon of 1-21-59 • 

that the picketing was to blunder the direction of 
ASAC Schmit advised that^///^//lwas a member of 
the July 26 Movement in NYC . 


ACTION : 


The above information was tele 

if the State Department by 

confirmed in writing • 



urnished to 
nd will 



blC 
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CCMMuNICATfBSS SECTION 
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Mr, Tokon — 
Mr. Belmuat- 
Mr. Moh' 


j, * 


Mr. Nease ; 

Mr. Parsons — ... J 

Mr. Rosen \ 

Mr. Tamm—.. ! 

Mr. Trotter 
Mr. W.CJtatl : ™n ; 

Tele. Room 

Mr. HoUoman 

Miss Gandy — 



A;l r,ON T **MEO 

a^LAHS^FIED 

m by. — 

Vm/frK iwi 

URGENT 1-20-59 1-22 AM GPU 

TO DIRECTOR 2 Pr *. / r? : A A Y/)f f ‘ 6 

FROM SAC NEW YORK 3P ‘ 

CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES, FPM DASH CUBA* 

TELEPHONIC ALLY ADVISED FROM HAVANA, CUBA, AT TEN TEN PM 

b / “7 

INSTANT THAT SHE SPENT EIGHT HOURS AT SUGAR INSTITUTE AND TWO AND A * 
HALF HOURS AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE* SHE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH 
US EMBASSY HAVANA. AMONG PEOPLE SHE SPOKE WITH, 
f SUGAR INSTITUTE, 








FAND MANY OTHERS. 


PADVISED SITUATION IN 

CUBA CHAOTIC AND GOVERNMENT IS DESPERATE FOR ASSISTA«|*ND GUIDANCE 
OF US. ' ‘ 


[FURNISHED FOLLOWING, US AMBASSADOR PHILIP W* BONSAI^ 
WILL BE WARMLY AND SINCERELY WELCOMED AS CUBANS ARE WELL PLEASED WITH 


c 

o 


CHOICE OF BONSAL. DR* MANUEL URRUTIA IS MERE FIGURE HEAD, HAS NO POWE1 


0 WAS 


AND ONLY JOB IS T0\ REORGANIZE THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. FNU 

INSTITUTE WAS JAILED THISBATE* CUBA DESIRES US TO 


IN CHARGE OF SUGAR 
MAKE HIGHER RE-ALL 
END PAGE ONEX 


bk 
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ATI ON OF SUGAR, AND IF AMBASSADOR BONSAL WILL C QME 1 

P ~ — X - £, 


NQr ' - r '^OT>DED 
184 JAN 23 195P 
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M-hiA-i S-dl 6, Mm- n corded. doCu/neni d*ded 


PAGE TWO 


CUBA AND MAKE OFFER OF TEMPORARY FINANCIAL AID TO HEW GOVERNMENT IT 
WILL SE GREATS 1 GESTURE TO IMPROVE US DASH CUBA RELATIONS* u CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL NOT RECOGNIZE RUSSIA BUT ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER 
COMMUNIST THREAT. CUBA DESPERATELY NEEDS TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS IN FIELDS 
OF EDUCATION AND AGRICULTURE* ^THE MILITARY TRIALS ARE TEMPORARILY 
HELD UP AND WHEN RESUMED, WILL BE OPEN TO PUBLIC* HELD IN HAVANA AND 

SPEAK 

WITH FIDEL CASTRO, WHICH S^E SAID SHE WOULD DO, BUT DOES NOT REALLY 
DESIRE TO 


DEFENDENTS WILL HAVE LEGAL COUNSEL. ALL ASKED 


[HAS APPOINTMENT TO SPEAK WITH COMMANDANTS 

, ! t -7 O J'Y 

CAMILO C/ENFUEGOS AT CAMP COLUMBIA ON ONE DASH TWO ZERO DASH FIVE 


ninL XASI 


CASTRO AT PRESENT, IS IN PINAR DEL RIO. 



Advised 


CUBAN GOVERNMENT IS BITTER 
WERE TOO CLOSE TO BATISTA. 


TOWARD US MILITARY MISSIONS AS THEY FEEL THEY 
IF THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE OF US MILITARY 
MISSIONS ARE NOT RECALLED SOON, THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL ASK THEM TO 
LEAVE. MHHBaDVISeI) FORMER AMBASSADOR EARL^f'T. SMITH PAID HIS 
RESPECTS AT THE PALACE THlfc DATE PRIOR TO LEAVING CUBA AND WAS RUDELY 
TREATED AND GIVEN ONLY THREE MINUTES TC PAY HIS RESPECTS AS HE 
WAS SO MUCH DISLIKED BY THE CUBAN PEOPLE. #■■■■■ STATED SHE WAS 


PAGE THREE 


WARMLY RECEIVED BY THE CUBANS AMD HER OPINION ON MANY PROBLEMS AND 

;e -etwAi^ 


QUESTIONS ARE CONSTANTLY BElING SOUGHT. ■■■■V KDVXS£l> TKE 
WANT CLOSE RELATIONS WITH US BUT FEEL ^TH AT DUE TO THINGS THEY DID IK 


US WHILE TRYING TO OVERTHROW GOVERNMENT OF BATISTA THEY ARE ASHAMED 

)} 


Lie 


TO ASK THE US FOR AID. 
AS RECEIVED FROM 
END AND ACK PLS 
NY R 2 WA ELR 


BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF FURTHER INFO 
AND OTHER SOURCES. 


f 
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Office M.emorand. 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJBCT : 


Mr. A. H. Belmont 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

1959 




On January lt>, 1959, while^^HHQHpof the Liaison Section 
was at the Department of State, he cci^rerre^mhMr. E. Tomlin 

Director, Office of Security, and his Deputy, Mr. Otto Otepkaj 

was advised confidentially that the Department of State is embarrass* 
|result of the Cuban situation in that they die 
to be thrown out on January 1, 1959, 


_ In an attempt to find 

ck of knowledge apparently sonbe ofTBe top State officials felt that they were not 
riefed on the Cuban situation as they should have been during the past several 
onths. Mr. Bailey advised that in an attempt to prevent the reoccurrence of 
this situation as it may affect Cupa or some other country, he has been instructed 



pate Jan 

fit 

DEC'.ASSIFV o:> Sx;t _ 

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION/®’ |/ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE r 


k 


V 


to send all material his security 


including the FBI to the Office of Intelligence Resources and Coordination. The 
Director of this office is A. Sidriey Buford. Mr. Buford’s office comes under 
Mr. Hugh S. Cummings, Jr., the Director of Intelligence and Research. 


to date for January they will rec 
when this flood of paper hits the 
they will soon revert back to the! 


The above change is 
necessary in the Bureau's hanc 
change is purely an administrc 

For informa^UP 1 ^ 


office receives from other Government agencies 


Mr. Bailey advised t±jat during November, 1958, the Bureau sent his 
office oyer lbOO items, in December, over 1400 items, and based on the receipts 

We close to 2000 items. Mr. Bailey feels that 
Office of Intelligence Resources and Coordination, 
old system of having the security office furnish 
the item s to the interested areas within State. Mr. Bailey further advised that 
the duty of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research is to handle positive foreign 
intelligence and does not deal with domestic intelligence which for the most part 
is the type of information the Bxireau furnishes to State; 


Cj 

a 

IN- 


ACTION 


OHEkjjawjjik ^9) 
1 - Mr. Belmont 


take effect January lb, 1959. No Chang 
g of its dissemination to Stale inasmucl 
|ve matter within State. 
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FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 

* A A 


( ./ 


CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES; 

Yesterday claimed mc 



NO. 596 

f'J jj / 4 . _ 

STRo"l N ~F I VE HOUR PRESS CONFi 

/ i i— w « unun i vun i muu iinvnvi vu i"v~r i w UNITED STATES PRESS WIRE SERVICES 
^ NOT TELLING TRUTH RE NECESSITY FOR EXECUTIONS. CLAIMED WAS NOT 
A COMMUNISTiBUT WANTED POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE FOR 

CONDEMNED SOME AMERICAN BIG BUSINESS INTERESTS ESPECIALLY 
D FRUIT COMPANY STATING HAD NOT PAID TAXES TO REBELS WHEN 
REBELS IN CONTROL OF ORIENTE PROVINCE. STATED COULD NOT UNDER- 
STAND WHY MILITARY MISSIONS SHOULD ALWAYS COME FROM UNITED 
STATES AND THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE ONE FROM VENEZUELA. EVI- 
DENT FROM PRESS COMMENTS ON£ASTRO*S REMARKS THAT THERE IS SOME 
SELF - IMPOSED CUBAN PRESS CENSORSHIP. TRIALS OF QM&iE 'WAR 
CRIMINALS / U«WTE STARTED HAVANA YESTERDAY. HELD AT SPORTS 
COLESEUM. WITNESSED BY 17.000 PERSONS WITH FULL RADIO AND TELE- 
V I SION COVERAGE, ^DEFENDANT, AN ARMY MAJOR. CONF RONTED WITH 
OVER 50 WITNESSES MOST OF WHOM COULD FURNISH ONI Y HFARSAY FVI- 


J 


DENCL he MlTfED SOME KILL LNGS.BUT STATED ALL DONE IN LINE 
OF DUTY. TRIAL LASTED 8 BOURS^. DEFENDANT, SENTENCED TO BE SHOT 
AFTER 3 HOUR DELTbERATIOnTbELIEF. IS THAT CONDEMNATION ON PART 
OF WORLD PRESS AGAINST EXECUTIONS HAS SLOWED SOME. . CASTRO 
CONTINUES TO EXPRESS ANT I AMERICAN AND NATIONAI LSTIC SENTIMENT^ 
NO PUBLIC CRITICISM HERE OF EXECUTIONS. GOVERNMENT OFFICES 
CONTINUE DISORGANIZED DUE TO COMPLETE TURNOVER IN PERSONNEL AND 


66 JAN 2 J /1959 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems . ' 
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HESITANCY OF OFFICIALS TO MAKE DECISIONS WITHOUT CONFIRMATION 
FROM CASTRO. 

JAMES T. HAVER7Y 

RECEIVED: 1-23-59 5:58 PM ECD 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 




If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased m order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems • 
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The Director 


A, S, Belmont 
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UWDE& SECRETARY Of STATE 
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the 

ate Sorter 
Mem Jerk Off i oe 


At 5t30 p,m*, today, 

Liaison Seat ion briefed Under Secretary of 
concerning the information furnished to th 

today involving Eaiti • Mr, Sorter ashed “ 

to express his appreciation to the Director for furnishing 
this information to him so promptly and further ashed that 
the Direetor be advised that he deeply appreciates 
the Director's taking his valuable time as he did on 
January 19, 1959, to brief Mr . Sorter on the Cuban situation* 
Mr* Sorter was advised that this would be done • 


smm 


for information , 


1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Liaj 
1 - 

OSBtta 

(s) 
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UPI -70 

(CUBA) 

HAVANA — FIDEL CASTRO HAS^THROWN OUT THE COMMUNISTS WHO INFILTRATED 
E CUBAN LABOR UNION LEADERSHIP IN THE HECTIC FIRST PAYS OF THE REBEL 
VICTORY. IT WAS DISCLOSED TODAY, 

THE REBEL CHIEFTAIN FORCED A REORGANIZATION OF THE CUBAN NATIONAL 
1 LABOR FRONT AND WORKERS CONFEDERATION BEFORE HE DEPARTED YESTERDAY ON A 
WEEKEND TRIP TO CARACAS, VENEZUELA, FIVE REDS WERE REPORTED FORCED OUT 
* OF THE LABOR LEADERSHIP* . V : 

tr AT THE $Ate tI«E, THE PROVISIONAL COVERNMENT TOOK STEPS TO TONE DOWN 
> THE SPECTACLE OF THE HAVANA *WAR CRISES* TRIALS* SOURCES: PREDICTED 
THAT NO MORE TRIALS WOULD BE HELD IN THE BIG SPORTS STADIUM WHERE 
BATISTA ARMY MAJ, JESUS SOSA BLANCO WAS CONDEMNED EARLY YESTERDAY AFTER 

^ — — IERINC 


A 12 -HOUR AND ID MINUTE TRIAL WITNESSED BY 30,0Q0_ 

THE TRI ALS OF TWO OTHER TOP BATIS TA HENCHMQL _ 

POSTPONED WMTIL MONDAY, iv-'ftrt 

expected ri BE fRAUgVLIRtD FMH The sports stadium to the privacy of 

CABANA FORTRESS, 

MAJ, SOSA BLANCO V S APPEAL FROM HIS DEATH SENTENCE WAS FORMALLY 
RECEIVED BY THE SUPERIOR WAR COURT, IT WAS REPORTED, IT WAS TO BE 
ACTED UPON EARLY NEXT WEEK, 

THE CONDEMNED KAN, SAID IN HIS CELL AT CABANA FORTRESS THAT HE HOPED 
HIS TRIAL— WHICH HE HAD COMPARED TO THE MARTYRDOM OF CHRISTIANS IN THE 
ROMAN COLISEUM— WOULD BE THE LAST OF ITS KIND IN CUBA, 

\"I HAVE NEVER BEEN AFRAID OF DEATH," SOSA BLANCO SAID, "NOW THAT I 
HAVE BEEN CONFESSED (BY A PRIEST) I FEAR DEATH EVEN LESS. 

"IF MY DEATH MEANS THE HAPPINESS OF CUBA, LET THEM SHOOT ME AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE." 

> /2 *" MJ227P /- 
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Fm-CBBA 


ACTIVITIES 


The WTO is in receipt of a letter dated 1/26/59 fro* 
Bs a dquiur ters* first Vhited States Amy* Office of the Assistant 
Ch i ef of Staff* 0-2* intelligence* which states as follows a 

"There is evidence of increasing voluntary cnllstaent 
of Central Anerieaa and West Indian (including Man) lartgrants 
in the felted Mates Army. In may esses there does not appear 
to he any personal advantage nor does loyalty or pntrlotian 
wear on a factor in such eallstueat. A recent group , included* 
for nnplii a Cuban lawyer* a Cental can nedieal graduate* a 

©0 0wMHH9w a 0 w3 » 


such 


"The possibility of future activities carried on by 
iadivldmls while they are under 94* Amy ecntral is of 
m be this office. 

"In vies of the recent Central Anerieaa develops* nti 
he nevelntlan in Cuba* any information yon my have on 

* ^ ‘ * * “ ' ‘ aid be 


O e — mist influenc e within the Castro Oovemaent* would 


*hls natter is being r e fer re d to the Bureau 
uhw of the request* since it is felt the Burma 
eonyidto data pertinent to the request * 


This letter has bosn 


and C—2 advised Ihnt 
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TO 


Director, FBI 


> VERN pi'EK^M 

| Mr. Papons. 
| Mr. Rolan— 

DATS: January w§* •Wfgfh 


from t Legal Attache, Havana (66-101) 


SUBJECT: 


INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - CUBA 


S22W 


r f&r* 

Mr. 

| Mr. 

I Tele. 

I Mr. HoUomaxi 

I Miss Gzndy ~— — 


w 

I 


/ Submitted herewith are an original and six copies of 

/ , a memorandum captioned as above. 

£ 

/ 

y j All information contained in this memo* “*dum is already 

y y 1 known to appropriate Embassy officials, iacludin It is 

/[ , to be noted that in many instances the personal o^^u^Jns of 
'.y the writer have been set forth, based on information received 
/ from sources of this office. 

X, No dissemination of the memorandum as such has been 

(made locally. It is classified '’Confideg^al” inasmuch as it 
reflects information obtained from confidential sources of 
this office in Cuba. 


2 - Bureau (Enc. 7) 
1 - Havana 
JTH/DJB:lg 
(3) 


to f?* 6 :,. - • . , 
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UNI, :d states department OF J' TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


WASHINGTON 2 5, D. C. 

January 15, 1959 


During fi 


led 
advance. 


INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - CUBA 
SYNOPSIS 

ecemb er , 1958, BATISTA armed forces f* 
~ made dying gasp to stop rebel 
iscriminately bombed 




held by rebels. v The flight of Government 
! shadowed by attempts, on part of a number of 
‘visas. News of BATISTA flight at 3:30 A.M. 
first slowly throughout city but by 11:00 A ? H«r? 

began acts of ^er^d^ism. Militia of July 26, however^ had restored 
order by nightfall# 1 although sacking of homes of pro- BATISTA ele- 
ments continued £$r several days. Embassy began immediate plans 
for evacuat ion . ££Xappr oximat ely 2,200 tourists, which evacuation 
completed with in .a- 4- day period. Although caretaker government 
hadbeen left ttylBATISTA in person I ~1 

July 26 Jprces actually controlled countr^^^ProvisTonal b * 
President EjfuRRUTIA arrived Havana January 5, but his planned 

triumphal e|fti*‘yXnarred when members of Directorio Revolucionario 
refused to UP Palace, claiming had not received adequate represej 

tation in |>rpv.isional Government. Provisional Government completely 
July 26 dominated. FIDEL CASTRO entered Havana January 8 and in 
mass rally asked for all to back Provisional Government. Ap- 
proximately 200 BATISTA followers executed to date, and Cuban 
leaders, including FIDEL CASTRO, very vehement in statements 
against those who attack such mass executions. Several of FIDEL 
CASTRO’s lieutenants in prominent positions have made anti-United 
States remarks and stated that they were not anti-Communists. 
Communists have commenced republication of daily newspaper "Hoy" 
and have made inroads in capturing important positions in labor 
( unions. Files of Bureau for Repression of CommuniM^Activities 
j presently under control of Commander ERNESTO "CHE^SvWEVARA , 
iprominent CASTRO aide and an Argentinian who is definitely anti- 
jAmerican. He states he will burn same. CASTRO through intemperate 
remarks has fanned anti-U.S. feeling. Prominent Cuban magazine, 
"Bohemia”, in issue of 1,000,000 copies carried scathing attack 
against U. S. Ambassador EARL E. T. SMITH. CASTRO idol of mobs 
but some thinking people have indicated that he talks too much 
and attempts to completely control Provisional Government. 

Gambling casinos closed but some top hoodlums with gambling 
interests remain in Havana. Government officials in statements 
have vacillated with respect to their ideas concerning reopening 
of gambling establishments, but CASTRO now states some will reopen 
under Government supervision. 


v- 
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FLIGHT OF PAST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

In the closing days of December, 1958, the BATISTA 
forces in a last-gasp effort to delay the rebel forces called 


Sources advise that 


during his time in Government service, was considered ^ 
to be ruthless in his dealings with enemies of the regime. It 


was reported that on assuming command 


ersonally directed 


the aimed forces and for a few days evidently stirred the morale 
of the soldiers. The Air Force took to the air and bombed the 
town of Santa Clara in Las Villas Province, killing hundreds 
of innocent persons but not doing much material damage to the 
rebel forces. 

BATISTA celebrated New Year's Eve with a group of close 
"cronies" at his headquarters, Camp Columbia, Havana. At approxi 

mately 3:30 A.H. he and his close "henchmen" fled the country, 

/ A'W /ItlK An . . j .. » 
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Intelligence Survey - Cuba 


some going to the Dominican Republic and some to the United States* 
Host of those accompanying BATISTA were those who were active in 
carrying out under his orders a ruthless purge of enemies of the 
BATISTA regime. 

A foreshadowing of BATISTA' s sudden disappearance from 
Cuba was the fact that for approximately two weeks prior to 
January 1 numerous Cuban officials closely connected with BATISTA 
made arrangements to secnse United States visas for themselves 
or their families. 

Among those leaving with BATISTA were 




f, and several minor police officials 
who were considered to have been directly involved in the torture 
and killing of Cuban citizens during BATISTA* s rule. 

The word of BATISTA'S flight did not become generally 
known to the people in Havana until about 10:00 A.M. on January 1. 
Word then rapidly spread throughout the district of Old Havana, 
and hoodlums began their acts of vandalism. The first things 
to disappear were all of the parking meters which were smashed 
and broken by vandals who pocketed the coins contained therein. 


2 - 


X* 
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% * 

Shop windows of luxurious stores were broken and the stores ran- 
sacked. Three of the smaller gambling casinos, namely the Plaza, 
Deauville, and Seville Biltmore, were invaded by mobs and their 
equipment destroyed. Police continued to be seen on the streets 
in prowl cars and on foot until approximately 5:00 P.H; however, 
they did nothing to deter any of the mob action. That evening 
militia of the July 26 Movement began to take over the police 
functions in the City of Havana.. During the second and third 
days of the revolution houses^ of prominent politicos were sacked 
with the blessing of the July 26 group. 

The Embassy immediately began making plans for the 

i 

evacuation of approximately 2,200 American tourists who were 
found stranded in Havana. In view of the fact that a general 
strike had been called in Havana Province by the July 26 Movement 
during the initial days of the revolution, plans for the evacua- 
tion of these tourists proved -tjo be very difficult to finalize. 

Many of the tourists complained bitterly concerning the lack of 
foodstuffs in the city and what they termed the inept handling 
by the Embassy of the making of appropriate arrangements for their 
departure. The Embassy through liaison with July 26 leaders 
was able to make arrangements with Cubana de Aviacion, the Key 
West Ferry, and the Palm Beach Ferry to get all these tourists 
out of Havana within a four-day period. 
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BATISTA, on his flight from the coun try , had left a 
government 

however 

on the night of January turned over the armed forces 

to who had been freed and brought back to Havana : ' y 

from the Isle of Pines Prison that same date* fH Bfhad been 
in prison because of an attempted revolt against BATISTA. Al- 
though ^HH^had nominal control of the armed forces, the 
July 26 militia ruled Havana. 

The followers of FIDEL CASTRO immediately took control 
of all radio and television stations in Havana and through this 
means of communication exerted much control over popular feeling. 
Although the 26th of July militia did much to control the looting 
and sacking in Havana, there were outlying instances where vandals 
took advantage of an almost chaotic situation. Host people feel, 
however, that without the forceful entry of the July 26 personnel 
into the vacuum created by BATISTA* s sudden withdrawal from the 
country, conditions would have been much worse for all the 
citizenry. 

On January 3 fHmpm turned over the command of 
Army forces at Camp Columbia to the July 26 commander, CAMILO 
“tCIENFUEGOS, who had arrived from the Second Front on that date. 
CIENFUEGOS continues to be in charge of this position. 
himself, although a popular idol, has been relegated to the Job 
of in charge of Army schools. 
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Judge MANUEL URRUTIA took the oath of office as Pro- 
visional President on the afternoon of January 2 at Santiago de 
Cuba. He arrived in Havana on January 5. A planned triumphal 
entry of URRUTIA into Havana was marred by the fact that followers 
of the Direct or io Revolucionario, who had fought against the 

\ 

BATISTA Government, had seized control of the Presidential Palace 
and had refused to give it up to the July 26 elements because 
they felt €hey had not received adequate representation in the 
Provisional Government. After several hours of negotiation, 
however, they finally agreed to vacate the Palace, and late in 
the evening of January 5 URRUTIA was installed in his new home. 

URRUTIA has named the following member of his Cabinet : 
Prime Minister 
State 
Treasury 
Justice 

/ 

j Commerce 
/ Public Works 
Agriculture 
Education 
Interior 
Labor 


J OSBOil R(T CARDONA 
ROBERTCTAGRAMONTE^PI CHARDO 
RUFC^^PEtf^FRESQUET 
ANGEif'FERNANDEZ 
RAUL^CEPERCT BONILLA 
MANUEL RAYJRIVERO 
HUMBERTP/SORL^MARI n 
ARMAND d^HAR^DAYALOS 
LUI^^LANOO'RODRIGUEZ 
MANUEJ^ERNANDEZ ^ ^ 
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Public Health 


JDLKTl KARTINE^fPAEZ 


^j#AE 


/ 


/ 


/ 


Recovery of Misappropriated 

Assets FAUSTIH^^R^flfiRMAIiDEZ 

Delegate General of the . 

Presidency to the L 

Armed Forces FIDBirCASTRfi^RDZ 


Secretary t<? the 

Presidency LUIJ^BUQpmODRIGUEZ 

The Cabinet is composed almost completely of adherents 
of the July 26 Movement, although the Ortodoxo and the Montecristi 
Groups also are represented. There are no known Communists in 

w [N || r . -••••* «-— .»-r r ^goew**** 

th e^ grou p . and most are young men of unproven experience. 

FIDEL CASTRO delayed his triumphal entry into Havana 
until January 8. It was generally believed that his delay in 
coming to Cuba's capital was occasioned by fear that members 
of the Directorio Revolucionario might create incidents to 
mar his welcome. CASTRO was most impressive in his initial 
speech in Havana. He was moderate in his approach and asked 
for all persons to lay down their arms and give their full 
support to the Provisional Government. 

Since that time, however, CASTRO has become more demagogic 
in bis statements and has on several occasions Jmmb spoken and acted 
as though he were the Government. URROTIA, as Provisional Presi- 
dent, has remained in the background and is considered to be a 
weak man, completely controlled by CASTRO. 
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EXECUTIONS 

In the first days of the revolution it was known that a 
number of adherents to the BATISTA regime were killed in Havana 
when they attempted to escape the militia patrolling the streets. 

At the present time there is a planned execution of what the Govern- 
ment forces call BATISTA ’’murderers” and ’’informers.” To date 
these executions, which total approximately 200, have taken place 
in the outlying provinces. In Havana, itself, however, a total 
of 1,000 persons have been imprisoned and are reportedly awaiting 
trial. The reaction of Cuban leaders to world-wide comments 
condemning mass executions has been violent and immediate. 

ERNESTO ”CHE” GUEVARA, the 26th of July commander in charge 
of La Cabana Fortress in Havana, has commented that the Americans 
who decry these executions should wipe their faces with the pictures 
of those tortured and killed by BATISTA. FIDEL CASTRO has also 
been intemperate in his statements against the reaction of some 
U. S. politicians and newspapermen. CASTRO, himself, on one 
occasion stated that for those imprisoned in Havana a mass trial 
for all to see would be held in Havana's Central Park. 
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displeased with He claimed be had entered into an agree- 

ment with WHIP during the closing weeks of December, 1958, 
whereby was to insure that BATISTA and his followers 

did not leaver CUBA. CASTRO claimed that was a traitor 

for not 

of the Cuban Government at La Cabana Fortress. 

COMMUNIST PROGRESS SINCE BATISTA N FLIGHT 

During the first days of the revolution little was beard 
from the communist element. They did, however, on several occasions 
during this period attempt to secure radio and television time but 
were unsuccessful in their endeavors. However, ERNESTO "CHE" > 
GUEVARA and CAMILO CIENFUEGOS, lieutenants of FIDEL CASTRO, on 
coming to Cuba announced that they were not anti -communists. 

Since January 1 the Party has established the publication of 
its daily newspaper, "HOY. " In the National Yorkers United 
Front the communists have succeeded in capturing five out of 
the twenty-two positions on the Executive Committee. The 
communists also have opened a headquarters in the City of Havana. 
Some of their members have also been able to secure minor positions 

*** to' 

in the Provisional Government. 

* ' Shortly after the arrival of CAMILO CIENFUEGOS and 

ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA to Havana; the files of the Bureau for 7 ; 
Repression of Communist Activities (BRAC) were transferred 

• * < 



from Camp Colombia, where CIENFUEGOS has command, to La Cabana 
Fortress, which is under the control * 0 ! ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA. 

"CHE" GUEVARA announced that he would review these files and then 

\* * 

■•-i 

would publicly burn them. 


having kept his word. 



is a prisoner 
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ANTI -UNITED STATES FEELING 

FIDEL CASTRO in his public statements has not been 
complimentary toward the United States. He has asked for the 
recall of the United States Army Missions and in his speeches 
has derided their qualifications, claiming that they could not 
have been much good inasmuch as they trained a defeated army, 
namely the Army of BATISTA. Bte has publicly stated that he was 

i 

in favor of asking for a military mission from Venezuela to train 

Cuba's forces. In a very intemperate remark made on January 15 

I 

he stated that if United States Marines were sent to Cuba, "200,000 
gringos will die." He later claimed that he made this statement 
to persons whom he thought were friends and that it was not for 
publication. ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA is definitely anti-American 
in his sentiments. The FIDEL CASTRO followers continue to allege 
that the United States sent arms and munitions to the BATISTA 
forces to kill fellow Cubans, a| charge which has not been true 
for some time. 

The prominent Cuban magazine, "Bohemia", in a special 
issue of one million copies issued on January 12, 1959, carried 

r 

a scurrilous and scathing attack against U. S. Ambassador EARL E. T. 
fsMITH. The article was full of half-truths and untruths. It 
claimed that SMITH was pro-BATISTA because of the fact that 







■« 
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BATISTA gave concessions to big U. S. business. It derided a ball 
vbich was given at the Waldorf Astoria in November, 1958, for a 
scholarship fund sponsored 

Attempts by the Press Officer of the Embassy, 
after the publication of this article, to contact the magazine's 
editor proved ineffectual. 


^7C 


CUBAN SENTIMENT TOWARD FIDEL CASTRO 

FIDEL CASTRO is Cuba's white hope at the present moment 
and the idol of the corwds. The old-line Cuban politicians have 
not come to the forefront to voice any disappointment with policy 
expounded by CASTRO. CASTRO has given the impression of one who, 
in his public statements, is able to sway the people. Reliable 
observers, however, have pointed out that in the numerous state- 
ments which CASTRO has issued in the past week in Havana he has 
lost some prestige. He appears to be over-talkative and one 
who is willing to give a statement on any situation or problem. 
His press conferences go on for hours, and it is the feeling 
of some that he talks too much. 


- 10 - 
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CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 
1 . Top Hoodlums 

As a result of the over-throw of the BATISTA. Government 


y 


on January 1, 1959, there has been a general exodus of gamblers 
and' some top hoodlums from Havana. However, the following top 
hoodlums still remain on the Havana scene, for the admitted 
purpose of seeing whether they can "deal" with the new Govern- 
ment concerning the resumption of gambling operations in Havana: 

SANT^TRAFFICANTE , Miami top hoodlum; 

Miami top hoodlum; 

CHARLEfHTOURINE, Miami top hoodlum. 




2. Gambling 

On January 1, 1959, when law and order were non-existent 
in Havana, mobs of people sacked and destroyed the gambling 
casinos in the Hotels Plaza, Deauville, and Sevilla Biltmore. 

Minor damage was done to the Sans Souci gambling casino. The 
larger casinos managed to stave off any mob action by having 
their employees, many of whom were members of the July 26 Movement 
block the entry of such mobs and discourage them from doing 
damage to these larger casinos. All casinos at the present 
time are closed. There has been a number of announcements 


) 
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by Government officials concerning gambling. The most recent state- 
ments of Dr. FIDEL CASTRO RUZ indicate that gambling will be per- 
mitted in the larger hotels, such as the Riviera, Hilton, and 
Nacional, as well as in the Sans Souci and Tropicana night clubs. 
Apparently the smaller "popular" casinos will not be allowed to 
re-open. 

3. " Take" 

CASTRO has indicated that the casino profits will be 
divided as follows: 

40 per cent for Cuban charity; 

30 " " " tourist promotion; 

30 " " " casino operators. 

It appears doubtful that any of the larger casinos 
would re-open under these terms since a profit margin of 30 
per cent of the profits for a casino operator would not make 
a large gambling operation worthwhile. It is known that important 
American gamblers are bringing pressure to bear on the Government, 
both through their own personal contacts as well as through the 
casino employees, in an effort to obtain permission to re-open 
and at the same time receive a reasonable profit on their in- 
vestment . 

4. Police Tie - Ups With Organized Crime 

With the fall of the BATISTA Government all police 
tie-ups with organized crime ceased. Casino operators have 
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indicated that it would be a relief to them to operate their casinos 
without continual "shake-downs" by various police officials* 

They have stated that they would be willing to pay a higher 
percentage of their profits to the Cuban Government provided 
that the Government can insure there will be no "shake-downs." 
j5. Qfrhfgr Criminal Activity 

No new developments. 
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By memorandum J anua ry 24 9 I95S£ a brief on the 
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in connection with his luncheon meeting with Under Secretary 
of State Christian A. Herter at 1 p.m., Thursday , January 29, 

1959 . 

At 9:30 this morning our Liaison Section learned 
that Roy R . Rubottom, Jr., Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter -American Affairs, one of the original invitees to the 
luncheon meeting, will be unable to attend since . he mus-6 
make a speech before some organisation ( name unknown ) in 
New York City which is bestowing an award upon Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles . Taking Mr. Rubottom’s place at the 

1 . luncheon meeting will be his assistant. Deputy Assistant (A 
Secretary of State William P. Snow. ** 

All material relating to the Cuban situation received t 

I in the Division since the brief was completed , up to and 
including material available through the close of business 
January 27, has been reviewed and pertinent data incorporated 
into revised pages for insertion into the brief. 

The revised p 

results of interview with 

Batista’s Bureau for Repression M^uomwni&^ACTiv^ti^^ie tails 
concerning recen-^briv^t^C^i^KM^KM///////^^f///Km and 
Miami informant^/ff/////i/^tt^^///^^res^report^Or^.lleged 
efforts by Castro to rid his regime of communists ; communist 
background on an additional Castro supporter; further interest 
by Communist Party, U.S.A., in Cuban matters; potential political 
ramifications in Latin America as a result of the Cuban revolution; 
and lates^d in.. the Haitian situation 
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Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. Belmont- 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Nease 

Mr. Parsons. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 



Mr. Trotter 

_ _ In the office Of^r. Jones 

Jnder Secretary of State Herte$-. w.c. sun 
telephoned to ask if Mr. Soove^ie. Room 
will be free on Thursday , Mr . hoii 
l JanTOir2_22*. to be the key gneiss Hoims 
• at a ltmcheon meeting in the Hiss Gandy * 



WI& 


Under Secretary s dining room, TFT 


iTUupBrr 



She said there will be presents 

General Swing ; a rmroBAntAtivn from Castou*, r 
tne Assistant Secretary in Charge of Lett n 
America n Arraira; the Head of security! and, 
a few others, and the topic or me meeting 
will be the matter which was discussed when 
Mr. Hoover and Mr. Herter met this week. 

fasked to be called and advised 

if, or mot, Mr. Hoover can do this. 

hwg 

cc - Mr. Holloman and Telephone romm. 

all airORMATiON COf-TAi^ED 
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THE CUBAN SITUATION 
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Belmont 

Mohr 
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Rosen _ 
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Attached is a brief for the information of the 
Director in connection with his luncheon meeting with Wider 
Secretary of State Christian A , Herter in the dining room across 
the hall from Mr, Herter’ s office. The luncheon is set for 1 p.m ,, 
Thursday, January 2$, 1959 • 


Trotter , 
W.C. Sulliv 
Tele. Room 
Hollomari'4 
Gandy . 




In additioi 
ateobeen invited: 
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NcUu^^zaTTon Service: A, CiJmo re Flues . Ansi xtant Secretary of 
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srm — rm-rrr -iTz . _ __ » _• — rrrrx. — 7r r ffTZST 5*1-1 ’ 1. 

Pi rector . oj 


fdr^nt e r-American Affairs: Hugh S, CimminaVdrf , 
IntellTQence a?id Research, Department of StaTeT^ 
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INVITEES TO LUNCHEON MEETING j 

IN DINING ROOM OF UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 

1 PM JANUARY 29. IQtQ j 

On January 22, 1959, Governor Herter* s secretary 
advised that the Director would be the key .guest at the 
above luncheon meeting , On January 2J, 1959> our Liaison 
Section determined the following officials hai)e also been 
invited to attend: 

Christ_ian A , Herter 

Under Secretary of State, and as such. 

Chairman of the Operations Coordinating Board 

bx 

General Joseph M, Swing 

Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization 
Service 



A, Gilmore Fjue^ 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

Mr, Flues has held his present position for 
the past year, handling matters involving Bureaus 
of Customs , Narcotics, and Secret Service , He is 
a lawyer from Toledo, Ohio, who serjjed\ with ffre 
Office of Strategic S ervices d uring WoridWnrTT^ 
Our contact with him has been limited but cordial , 
He has not taken over control of the activities of 
the above Bureaus as did his predecessor, David W, 
Kendall , now Counsel to the President, j and is 
considered by our contacts within Treasury as a 
" lightweight Mr, Flues is well Controlled and 
led by Commissioner Harry J, Anslinger, who uses 
him to his advantage. 


Will iam P, Snow 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State | 
for Inter-American Affairs \ 

Mr, Snow first entered State Depgrl^nent Service 
June 2, 1934, and Just prior to assuming his present 
position in June, 1957 > serued g& Cmj.r\<3> J or of the \ 
Amerdcgm Embassy in Mexico City * -Purilng tfte time he : 
mas there, oocasi^^i difficiUUe^ laroae with 
in connect i on_wj th Emba ssv. adm i ni strut ive ma sters, 
such as the diplomatic status of Bureau Agents in 1 
Mexico, Cut those problems wSTB dll resolved. "* 
Mr, Show introduced himself to the Director at the j 
Washington Airport during the May 15 I958> i 





reception for Vice President Nixon • He 
commented very favorably on Legal Atthche 
John N . Speakes in Mexico . 

Huah S . Cummina, Jr* 


The Director of Intelligence and Research , 
Department of State 

Mr* Cumming has been with the Department of 
State continuously since August, 1 and has 
held his present position since May, 19$7 • During 
two Bureau investigations (special inquiry and 
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entered on duty at the Department of State 
as a Foreign Affairs Officer (Special Assistant 
to the Secretary) , Office of the Secretary of 
State. 


is so new in his current position bic 
we are unable to state the extent of his cooperation 
with the Bureau; however , there is nothing to 
indicate he will be other than cooperative. 



Department 


of State 


usually addressed as "Colonel , " 
the rank he held when released from active duty , 

U.S. Army Reserves, on April 2, 1949* He has been \ — 
with the Department of State since May, 194-9, and 
was appointed to his present position as of 
March 1, 1957 • During a Bureau investigation of 
an Atomic Energy Act-Applicant nature in May- 
June, 1957 , subversive derogatory information 
was developed. 


thas never been contacted by 

our liaison representatives and we, therefore , 
have no information concerning his attitude toward C> 
the Bureau. There is nothing to indicate he will 
be other than cooperative. 
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In t}ie closing days of December , ^95^i 

the Batista forces in a last * J J ’ " 

the rt 



sources 

advised tha-n^BEKKJ" 'luring his Time in Government 
service , was considered to be ruthless in his 
dealings with enemies of the reg im£^^[£j%is 


Ime^^T^wai. 

'‘ce^xmaTfo\ 


reported that oh assuming command 
personally directed the armed fo rce^anafo V 
few days evidently stirred the morale of thp 
soldiers . The Air Force took to the air and 
bombed the town of Santa Clara in Zas Viliams 
Province , killing hundreds of innocent persons 
but not doing much material damage to the rebel 
forces • 


Batista celebrated New Year*s Eve I 
with a group of dose " cronies " at hie headquarters. 
Camp Columbia, Havana . At approximately 3:y0 A.M* 
he and his close henchmen fled the country, \ some 
going to the Dominican Republic and some £oj the 
United States • Most of those accompanying Ipatista 
were those who were active in carrying out ipnder 
his orders a ruthless purge of enemies of the 
Batista regime • 
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A foreshadowing of Batista's sudden 
disappearance from Cuba was the fact . that for 
approximately two weeks prior to January 1, 

1959 1 numerous Cuban officials closely connected 
with Batista made arrangements to secure 
United States visas for themselves or their 
famil ies. 
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Among those 1 



ana severer minor police officials 
wfid were considered to have been directly 
involved in the torture and killing of Cuhgn 
citizens during Batista's rule • 


The arrival of pro-Batista adfier \ 
in New York , Jacksonville , Key West, Dayto 
West Palm Beach, and New Orleans on New Ye 
Day, touched off demonstrations of anti-Ba 
elements . At the same time, many anti-Bat 
exiles in the United States, including for 
Cuban President Carlos rio Socarras, were 
departing for Cuba . 
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It is evident that the preset 
these pro-Batisih adherents in the Unit 
who fled Cuba is a source of irritation 
present Cuban Government • Press report 
January 17, 1959 » indicated Castro schei 
a mass demonstration on January 21, 19% 
reject foreign intervention and demand 
the United States return Batista M war c 
and their money • It was also reported 
January 17, 1959$ that " American offici 
not named, had said the United States nig 
have to return escaped supporters of Ba 
to Cuba to stand trial if the new Cuban 
Government accuses them of serious cri 
such as murder . These officials said t 
under the United States-Cuban extraditi 
treaty this country would not have to s 
back persons cited only for political o, 
but Cuba could ask this country for tho 
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fled if it accused them of certain specific 
crimes such as murder , rape , kidnaping , and 
assault with a deadly weapon • A Federal 
Court would then consider each case and 
decide on extradition , The demand for 
return of Cuban money would also be handled 
by a Federal judge but officials were quoted 
as saying no formal demand had been received 
for return of Batista adherents or money , 

These press reports commented that 
Castro's deman^wa^aooarentlT^primarily 

at 

rebels claim leda private army in Cuba which 
committed atrocities against Batista opponents 

a.nd others escaped in two yachts to 
Key West, Florida, when the Government fell • 
The rebels claim he carried away $ l?, 000, 000 
from the treasury , The United States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
reportedly found $ 100,000 on the yachts • 

The Immigrc^Aor^u^^Natural ization Service 
is holding^KK^/K/m in a detention camp in 
Texas • Severa^o^Batista's children are 
among the other Cubans in the United States 
who might be affected by Castro's demand , 

Political asylum, of course, may be 
the plea of those sought by the Cuban rebels , 
Historically in the past the United States 
has granted asylum to genuine political 
figures who do not want to return and has 
been reluctant to deport persons who can 
prove they would be subject to physical 
harm or unfair trials at home , 

2 , Bureau Position Concejming Pro^Batista 
Be^ugjees in the United States 

The Bureau position on the matter 
of pro-Batista refugees in the United States 
is that the question of asylum is primarily 
one for the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and the State Department , However, 
we are carefully watching the situation to 
make sure that appropriate action is taken 
in the event any individuals of particular 
security or criminal interest are admitted 
to the United States, 
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FI iaht o.7° Batista 

The word of Batista's flight did 
not become generally known to .the people 
in Havana until about 10 A»M, on January 1, 
1959 • Word then rapidly spread throughout 
the district of Old Havana , and hoodlums 
began their acts of vandalism • The first 
things to disappear were all of the parking 
meters , which were smashed and broken by 
vandals who pocketed the coins contained 
therein . Shop windows of luxurious stores 
were broken and the stores ransacked • Three 
of the smaller gambling casinos, namely the 
Plaza, Deauville, and Seville Biltmore, were 
invaded by mobs and their equipment destroyed • 
Police continued to be seen on the streets 
in prowl cars and on foot until approximately 
5 P*M , ./ however, they did nothing to deter 
any of the mob action • That evening militia 
of the July 26 Movement began to take over 
the police functions in the city of Havana • 
During the second and third days of the 
revolution, houses of prominent politicos 
were sacked with the blessing of the July 26 
group • 


The Embassy immediately began making 
plans for the evacuation of approximately 2,200 
American tourists who were found stranded in 
Havana . In view of the fact that a general 
strike had been called in Havana Province \ 
by the July 26 Movement during the initial 
days of the revolution, plans for the evacuation 
of these tourists proved to be very difficult 
to finalize • Many of the tourists complained 
bitterly concerning the lack of foodstuffs in 
the city and what they termed the inept handling 
by the Embassy of the making of appropriate 
arrangements for their departure • The Embassy 
through liaison with July 26 leaders was able 
to make arrangements with Cubana de Aviacion, 
the Key West Ferry, and the Palm Beach Ferry 
to get all these tourists out of Havana within 
a four-day period • 
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Batista, on his flight from thg 
had left a caretaker government 


lowev er, on the night of January 1, 

ig^Z^^^^tKK^tumedover the armed forces 

who had been freed 
andDrot^n^oacf^ToHavana fron^h^Isle \of 
Pines Prisor^that same date • 
been because of an atte mpted 

revolt against Batista . Althougl 
had nominal control of the armed forcl 
the July 26 militia ruled Havana • 




The followers of Fidel Castro 
immediately took control of all radio and 
television stations in Havana and through 
this means of communication, exerted mucf^. 
control over popular feeling* Although the 
26 of July militia did much to control the 
looting and sacking in Havana, there werS 
outlying instances where vandals took 
advantage of an almost chaotic situation + 

Most people feel, however, that without 
the forceful entry of the July 26 personnel 
into the vacuum created by Batista 1 s sudden 
withdrawal from the country, conditions ibould 
have been much worse for all the citizenfry • 


On January J, 1959> 

turned over the command of Army' forces a\ 
Camp Columbia to the July 26 commander, 
Camilo Cienfuegos, who had arrived from 
the Second Front on that date . Cienfuegos 
continues to be in charge of this position • 
himself, although a popular idol, 
has been relegated to the job of in charge 
of Army schools • 
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4. ffs£gfci ishment qf_JProjrisiona^ Government 
in Cuba and Anointment of Cabinet 


Judge Manuel Urrutia took the oath 
of office as Provisional President on the 
afternoon of^ January 2, 1959 > at Santiago de 
Cuba , He arrived in Havana on January 5 » 1959 • 

A planned triumphal entry of Urrutia into 
Havana was marred by the fact that followers 
of the Directorio Revolucionario , who had 
fought against the Batista Government, had 
seized control of the Presidential Palace 
and had refused to give it up to the July 26 
elements because they felt they had not received 
adequate representation in the Provisional 
Goverrment . After several hours of negotiation, 
however, they finally agreed to vacate the palace, 
and late in the evening of January 5 > 1959 > 
Utrutia was installed in his new home • 


Urrutia has named the following members 
of his Cabinet: 


Prime Minister 

State 

Treasury 

Justice 

Commerce 

Public Works 

Agricul ture 

Education 

Interior 

Labor 

Publ i c Heal th 
Recovery of 
Misappropriated 
Assets 

Delegate General 
of the Presidency 
to the Armed 
Forces 

Secretary to the 
Presidency 


Jose Miro Cardona 
Roberto Agramonte Pichardo 
Rufo Lopez Fresquet 
Angel Fernandez 
Raul Cepero Bonilla 
Manuel Ray Rivero 
Hunberto Sori Marin 
Armando Hart Davalos 
Luis Orlando Rodriguez 
Manuel Fernandez 
Julio Martinez Paez 
Faustino Perez Hernandez 


Fidel Castro 


Luis Buch Rodriguez 


The Cabinet is composed almost 
completely of adherents of the July 26 Movement . 
The Legal Attache has advised there are no known 
communists in the group and most are young men 
of unproven experience • 



Fidel Castro delayed his triumphal 
entry into Havana until January 8, 1959 • It 
was generally "believed that his delay in 
coming to Cuba's capital was occasioned by 
fear that members of the Directorio Revolucionario 
might create incidents to mar his welcome * 

Castro was most impressive in his initial 
speech in Havana • He was moderate in his 
approach and asked for all persons to lay 
down their arms and give their full support 
to the Provisional Government • 


Since that time, however, Castro has 
become more demagogic in his statements and 
on several occasions has spoken and acted as 
though he were the Government • Urrutia, as 
Provisional president, has remained in the 
background and is considered to be a weak 
man, completely controlled by Castro • 


On January 21, 1959a the press noted 
that the Government of Provisional President 
Manuel Urrutia reported progress in its hunt 
for money Batista and his followers squirreled 
away during the dictatorship • Announcements 
said a safe <jleposz£ bo^ Batis ta 's 

had yieWed 

§<d,uoo,ooo in stocks and § 125,000 in cashes 
$5, 000, 000 in stocks had been found in the 
names of Batista’s five sons; $1, 375a 000 sent 
to Switzerland fojr weapons had been recovered; 
and $6,000,000 more deposited in Western Europe 
for arms vns being sought • 
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5 , Triads and Executions in Cuba 

The recklessness with which the 
Castro forces began to liquidate the members 
of the Batista regime led to cries that the 
new Government loas no better than the Old 
and that one tyrant had merely supplanted 
another , The Castro executions are obrioxious 
to citizens of the United States and mdp,y < 
prominent individuals have voiced their 
protestations , 


In the first days of the revolution 
it was known that a number of adherents, of 
the Batista regime were killed in Havana 
when they attempted to escape the militia 
patrolling the streets , At the present time 
there is a planned execution of what tlie 
Government forces call Batista "murderers" 
and "informers, " To date these executions , 
which total approximately 200, have taken 
place in the outlying provinces. In Havana , 
itself, however, a total of 1,000 persons 
have been imprisoned and are reportedly 
’awaiting trial. The first of these trials 
began on January 22, 1959, The reaction 
of Cuban leaders to world-wide comments j 
condemning mass executions has been violent 
and immediate, Ernesto n Che n Guevara, phe 
26 of July commander in charge of La Capana 
Fortress in Havana, has commented that phe 
Americans who decry these executions should 
wipe their faces with the pictures of tpiose 
tortured and killed by Batista, Fidel Castro 
has also been intemperate in his statements 
against the reaction of some United Stapes 
politicians and newspapermen, Castro, himself, 
has stated that for those imprisoned in 
Havana, a mass 1 3 
held in 



Why he was displeased 



himsel, 




wi th H e clain^^j^^md entered 

into an agreement with ^^^^/tfduring the 
^^sim^weeks of December, 195&> whereto) 
was to insure that Batista and 
hz^joTI owers^dz^noj^l eave Cuba • Castro 
claimed that was for 

not having kept his wo rd at 
present is a prisoner of the Cuban Government 
at La Cabana Fortress . 


Concerning the wave of execute 
in Cuba, i t was reported on January^ 19> 


ions 


Tnavana, stated that 
\ he and Whe church were usually opposed j 
| to capital punishment " but in the case j of 
the current proceedings here in Cuba ttl is 
j, justified 



t . 


! 




o 

£0 



/ 


6 , Cuban An t i -Un ited Stat es Fe el i no 

Almost immediately after the 
flight of Batista, reports were received 
that the pro-Castro element was not in 
favor of the continuance of Earl E, T, j 
Smith as United States Ambassador to Cuba 
as he was looked upon as a symbol of Batista, 
Smith's resignation was publicly announced 
on January 10, 1959 • On January 12, 1959 > 
the Cuban magazine "Bohemia" carried ah 
unsigned article attacking Smith stating 
that Smith had ] 2 £en close to Batista for 
the purpose of Obtaining concessions for 
big American business / that Smith claimed 
that the Castro forces were communists s and 
that Smith had been Batista's best propagandist 
for the "electoral farce" that took pl^ce in 
November, 195&* Attempts by the Press \ Off icer 
of the Embassy, after the publication tj >/ the 
article, to contact the magazine's editor 
proved ineffectual. It is noted . that \ 
President Eisenhower nominated career 
diplomat Philip W, Bonsai as the new ! 

United States Ambassador to Cuba on January 21, 

1959 . | 

Despite the fact the United States 
afforded recognition to the new Government 
on January 8, 1959y Fidel Castro in his public 
statements has not been complimentary toward 
the United States, He has asked for th.e 
recall of the United States Army Missions 
and in his speeches has derided their j 
qualifications, claiming that they could 
not have been much good inasmuch as thky 
trained a defeated army, namely the Arn\y of 
Batista , He has publicly stated that he 

I was in favor of asking for a military mission 
from Venezuela to train Cuba's forces, j In 
a very intemperate remark made on January 15 y 
I959y he stated that if United States Marines 
were sent to Cuba , "200,000 gringos will die," 
He later claimed that he made this statement 
to persons whom he thought were friendd ana 
that it was not for publication, Ernesto "Che" 
1 Guevara is reportedly anti-American in m's 
sentiments. The Castro followers continue 
to allege that the United States sent drms 
and munitions to the Batista forces to \ kill 
fellow Cubans, ! 
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On January 16 , 1959 » it was 
reported in the press that Fidel Castro 
planned to visit the United States in 
the near future to present Cuba’s case 
to the people of the United States . 

On January 20, 1959 » 
reported t hat.Fidel Cas tro and< 

_ ’it Tie Cuban News 

ieporters~Associa£Ton, haa invited 35® 
newsmen and commentators from the 
United States and Latin America and 
critics within the United States Congress 
to attend a trial and witness a giant 
rally in Havana, which was scheduled for 
January 21, 1959 • Representative Adam 
Clayton Powell of New York reportedly 
arrived in Cuba on January 20, 1959 > a t 
his own expense to see wha^m^^^npening 
there . Representative 

of Oregon reportedly accepzeatheinvitation 
but indicated hewcMl^not attend the ^rzais. 

It was indicated^////^fihad come to Cuba 
to urge Castro and the Provisional President 
not to underestimate the help their 
Gnue&ment could expect from the United, States • 
been reported as a vigorous 
advocate of United States cooperation 
with the ney^astro Government . Both 
Powell and reported by the 

press on January 21, 1959 > <zs having 
attended the rally . 

On January 22, 1959 » it was 
reported that the " war crimes " trials of 
the defeated foes of Castro were endorsed 
by the cheers of more than 500,000 Cubans 
at the above-mentioned rally . Castro, after 
repeatedly denouncing United States Congressmen 
and newsmen who had criticized Cuba’s mass 
executions, reportedly told the meeting that 
the number of war criminals his men expected 
to kill amounted to only about one for 'every 
1,000 persons killed by American A-bomhs 
in Japan • This remark drew a wild ovation 
from the crowd . Castro also called for the 
return of the " war criminal s" who fled Cuba • 

Our Legal Attache in Havana on January 21,1939 y 
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advised he vx is,c&tf>Mentially informed that 
Embassy officials who were invited to attend 
the rally had informed Cuban officials they 
hoped no inflammatory anti-American remarks 
would be made • 


7 . Cuban Sentiment Toward Fidel Castrg 


Fidel Castro has been heralded as 
Cuba's white hope and at the moment is 
the idol of the crowds • The old-1 ine Cuban 
politicians have not come to the forefront 
to voice any disappointment with the policy 
expounded by Castro • Castro has given the 
impression in his public statements tb&t he 
is able to sway the people . His press 
conferences reportedly go on for hours and 
it is the febling of some tnat he talks too 
much • 1 


8m Criminal Activities in Cuba 


As a result of the downfall of 
the Batista Government , there has been an 
exodus of gamblers fromHavanam However, 
San t o ' Traff icant e; and Chkrl es 
Tourine still remaar^onzn^Havana scene 
for the purpose of seeing whether they can 
new Government concerning the 
gambl ing ope rati ons i n Ha vana . 


deal with the 
resumption of 


On January 1 , 1959» when law and 
order were nonexistent in Havana , mobs of 
people sacked and destroyed the gambling 
casinos in the 1 Hotels Plaza, Deauville : and 
Sevilla Hi ltmare* Minor damage was dor^e to 
the Sans Souei gambling casino • The large 
casinos managed to stave off any mob action 
by having their employees , many of whofy were 
members of the July 26 Movement , block the 
entry of such mobs and discourage them 
from doing damage to the larger casinot • All 
casinos are closed • The most recent statement 
of Fidel Castro indicates that gambling 
will be permitted in the larger hotels j such 
as the Riviera, Hilton, and Nacional, 4 s well 
as in the Sans Souci and Tropicana nigl\t clubs • 
Castro has indicated that the casino profits 
\will be divided as follows; 


4&?o for Cuban charity 
3&/0 for tourist promotion 
30 fo for casino operators 
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Information provided 


in Cuba under Batista regime 
He was a contact of the Legal Attachle • He was 
interviewed on January l6 , 1959 » i n Miami where 
he had arriv ed two or three d ays vreviou 
is livina at 
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participating, (^///fkal leges that Castro 
claims of kill ing ana torture of 20,000 rebels 
by Batista regime are greatly exaggerated. He 
estimates not more than 200 actdal atrocities 
committed by government since Castro returned 
to Cuba in 19$6, He received irtformat ion in \_-j < 
December, 19f>8, indicating 3, 000 government 0/(j 
casualties and approximately $,Q00 rebel j 

casualties during revolution, Ae estimates not 
more than 10,000 killed on both sides. 


b 


His 

uxts present at Camp UoTombia on Hew Years 
Tve, as was Batiata and a group J of gover nment 
officials, 4HBP said that according to 
and other persons present at that time Bat i sta 
was personally advised by a Cuban Army general 1 
that if government was to continue fighting rebels 
in the Oriente and Las Villas Provinces, they 
needed certain specific quantities of bombs, 
rockets, planes and other military equipment, Ir7/'j 
Batista replied that the government did not ^ il\ 
possess these materials in sucft quantities and 'JJ 
could not get, them soon. The Cuban Armu general 
who had been called (////r 
> i n December in a las\ gasp effort ) 
ana other military officials then advised 
Batista to immediately depart Cp.ba and leave 
the government in the hands of military junta, 
Batista then made immediate decision to depart 
Cuba and announced to those in attendance at 
banquet as his guests that he uns leaving Cuba j 
at once and they should prepare] to depart 
within the hour on vlaneawhichl would be ready 
at Camp Colombia, 4H ml^'eceived hii 
nqf if i cat i on of this decision fyomF* 





was again interviewed on 
January 25 , 1959, after being previously 
unavailable and said he expects ' 
the Bureau a complete report by 


to provide 
January 2?, 1959* 



He said he possesses no information indicating 
Batista adherents in the U,S, formulating any 
organized opposition to the nexA government, 
said Batista adherents are conc^rnsd^’WQry 7: ^^^ 
remaining in the U,S, He possessed no evidence 
concerning plans that Castro supporters are 
making for retaliation against patista 
adherexrt^ir^he U,S, He reported that his 

al so in Miami, heard Havana radio 
broadcast three or four days previously to effect 


Castro have 


one member 
but does not 


that six men from staff of Fidel 
departed Cuba to kidnap and brinb back to Cuba 
some prominent alleged killers of Batista 
regime • Be believes identity of 
of this group named in broadcast 
know identiti^iow, 
unknown to4| flH» In this 
January 16, 1959* intervie 

briefly to suspicion that 

had made one effort to liquidate We 

instructed Miami on January 27 , 


Destination yf group is 
during 
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interview with 


thoroughly explore thi 
to identify ' 

Miami teletype of January 25, 1959, 
indicated that 
be translated upBTi receipt and furnished the 
Bureau as soon as possible • 
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information provided by ^ HV 
the Departm ent. Deb artm en^^r 

land the 


The 

was fu rnished 

i State, 

military agencies by letters dated "January 27 
and January 28 , 1959 • 
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B, Information Provided by 

See Appendix^^forfurtherde fails of 
information fumi shed however, 
highlights are being summarized here , 




9 , who ha4 been 

providing information to our New York Office 
voluntarily with regard to other matter , 
us on January 1 , 1959 » following the do 
Batista, Since that time she has provi 
considerable information concerning the. Cuban 
situation as set forth hereinafter. 


contacted 
'all of b IL 












Anti -Cuban Fee lino vs • Fo 


to Cub 


ulUh 


r U, S, Ambas 


On January T. IQEu^^^^^^^^^madvised 


t 

the Jurg '28 Movement, had convinced trie WTfiement 
on declaring U , S • Ambassador Earl E. T • Sm,ith 
persona non grata because of his having endaged 
in business ventures with Batista • On January 4, 
1959, she advised the spirit of ant i-Ameri danism 
was very strong in Havana , not against the \ 
American Government as such , but against the 
Department of State and Ambassador Smith in 
particular • It is noted Ambassador Smith'd 
resignation xoas announced on January 10, 1959 > 
and that he returned to the United State^dd^^^^ 
January 20, 1959 *\ On January 16, 1959»^EA PBBHI 
advised that the Cuban Government was most pleased 
with the appointment of Philip W* Bonsai as 
U • S» Ambassador to Cuba • 








T tJ», 


Tilt. 


5T$ 

















■» 




































new government it would greatly improve 
United States - Cuba relations • She advised 
the Cubans are desperately in need of technical 
assistance in the fields of education and 
agriculture ?• 


6 . July 26 Movement 


advised 

had 


On January 2, 1959 » 

the July 26 Movement in the United States 
received strict orders from Fidel Castro r & 
headquarters in Cuba stating he wanted t 
over of the government to be carried out 
peaceful manner and those creating disturbances 
would be dealt with accordingly 


l ,he tu 
i in a 
irbanc 


tum- 


b~1^ 



advised that 
Movement 

rrutia, b I O 


in the United States, felt JJr» 

\Provisional President of Cuba , was not strong 
1 enough to cope with the situation in Cuba * He 
advised Mrs • Taaffe that Castro was the real power 
in Cuba • He advised the July 26 Movement] had no 
fear of communists in the new Cuban cabinet but 
loas concerned about allegations of communism in the 
Movement • He claimed that although the Movement 
accepted manpower from the communists during the 
revolt the Movement had not been influenced 
politically by the communists and that this element 
would be eliminated from the Movement • 

?• Politipigl Intgjrgst in AppotnjntSZii Of 
Ambassador to Cuba 


^^^Or^anuary 4, advised 

that wll-toowr^lvzomieylfrom 

Floriaa^wnocJaimed to be a personal friend of 
Vice President Nixon , conferred with Stat\ 
Department representatives on that date ii 
effort to get Cuban Ambassador Smitl 
his resignation • She advised that \ 
had been in contact with Senators Hutnphre i 
Morse and Mrs • Eleanor Roosevelt , that{ 
acceptable to both the Republicans and i)e\ 
but Mrs • Roosevelt had with held c omment . 
advised the Cubans desirec 
Ambassador to Cuba . 


fas 



blQ- 


nqw U . 





















was received on the night of January 9» 1959$ 

Smith r s resignation as Ambassador was announced on 
the morning qf January 10 , 1959i and as this 
resolved the situation, no dissemination was )nade 
of this information • 

The preceding information was disseminated 
to the Department of State promptly as received 
and portions of the information of interest to 
other agencies Wen fe disseminated promptly to 
such agencies, except as stated in item Number 7 
above with reagjcsl to t h e inf ormation obtained from 

on January 9» 1959* 


8» Information FurnisTied 
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r. 

She ad 
n cone 
others 
ency i. 
dvised 
ddle o 
olute 


Hvo* 
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someone at the 7/hite House . Greenbaum is a 
army officer who has been connected with the 
firm of Greenbaum, Ho Iff and Ernst since 191 . I 
1933 he was spec ia 2 assistant to the Attorney 
stated ^instructed her 

Greenbaul^zo hold his inquiry of the 7/hite fii 
abeyance until the Cuban Government is able \ 
other efforts to obtain this material in Mj 
did not want to be indebted in any way • 
stated she had been in contact on January 2 
with Mr. Robert Kennedy, Chief Counsel, U.S . 
Select Committee to Investigate Improper Act 
in Labor -Management Relations, and discussed 
him the desire of the July 26 Movemem^t^ab 
TNT and arms in the Miami area. WtKtMKK/m 
Kennedy indicate^h^would contact U.S. Cust 
matter if desired him to do so b 

she inform&^iim to take no action until she 
from 


ormer 

law 

' and in 
i General . 
■o tell 
use in 
■ o make 
s the y 


1959, 
Senate j 
vities l 
with 
ain the 
y advised 
ms in the 
it that 
had heard 


L1C 


dll advised on January 27, 1959 , that 
she had been variable to keep an appointment with | 

Edward R. Marrow of the Columbia Broadcasting System O 
who wanted to discuss with her a ” Person to Rerson" 
broadcast from Cuba involving Cuban Government 
officials. 


The above information, received from VHHHHH 
on January 27, 1959, wa s ( ^3sseminate^or^Janu^^^^^^^^9 , 
to the State Department , - 
Customs , military agencies and Titerna^SecurityuH^^ion 
of the Department. 


nc 


On January 27 , 1959, 

received a call from Marvin Segal, UepTFZmen\ 
Special Anti -Racketeering Group, New York Ci\ 
informed her he had made arrangements to go 1 
review all files of Cuban military intell iger 
files pertaining to the Americ an QambHng sui 
Cuba in response to the offer 
f/fthe Sugar Ins^tut^in Havana, which offei 
made through Segal stated he wc 

with him two Immig^^^^^\m^HJatural ization i 
representatives . advised she hac 

that Segal also take with him Departmental Ai 


vised she had 
al attorney, 
y, who 

o Cuba to | fl/' 
ce and ^ / v- 

had been 
uld take 
ervice 

suggested 
\torney ■ 
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if^veph Mmnx, Sjf Miami and a representative of the FBI, 
She stated Segal informed her the FBI was not interested 
ir^the^meT^ carp gamblers and racketeers in Cuba . 

■I that if Joseph Manners/ was not allowed 
to accompany Seg^e she would riot make any arrangements 
for Segal and under no circumstances would she make 
arrangements for Immigration and Naturalization Service 
representatives to accompany Segal to Cuba because 
Cuban Government officials were extremely provoked over 
mistreatment they received from U,S, Customs and 
Immigration and Naturalization Service in Miami , 
Florida^whe^lJ^uwere returning to Cuba on January 2, 
1959 • wKtttKtKJf s t£&£d size woul <2 be able to make 
arrangementszrwough 
repres en ta~tz vjb to have access 

pertaining ho -4 m e c 'in s „ . Sb e 

banes dfaseph Mariners with him 
them to Havana to make proper 
with the Cuban officials with 

commitment was made by the New York Office regarding 
the above matter relating to the FBI , 




for an FBI 
ana r ev * <7 7 7 .f?J. es 

advis&d that if Segal 
to Cuba she will accompany 
introductions for them 
whom they must work , No 


The above information , received from 
on January 2f, 1959 concerning Departmental Attorney 
Segal's trip to Cuba, was disseminated to Internal 
Security Division and Criminal Division and to Immigratio 
and Naturalization Service on January 28 , 1959» 
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C. Cormimi^t Bamifi cations in the Castro Mi 

An analysis of events subsequent to the collapse 
of Batista and the rise of Castro points to the strong 
possibility that there is a measurable communist influence 
in the new Cuban Government as typified by allegations which 
have been made regarding some of Castro f s supporters • While 
undoubtedly many of the allegations may have^ been fostered 
and spread by Batista and his henchmen to cast a communist 
label on his opposition for political motives, there can be 
no minimizing of the fact that information available strongly 
hints at a sympathetic attitude towards comnkmism by the 
present day Cuban Government • This is strengthened by the 
fact that since the overthrow of Batista, the Communist Party 
newspaper has been allowed to resume publication and the 
Party itself is operating openly • Similarly L since Castro 
has taken over in Cuba, some of his chief lieutenants 
there have been determined to have, at the minimum, 
communist leanings • It is to be noted that the extent of 
communist sympathy or leaning of these persons has become 
more apparent since January 1 , 1959, the date of the 
overthrow of Batista, than before that date and has emerged 
more clearly as a result of checks of our files on Castro 
leaders icho have not previously come to light as wielding . 
strong influence in the Cuban rebellion • 


1 • Discussion With Other Aaencies of Communis 





Also , during this December l6 t 19^8, meeting 
of the USIB a discussion was had concerning develop- 
ments in Cuba since mid-November , 1958» wd during 
this discussion no evidence vns presented or indication 
1 made that Castro was receiving any commuiist support • 








2 « AJleggtions SjL Cgnmmipt Connections c f 


ia 


Cgst£Q Suppprjefs 

Advanced copy of Fulton Lewis Jr f 
* Washington report " for January 16, 1959 > 
there had been a tendency to write off th 4 
connections of Fidel Castro because Bat is 
were the original disseminators of the cfaf 
release stated that the police dossiers 
Colombia , lists Fidel Castro as a ring 
bloody uprisings of 1948 at the time of t 
Conference , staged by the "Reds • " After 
police searched the room shared by Castro 
revolutionary , both of whom were attending 
student confer erice as representatives of 
controlled International Students 9 Union • 
to the release , a press correspondent the 
an examination of correspondence in the r 
that Castro and his companion belonged to 
Communist Forty « 


s 

reported 
communist 
9 s agents 
rge * The 
Bogota, 
der in the 
Fan American 
•§he revolt, the 
and another 
a Colombian 
the communist - 
According 
e wrote that 
om reflected 
the 


le 


The release reported that Castr 

been identifier 
a dues -pav intr~memi>er or tne C ommunist Far 
Castro 9 s 

a ttest ed in Mexido two years ago, together 
and twenty other hard-core folloi 
la revolution against a friendly nation • 
fiats a member of the "Cuban Young Communis] 



3 , 

repeatedly as 
and that 




irty. 


fomenting 

reportedly 


Accord} 


to the release, Fidel Cat 


Soviet 

and Ernesto "Che" Guevara, Castro 9 s 
was identified as a member of the Communi\ 
Mexican Institute for Cultural Relations 
zn the Guatemalan Government of communist 
|Jact>2>o Arbenz * 

A possible source of Lewis 9 s re 
untitled newspaper article which appeared 
"Havana Fast" newspaper on December If, 1 
article stated the communists openly favo\ 
elimination of Dominican leader Trujillo 
President Batista of Cuba by Fidel Castro 
movement • It reported that Castro and hit 
received cash, arms and ammunition from tl 
Union; had strong communist affiliations; 
the individuals referred to by Lewis and 


inference 
>1 chief, 

t RU8SO- 

\nd active 
dictator 


ease is an 
in the 
57* This 
ed the 
nd 

s rebel 
staff 
Soviet 
and named 
1 escribed 


IfK 
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their positions and communist activities 
similar manner , This newspaper article i 
the data contained therein had been previ 
published in the December, 195? » issue of 
", Intelligence Digest," jo British nuhiica± 


n d 

Micated 

gusly 

the 

onedited 



Our files reflect the following 
concerning the individuals mentioned by Jtt 
as well as other individuals closely assoc 
Fidel Castro: 

* 

a, Fidel Castro. 


Fidel Castes- reported J 


associated with communists during his student 


days, and was present in Bogprta^ 
April, 1948, when the outbreaks 


information 

Iton Lewis Jr,, 
iated with 


y was closely 


occurred during the communisft-irfcpired 
\ student congress. According to 
dated April 19» 1948> at Bogota , | 
found in his effects in a hotel 
indicated he was a member of thd 
Farty, Following the uprising an Puerto Rico 


in September and November, 1950 *j 
reportedly headed a com m ittee «»| 


A Colombia , in 
of riots 


the communists to maintain the Mght for 


la news item 
c correspondence 
\room 

Cuban Communist 


Castro 
j onsored by 


independence for Puerto Rico, 
Government stated through a cendjf 
press that members of the Cuban 
had been involved in the July 26 , 
attempt to overthrow the Cuban 
under the leadership -of- Fidel t 
visited the-United States from 
December, 1955* and~ w us- i n t er vi t 


Cuban 
red Cuban 
1 ommunist Party 

1953 : 
vernment 
Ee 
teber-to 

d-by 


n Ser vic.eiW3), 

-any 


the Immigration and Natural i-zati: 

Me told INS he had -neve\ 

organ iza t i on aff iliated- withrthe Com nt un ist 
\Party, No evidence of Communist i Party activity 
or association on the part of (ktptee was 
developed during his visit to t 
States, Other United States Go 
agencies have furnished informat 


United 
trnment 
Ion received 




1 






i from their respective sources alleging 
that Futeir- Cus r t rvr has been s A merger of a 
communist group , a communist sympathizer and 
an aspirant to becoming a Mxrxistr leader in 
Cuba • Informat ion was also received that 
Ca stro * s mouenieH W collaborated very closely 
with the Cuban Communist Youth Organization in 
1 Camaguey Province and received support from the 
I Cuban Communist Party • Mmy allegations linking 
Castro with communism have emanated from the IT 

Cuban Government • ONI advised the I Cuban w 1 v — ’ 

Government during Batista l s reign uns inclined 
to refer to ail rebel sympathizers fits communists* 
Representative statements attributed to the Cuban 
Government by other United States Government 
agencies ares Castro is a communist sympathizer 
with communist ideals; - Castro is either a 
communist or the nearest thing to it; and 
castro*sr~ mo vem e nt is being , or is possibly 
completely, infilt rated, hv the Cuban C o mmunii 
Pari 


b| 


mtains a biography of 
(Fo^detailed information concerning 
Ftdef 'k rs vr o and the dissemination thereof see 
page B-i of Appendix B. ) 


bX 


We have received information from other 
United Stat es Government a gen cies cpncernii 

follows: 


in 1953 » hnd visited other 
nmzries in that year; he associated 
noith "leftists" and communists whiig attending 
school in Havana , Cuba; and he evidenced bitter 
anti -United States sentiments and authored an 
order calling for the capture of all Americans 
in the area under his command • i 


Other Unite^Stcrtes Government agencies 
also advised tfiat^f/KKK^ffkdeclihed aid from . n r 
Cuban communists, anc^neBatista Government of Q ^ 
Cuba prepared false reports describing him as a 
communist • State Department furnished data 
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